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Minister`s Message
Dear Friends,
Happy new year! OK I know it isn’t January but it is the tradition of the
Methodist Church to mark September 1st as the start of a new year.
That’s why some churches like Trinity decide to hold their covenant
services on the first Sunday in September. We begin our church new
year at a time when many children and young people are beginning a
new academic year. They are beginning a new season of learning and it
is good to remind ourselves that we too need to be open to new ideas
and opportunities, learning about God and deepening our faith and
trust in him.
Over the summer the Methodist Church welcomed a new President Rev
Loraine Mellor and a new vice president Mrs Jill Baker. Loraine and Jill
are encouraging all those of us who are Methodist people to take
seriously what it means to be a follower of Jesus in our daily lives. They
have chosen the following passage to remind us of this. ‘46 Day by day,
as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at
home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God
and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added
to their number those who were being saved.’ Acts 2:46-47. To help us
reflect on what it means to engage with mission and discipleship they
have produced a booklet called Day by day which includes prayer resources to encourage and enable us in our personal spiritual journey.
These are available in each of our churches.
At the beginning of a new year I challenge all of us to prayerfully use
these booklets and to spend time learning more about God and his
plans for us. At a time of change in our church and circuit we need to
discern what God is calling us to so that we can be the disciples he wants
us to be and enable others to begin their journey with God.
May God bless us as we journey forward in his name
Andrew
Sphere
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HARVEST
FESTIVAL
At Bamber Bridge
24th September 2017
Our Harvest Celebrations this year will take place on Sunday
24th September when we will be supporting “All We Can”
formerly known as the Methodist Relief and Development
Fund.
Evening Worship on that day will be in the form of a general
celebration including hymns,readings and personal memories
about the significance of harvest.
All members of the congregation are invited to contribute to
this service.
If you have any special memories about harvests gone by,
any particular feelings about the harvest season,poems or
reflections on the theme of harvest that you would be willing
to share, would you please let me know by Sunday 10th
September.
You can contact me by telephone on 01772 316389 or
by email at yatesmarlene102@gmail.com.
Marlene Yates
Local Arrangement Co-ordinator
Bamber Bridge
Sphere
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At Bamber Bridge
On Sunday 22nd October, we will be celebrating our Church
Anniversary.
As a fitting end to the day, we are planning to hold a "Songs
of Praise" service which will give church members another
opportunity to contribute to the worship by nominating a
favourite hymn to be sung.
It is hoped that some contributors will also say a few words
about the reasons for their choice. If you would like to
nominate a hymn and/or share the reasons for your choice
with the congregation, would you please let me know by
Sunday 8th October.
You can contact me by telephone on 01772 316389 or
by email at yatesmarlene102@gmail.com.
Marlene Yates
Local Arrangement Co-ordinator, Bamber Bridge

Thankful for the Past
Rejoicing in the Present
Preparing for the Future
Sphere
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Volunteers needed to
help sort donations for
local charity
Local charity, Age Concern Central Lancashire, supports people to live
life and age well, promoting independence and easing social isolation
wherever we can.
We have a strong presence within the local area with our Friendship
Club on Lourdes Avenue, Lostock Hall, and charity shops at Hope Terrace, Lostock Hall and Station Road, Bamber Bridge. In Bamber Bridge
we are also based at the day support centre Charnley Fold, supporting
people with dementia and memory concerns.
Volunteers are central to the delivery of our services and offer
wonderful contact and friendship to the people supported. We are
currently looking for volunteers to support our work and in particular to
help in our charity shops at Lostock Hall and Bamber Bridge
As well as helping to fundraise, our charity shops have become part of
their communities and have regular customers who come in as much to
browse as to have some social contact and say hello to a familiar and
friendly face.
Volunteers are urgently needed to help sort donations and prepare
them ready for sale. This is a great opportunity for people not only to
support their community but to meet new people, learn new skills and
join a friendly and supportive team.
For further information, please contact
the volunteer co-ordinator on
tel: 01772 552865
or email : volunteers@55plus.org.uk
Sphere
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Coffee Mornings to support this
year`s appeal are currently planned
for the following dates and venues:
● Saturday September 2nd at
Martin's Funeral Directors.
188, Tulketh Brow, Ashton-on-Ribble, Preston, PR2 2JJ

Macmillan Cancer Support
Big Coffee Morning 2017
By taking
part in the
Macmillan
Big Coffee
Morning..

