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Minister`s Message
Dear Friends
As I write this letter it is early November and already the shops are full
of Christmas items. Cards, decorations, mince pies, and gift ideas have
all been in the shops for weeks already. It is no wonder that by the time
Christmas comes we are getting a bit weary and certainly don’t ‘wish it
could be Christmas every day’!
Yet what is it we are weary of? I suppose it is the over commercialisation
of Christmas. The 4 months of hype about how to make this year’s
celebration the best ever. The way in which we are bombarded with
images of robins, father Christmas, snowmen, elves and so on, with very
little room left for a child in a manger. However for me that is where the
hope comes. In amongst the noise and busyness there is a message of a
child born to be the Prince of Peace, who didn’t ask that we go overboard in material preparations but instead simply asked that we open
our hearts to welcome him.
I cannot change the way the world has chosen to celebrate Christmas
and the way that Jesus doesn’t always get a look in. I can however
decide how I want to celebrate this Christian festival which marks God
coming among us. Jesus came to bring hope and healing, to listen and
respond, to show compassion and love. His priority was to give time and
energy to people in need and to share his Father’s life changing love. As
his followers today how can we do as he did? How can we move away
from materialism and invest in human relationships? How can we open
ourselves to God’s love and peace and share his love and peace with
others? It is not always easy to go against the flow but that is what being
a follower of Jesus is all about.
So I hope your Christmas preparations are filled
with hope and peace and joy, and I pray that all
of us will be able to respond to the
opportunities to share these things with those
we encounter along the way.

Grace and peace
Andrew
Sphere
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Sunday 10th December - Trinity, Gregson Lane
All Age Worship & Nativity service at 10-30am
Sunday 17th December - Bamber Bridge
Pick & Mix service with Nativity at 10-30am
Carol Service at 6-30pm
Sunday 17th December - Trinity, Gregson Lane
Carol Service at 4-00pm
Sunday 24th December - Bamber Bridge
Morning Worship at 10-30am
Christmas Eve communion at 11-15pm
Sunday 24th December at Trinity, Gregson Lane
Morning Worship at 10-30am
Christingle service at 4-00pm
Monday 25th December
Christmas Day Celebrations
9-30am at Bamber Bridge
11-00am at Trinity, Gregson Lane
Sunday 31st December - New Year`s Eve
Joint Service for both Churches
10-30am at Trinity, Gregson Lane
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Come and join
the celebration and
enjoy Carols for Christmas
Radio Lancashire presents

Lancashire “ Sings Christmas “
Thursday 14th December from 7pm
at the Conservative Club,
Cranbourne Street, Bamber Bridge
and at
Nets Bar in Gregson Lane

“Open Air” Nativity
Saturday 16th December at 11am
Experience the Nativity Story live
on the streets of Bamber Bridge
starting at St Aidan`s Church

“ Light and Soul “ Party
Friday 22nd December at 6-00pm
at Bamber Bridge Methodist
Community & Worship Centre