● Thursday September 21st at
Penwortham Golf Club
● Thursday September 28th at Bamber Bridge Methodist Church
● Friday September 29th at the
Santander Bank, Fishergate,
Preston
● Saturday October 14th at Carr
Street Community Centre,
Bamber Bridge
There will be a Macmillan stall at all
these events with Christmas Cards
and crafts.
Best wishes.
Tony and Dorothy Bonser

Martina and Hayley are also
holding a coffee morning for
MacMillan Cancer Support
at
Bamber Bridge Funeralcare,
Station Road, Bamber Bridge
on
Thursday 28th September from
11am till 2pm.

Sphere

●You’re helping to fund
Macmillan nurses.
●You’re helping to provide
information about cancer.
●You’re helping with financial
support, like grants and
advice.
●You’re helping us answer calls
on the Macmillan Support
Line.
●You’re helping us be there
when people need us most.
Need to talk about cancer?
If you have questions or want
to chat call 0808 808 00 00
or visit macmillan.org.uk
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Just a bike ride
by Alan Robinson Trinity Methodist Church
Just over 18 months ago I 'took the bull by the horns' and bought myself a
new motor bike, ok I was getting on a bit but 'no better time than now'.
I have enjoyed my dry weather rides visiting long forgotten By-ways and
'duel carriages for bikes' roads.
Then in May I set off as usual, Glasson Dock, Caton, Hornby then I found an
interesting looking road into 'the unknown', well not really I had just
forgotten about it, tarmac to start with followed by loose metal then
eventually larger rocks and boulders. The bike didn't like this and 'threw'
me off, I could not let it get away with that, so I righted it and climbed on
again, continuing along the track as best I could, not long and I was on the
ground with the bike on top of me.
By now my strength had gone and I just could not lift the bike, what now?
I managed to move my legs from under it and sat back and rested. After
about 10 minutes a gentleman appeared walking down the track towards
me, 'Hello' I said 'you are just the person I need right now'. 'How's that' he
said 'Could you help me lift my bike up please? I asked. 'Of course', he said
Now, why did he come along just as I needed help? No mobile signal,
no-one knew where I was, and I could not lift the bike on my own, I was
miles from anywhere.
I now know I was on the old Salt road which ran from Lancashire into
Yorkshire. As I passed the gentleman, I stopped and said, 'Do you believe in
God?' 'Yes, I do' was his reply, 'Well' I said, 'he just sent you to help me,
thank you'
'Praise be to our Father God, ask and you shall receive'.
Have I learnt anything other than God really loves me? Yes, no more 'off
road' rides for me with or without the wife.

Alan.

Sphere
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IF GOD EXISTS
By Marilyn Gillibrand , Trinity Methodist Church
If God exists, then why does He,
Or should that be, then why does She,
Allow the world where pain and grief
Seem daily to belie belief?
A world where terrors stalk mankind,
Where sightless leaders lead the blind
And ﬂoods and famine spread disease,
While global warming fuels unease.
For surely if religion’s true,
Then when we pray (as millions do)
To halt these horrors daily seen,
A loving God would intervene.
We have to face the truth it seems,
That hopes in God are childlike dreams,
And modern men, as Dawkins claims,
Are merely apes with bigger brains.
And yet…
When I see love in human eyes,
And skudding clouds cross azure skies,
When springtime nature comes to play,
I feel compelled to kneel and pray.
When kindly, selﬂess deeds are done,
And battles with disease are won,
When hope replaces hate and spite,
I know my trust in love is right.
When all is said and done, it seems,
I need my helpful, hopeful dreams,
And yes, of course, I may be wrong
But still my faith in God is strong.
And in the end, who knows what’s true?
(though God may take a different view?)
For if I’m wrong I’ll never know,
And if I'm right — I told you so!

Sphere
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I am thankful to the Lord for…..
Submitted by Frances Robinson – Trinity Methodist Church Gregson Lane
For the teenager who is not doing dishes but is watching TV, because that
means he is at home and not on the streets.
For the taxes I pay, because it means that I am employed.
For the mess to clean after a party, because it means I have been
surrounded by friends.
For the clothes that fit too snugly, because it means I have enough to eat.
For my shadow that watches me work, because it means I am out in the
sunshine.
For a lawn that needs mowing, windows that need cleaning and gutters
that need fixing, because it means I have a home.
For all the complaining I hear about the government, because it means we
have free speech.
For the parking spot I find at the far end of the car park, because it means
I am capable of walking and that I am blessed with transportation.
For my huge heating bill, because it means I am warm.
For the lady behind me at my place of worship when she sings off key,
because it means I can hear.
For the pile of laundry and ironing, because it means I have clothes to wear.
For weariness and aching muscles at the end of the day, because it means
I am capable of working hard.
For the Alarm that goes off in the early morning hours, because it means
that I am alive.
And finally…. For too much email, because it means I have friends who are
thinking of me.

Sphere
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5000 years
Submitted by Frances Robinson
Trinity Methodist Church Gregson Lane
Having just returned from a holiday in Portugal. I started thinking
about how great it was to be back home. I missed our little church
here in Gregson Lane without its gold leaf and statues, high domes
ceilings and cold tiled floors.
One of the Pousadas we stayed in had its own chapel. A few of the
ladies on our tour decided it was too good an opportunity to miss
singing in this large room in a 1000 year old castle. Yes, it did have a
high domed ceiling made of lovely dark wood, tiled walls and marble
floor, but no gold and no statues, quite a modest room really.
After our evening meal, a group went to sing in the chapel, I believe
the acoustics were first class. On the second evening off they went
again, Kum by Ya and other hymns as well as folk songs.
How do I know all this? Alan went too, of course, he did.
Underneath the pousada there was a small museum with stone
buildings, streets and artefacts tracing its history 5000 years with
remains from the Neolithic, Phoenician and Roman occupation.
It made me wonder what traces there would be of our Community
here in Gregson Lane in 5000 years, Will our church walls still be
standing, would the ‘yet to be built’ new Community Hall still be
visible, will Christianity still flourish?
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Margaret & Eric Chatburn

on the 5th of September

Jean & Ron Hogg

on the 18th of September

Desley & John Jefferson

on the 21st of September

Linda & David Morgan

on the 21st of September

Kath & Don Rosoe

on the 4th of October

Linda & Chris Ward

on the 4th of October

Karen & Graham Hogg

on the 14th of October

Lindsay & Phil Waring

on the 19th of October

Val & Brian Woodruffe

on the 22nd of October

Sarah & Paul Singleton

on the 23rd of October

If you would like a special birthday or anniversary
including in Sphere - please forward the details to:Eric Chatburn [email: emchats@aol.com ]
or Gordon Whittle [ email: gwhittle@talk21.com ]
Sphere
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To all the children connected to
Bamber Bridge Methodist Church
Emelia Williams

who will be 9 on the 4th of September

Hazel Carey

who will be 1 on the 9th of September

Cole Yates

who will be 4 on the 10th of September

James Singleton

who will be 10 on the 14th of September

Will Kuzyszyn

who will be 7 on the 19th of September

Maisie Strong

who will be 10 on the 19th of September

Lucas Fulton

who will be 7 on the 26th of September

Libby Arnold

who will be 9 on the 28th of September

Georgia Toman

who will be 15 on the 3rd of October

Oliver Edwards

who will be 9 on the 16th of October

Rose Cawley

who will be 9 on the 21st of October

Sophie Day

who will be 14 on the 26th of October

Isla Fulton

who will be 9 on the 30th of October

Anna Cawley

who will be 12 on the 31st of October

Harry McMullan

who will be 9 on the 7th of November

Charity Lockie

who will be 16 on the 13th of November

Noah Danson

who will be 3 on the 30th of November
Special Birthday Wishes to Faye Lockie
for her 18th Birthday on the 17th November.
May God bless her on this significant day in her life.

Each day is a gift from God. May your birthday be wrapped with
beautiful gifts and exciting memories for you and your family. Happy Birthday !!!

Sphere
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The Craft Club
I love our craft group and all our friends
Who work so hard to achieve God’s ends.
To give one pleasure, hope and love
We can see good comes from the Lord above.
You are all very special in so many ways,
Creating and crafting, making the best of the days
And you’re always there for people in need.
So carry on Crafters, great work and God speed
By Stella Ashton