Sphere
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It`s all about Jesus.
Editor`s Note : The article below which first
appeared in the Methodist Recorder issued in
December 2015. It was written by Barbara Glasson
who is a Methodist Minister in the Bradford area.
I believe her message then is still relevant today.
Similar events have happened in 2017 to those in
2015 (see the text in bold type)
IT’S all about incarnation. About God getting involved personally in
the world. About putting our bodies where our beliefs lie. It’s not about tinsel
or turkey or tolerating relatives. It’s not about chestnuts, Christingles or
crackers. It’s not even about carols and angels. It’s about God’s involvement
with the world, it’s about our vocation to stay earthed, it’s about standing here
and being present to what’s around us. It’s about holding fast to that which is
good. It’s about Jesus, coming in person, being fully alive, living with passion
and integrity. It’s about cost. It’s about covenant. That’s why Christmas is hard.
It’s hard because as people of Christian faith we believe, uniquely, in
incarnation. Not in a human being pretending to be God or God masquerading
as a human being. We believe in the here-and-now ness of God, in the presence of God in this troubling world, not as observer but as participant. God
with us, God in us, God around us. God involved, God suffering, God longing
for us to honour the creation, to love each other differently, to live as he lives
in Jesus. That’s why Christmas is a troubling time. A time when we recall that
crucifixion and resurrection only make sense in the light of incarnation. That
life and death only make sense if we believe God is part of it – not just some
of it, not just the sparkly bits, but all of it. And that’s a salutary message for
us at the end of 2015, a year in which we have seen escalating violence across
the world, from young girls kidnapped in Nigeria to bomb blasts in Peshawar,
from school shootings in the USA to suicide bombings in Paris. And a year
when we see more clearly the effects of global warming and see mass
migrations as people flee either tyranny or typhoon. This is not a cosy,
Christmas card world, it’s bloody and bloodied. And Christmas is challenging
because all this anger and perplexity is not confined to some distant stable
with a benevolent-looking donkey, but is within ourselves. How do we make
sense of it?
>>>> Continued on page 7
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It`s all about Jesus….. Continued from page 6
How do we challenge political powers that make decisions we neither condone
nor comprehend? How do we challenge our own inner racism, our fear of
people different from ourselves, our sense of loss or powerlessness? It is really
all about incarnation: that’s what makes a difference, that’s what makes us
different. Not because somehow God is going to fix it – incarnation is not
magic – but rather because, as Christians, we are called not only to love our
neighbours but also our enemies – even when our neighbours turn out to be
our enemies. Not a pale pink sort of cotton-wool love, but a robust, honest,
resilient engagement. A calling to challenge the powers around and within us
that continually make us less than human. Christmas is about commitment to
live differently, to question power, to listen deeply, to expect things to be
different and then roll our sleeves up and make them different.
Christmas is our vocation – it’s about incarnation!

CHANGES TO EVENING SERVICES
From January there will be some changes to the
pattern of evening services in response to the
circuit Strategy ‘Following Jesus, Loving Communities’.
This will affect all the churches in the circuit who currently have evening
services. At Bamber Bridge we will continue to have 2 services a month
provided by the circuit, these will normally be the first and third Sunday.
On the second Sunday there will be a new worship gathering for the
whole circuit. More details about this will be
announced in due course. On the 4th Sunday we will usually have a Local
arrangement service. These ‘LA’ services have been ably coordinated by
Marlene and we are grateful to her for doing this. However Marlene
wishes to step down from this role and currently we do not have anyone
to take this on. Even with these changes it is important to note that
with our fortnightly midweek service, messy church and our morning
services we have increased our opportunities for people to worship
over the last couple of years.
Sphere
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A Child friendly Church?
When mothers of Salem their children brought to Jesus, the stern
disciples drove them back and bade them all depart. But Jesus saw them
‘ere they fled and sweetly smiled and kindly said, “Suffer the children to
come unto me”.
So goes the old hymn, but have we moved on or are we still like the
disciples?
I fear it is the latter in some cases and it shouldn’t be so in even one
case.
We talk about the children as the future church, but how are they ever
going to be, if we do not make their parents feel welcome and
comfortable with us. So what if they do make a noise every now and
then and you miss a preacher’s pearls of wisdom, you can always listen
to the service later through the wonders of technology!
Enjoy the children, delight in their zest for life and let us grow together
in love, all ages together, united in worship and service for our God.
Lesley Ross