FRIENDS
In times of worry and times of stress,
We turn to the ones that we love best.
To help us with our daily lives
and to be there when they here us cry.
They hold out a warm and tender hand,
also willing to do what we command.
A divine heavenly friendship that will never end,
from the cradle to the grave to our journey's end.
Then up in heaven we take our place, in the arm's of
our saviour and eternal grace.
By Margaret Lloyd
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NET SCHOOL NEWS
VISIT 2018
As many of you will know, Andrew, Sarah, Ian and myself will be visiting NET
School in the New Year, we fly on the 8th February.
We have been busy making small gifts for the staff and the children. Andrew
has contacted Christopher with a few suggestions about what we would like
to do on our visit. We hope to hear from Christopher in the not too distant
future about what schedule he has arranged for us.
The numbers at the school have dropped a little, but this is due to families
moving away for work. The school continues to do well, and the staff are very
dedicated.
We really want to spend more time with the children without disrupting the
day to day running. And we want to do more in the local area and maybe get
to know the families better. The school has got four computers now so that is
excellent news. Cuerden church school have been fund raising and made
several donations. A great big thank you to all the staff and children. Also,
we`d like to thank all the people who continue to make regular donations. NET
School appreciates all the support both prayerfully and financially that our
church family have been able to give.
I have forwarded a copy of Christopher's latest email for everyone to read.
Thank you for your continued interest and support, it means a great deal to
us and to the school.
God Bless you all….Andrew, Sarah, Ian and Eileen.

Sphere
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Net Matriculation School
– First Term Report 2017
Greetings from the Net Matriculation School!
We are so happy to acknowledge your support in the past. Thank you for
recognizing our works and supporting our children through prayer and support. Your contributions have upholded us to do this great ministry to the poor
and needy children living around us. We have made changes in the life of the
rural children with your support.
New Academic year: This academic year started on 7th June 2017 with
prayers. We thought of starting on 1st June. Due to drought in Tamilnadu the
government postponed the dates. Now we have opened the school and the
first Term is running smoothly and the school is functioning well with the
cooperation of the villagers.
First Term: In India one academic year is divided in to three terms. The First
Term is June to September 2017. This is four months. First term will end with
exams and small break in September. We are also developing term wise plans
to improve the works.
Students Enrolment: This year we have 90 children from the age 3rd to 12th in
our school. They are studying in the classes LKG to 5th STD. All the students are
poor and come from a much marginalized context. This school is becoming
home for them. We provided books and uniforms. We could able to make it
with the previous supports you made and with local
supports.
School Staff: This year we have 10 Teaching staff, 4 sub staff and 3
Administrative staff to look after the school. All the staff comes from a poor
background. But they are committed and good in their work. Staff salary is the
major commitment for us and it is becoming one of the big challenges. This
salary is supporting our staff for their livelihood. The prompt payment is one
of the concerns in this year.

Sphere
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Net Matriculation School
– First Term Report 2017
School Van: As I mentioned earlier, we had to buy a school van to cater to the
needs of the children. The cost was 15 Lakhs Rupees. We got it for private
bank loan. The children are coming from far places. So we had to do this in a
priority basis. Every month we need to repay the premium which cost 35
thousand rupees. This is very difficult task. We need special
attention for clearing the loan. If someone comes forward to support us to
cover the expenses of the school van, we can clear the loan in one payment.
Computers: In recognizing the need of the students advance education we
had to set up a computer room to take computer classes. We have
purchased 4 computers to meet this need. The students are very much benefited.
New Class Rooms: It is our need to construct five more class rooms to improve
the infrastructure. We started the works but could not finish it. We are
thinking of the possibilities to complete the project. This is also one of the
major concerns.
Office: Our office structure is very poor. We don’t have any sorts of office
equipments to set our office in a standard way. We need proper table, chairs,
visitor’s chairs, office computer and Xerox machine.
Kindly pray and support: We are just prioritizing one by one. Please pray for
us. We are meeting the running expenditures from the local resources. We
need to find out Teachers salary and van expenditure every month. It’s a big
burden. Then we need to find out resources for other facilities.
This is for your information and prayers
With regards, Christopher and Seline

Rev. S. Christopher Vijayan
23/A 10-5, Scott Nagar, Nagercoil - 629003, Kanyakumari District
TamilNadu
South India
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Ecumenical
Prayer gathering
for our community

Wed 27th September, at the Methodist church.
Meeting for prayer at 8am.
Wed 25th October, joining with Morning prayer at St
Mary’s church, Brownedge at 8.30 am.
Wed 29th November, at St Saviour’s church.
Meeting for prayer at 8am.
Wed 31st January 2018, at St Aidan’s church.
Meeting for prayer at 8am.
.............................................
All followed by toast, tea and coffee.
Open to all with a heart for our community.
A time to pray…….
……… and to listen to God.
Sphere
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A Word-search

Can you find these words in the puzzle above ?
About arrest board close concern couple crease cushion dirt
Dour Earth employee final finance flown great guilt hidden
Logo mutual pattern proceed program reason regard remove rider
selection shake short shuffle suspension tale thoughtless tire vent
young

Quote from a birthday card:
Mums are like buttons, they hold everything together.
Submitted by Frances Robinson – Trinity Methodist Church Gregson Lane
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A Page to Colour
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Dates for the Diary
Date

Time

02 09 2017

Various

04 09 2017

Event/venue
Macmillan coffee mornings
[see page 7 for details of venues]
Circuit Ministry Team Retreat at Rydal Hall

19 09 2017

7-30pm

Circuit meeting at Trinity, Gregson Lane

24 09 2017

10-30am

Bamber Bridge Harvest Festival

27 09 2017

8-00am

Ecumenical Prayer Gathering at Bamber Bridge

01 10 2017

10-30am

Trinity Harvest Festival

09 10 2017

7-30pm

Bamber Bridge Church Council meeting

22 10 2017

10-30am

Bamber Bridge Church Anniversary

25 10 2017

8-30am

29 11 2017

7-30pm

Ecumenical Prayer gathering at St Mary`s,
Brownedge
Circuit meeting/Work of God forum- venue to be
advised

Please keep an eye on the church notice-boards, the weekly notices and
the website for information about church events and activities.

At
Your
service
Sphere
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Local Services
B.J.WATSON
Complete Independent
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

T CORNALL
& SON
NURSERYMAN AND FLORIST

The trained and caring staff
offer a Personal, Professional and
friendly service.
For help, advice and assistance
Please phone ..
Day and Night Service
Tel: 01772 626800
Fax: 01772 338383
85 Todd Lane North, Lostock Hall
PRESTON PR5 5UR

● Bouquets and arrangements
for special occasions
● Funeral arrangements
and wreathes
● Selection of fresh cut flowers
and pot plants
● Bedding plants and
hanging baskets
Darwenside Nurseries
(opposite Wallis Cycles)
Higher Walton Road
Higher Walton
Preston PR5 4HT
Tele : 01772 335643
Open 7 days a week

Martin Perry
Plumbing & Heating
All aspects of domestic plumbing
undertaken by qualified local
Corgi/Gas Safe plumber.
Bathrooms & Kitchens
Central heating
Power flushing
Installation/servicing and
breakdowns
Gas Safety certificates
Friendly, reliable service.
All jobs considered, large or small.

Phone for free estimate
01772 336758
or Mobile 07762 606557

Sphere

Richard Bargh
Time Served Carpenter & Joiner
All types of joinery work undertaken
n Full Kitchen & Bedroom fitting
service
n Laminate & Hardwood flooring
n Windows & Doors fitted
n Decking, Fencing & Gates

Free estimates
Competitive-prices
All work guaranteed
Bamber Bridge,
Preston PR5 6ZG
Tele:07811 189945
Or 01772 495098
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Contacts at Bamber Bridge
Minister: Rev. Andrew Webb

Tel: 01772 323818
Email: rev.webb@btinternet.com
BBMC Church office 01772 379954 Web site www.bbmchurch.co.uk
Church Officers

Office holder

Telephone

Church Council Secretary

Dr. Tony Andrews

697480

Church Treasurer

Mr. David Evans

337644

First Contact Steward

Mr Don Roscoe

498774

Organists : Miss Audrey Bibby [313501] Mr Ron Sumner [462090}
Kurios Superintendent

Mrs Nicola Quegan

613652

Worship Leaders : Mrs Kath Roscoe [498774] and Mrs Sarah Webb [323818]
Regular Church Activities

Kurios meets every Sunday at 10.30am except for one Sunday of each month
when it is replaced by All Age Worship (see Plan for details)
Rainbows

Mondays 6-15pm to 7-15pm - During term time
Contact: Liz Sumner

Brownies

Tel: 311140

Mondays 6-30pm to 8-00pm - During term time
Contact: Doreen Flannery

Tel: 498762

Coffee Morning +

Thursday 10am/11.30am

Saturday 10 am/12 noon

Women`s Fellowship +

3rd Thursday in the month at 2.00 pm
+ Contact: Mrs Lesley Ross

Tel: 334127

Youth /Music Group *

* Each Friday 7-30 pm to 9-00pm

Youth Group *

Contact : Rev Andrew Webb

Tel:323818

Music Group *

Contact : Mrs Kath Roscoe

Tel: 498774

Lighthouse - Junior
Youth group

Alternate Thursdays
6pm /7-30pm
Contact : Mrs Sarah Webb

Tel : 323818

Cuerden Church School

Sphere
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Local Services

Peter Wignall
Painter and Decorator
Contact:
01772 719595
Or 07762234987
Domestic &
Commercial.
Highly
competitive rates.
23 years
experience.
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