Sphere
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It`s My seat…
Taken from: Word for Today.
Submitted by Louise Stanley
A lady took my seat in church. She's very nice… a good friend, in fact. I can
sit any place; no big deal. My seat's on the right as you enter the sanctuary.
I can rest my arm on the end. It's a good seat, but I wouldn't raise a fuss
about a seat… never hold a grudge. Actually, it was three months ago she
took it and I really don't know why. I've never done anything to her… never
taken her seat. I suppose I'll have to come an hour early to get my seat. She
took it because it's one of the best seats in the house. She'd no business
taking it… and I'm not going to church two hours early to get what's rightfully mine.
This is the way social injustices begin; abusive people taking other people's
seats. It's the way seeds of revolution are sown. A person can only stand so
much. Where's it all going to end ? If somebody doesn't stand up and be
counted, nobody's seat will be safe. People will sit anywhere they please,
and next time they'll take my parking place. World order would be in a
shambles!!
We smile, but it's amazing how quickly we get bent out of shape when our
little routine is disrupted.
Do you know why the Christian life is described as 'the high calling'
(Philippians 3:14 KJV)
Because it means taking the high Road and serving
others, rather than taking the low road and putting
ourselves first.
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Visit to the NET school - February 2018
We have been busy making small gifts for the staff and children, we will
give them out when we visit in February. The children are all doing well,
they really enjoy school and want to learn. Andrew has contacted
Christopher and suggested that we do some bible work with the children during our visit. We will get together to make our plans nearer the
time. The school will have the Christmas meal for the children and
families just before the school closes for the end of term. The staff and
children will each receive a small Christmas present. I am sure it will be
an exciting day for everyone. The building of the new classrooms is not
progressing very well, having to buy the new school bus on finance has
put a strain on the schools budget. We are still managing to send funds
every so often to help with teachers salaries and other expenses, I want
to thank all our church family who make regular donations and support
the school in prayer and good wishes, Christopher and Seline really
appreciate what Bamber Bridge church and Cuerden Church school do
to help NET School. The craft group also continue to support the school
with donations and prayer, Andrew, Sarah and ourselves are all excited
about our next visit, we will be learning more about the tribal areas that
Christopher is involved in through his work, and we are going to be able
to spend more time with the children at the school which is always the
most important reason for our visit. We wish everyone a happy and
peaceful Christmas on behalf of the Staff and children and give heartfelt
thanks for the continued support, you are helping these children to
have an education and a better future.
With Christian love to you all,
Andrew Sarah, Eileen and Ian.
Please note :
Andrew, Sarah, Eileen and Ian arrive in India on Friday the 9th of
February and leave India on Monday the 26th of February 2018.
Please keep them in your prayers.
Sphere
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Christmas greetings
to all and a
happy New Year.

Wishing all the
blessing of God
with us this
Christmas.
Kath & Don
Roscoe

Muriel Yates

She will give birth to a
son & you are to give
him the name Jesus;
because he will save his
people from their sins.
Love from
Louise & family

To John & Sally Wilson.
Thank you for your
support over the past
year. May God
continue to bless you
both.
Gerry Moffatt

Happy Christmas to all
our friends at Trinity &
Bamber Bridge
Methodist Churches.

Mary visits Elizabeth

Doreen & Gordon
Whittle

May God`s
blessing be
with you.

May the Lord
bless you all this
Christmas time.

May your Christmas
time be filled with
the peace and joy of
Christ`s birth.

Jean & Ken Lomas

Love
Cheryl and Maurice

Sarah & Andrew
Webb

Sphere
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I wish everybody a
Happy Christmas
and a peaceful
New Year

Barbara & Sue
(Carter)

Jean Jones

In the beginning was the
Word.
May you find joy,
comfort & peace from
the word of God this
Christmastime.
Lynton, Wendy & Family

Happy Christmas
everybody. May you be
filled with gladness as
we celebrate Christ`s
birth. God`s blessing on
you all.
Audrey Boothroyd

Sphere

Wishing everyone
A
Happy Christmas

To all our friends
at Bamber Bridge &
Trinity, we wish you a
peaceful & healthy
Xmas & New Year
Valerie & Brian
Woodruffe

To Friends.
May peace and joy
be yours this
Christmas
Mary & Joseph
Travel to Bethleham

Wishing Everyone
Peace and Joy
At Christmas

Eunice Byers

Peace and joy at
Christmas and in the
coming year.

Linda Trafford

December 2017 to February 2018
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Merry Christmas and
a Happy & Peaceful
New Year
To everyone.
Brenda & John
Bleasdale

Every blessing for
Christmas & through
the New Year. All our
good wishes & love.

Beryl Greenbank

Jean and Catherine
Ambler

Happy Christmas
and a
Peaceful New Year.
Don and Eve
Porter

With all good wishes
For a
Peaceful and Happy
Christmas season
Anne Turton

Jesus is born in
a stable

“Seasons Greetings”
To all.

Wishing all
the church family
love and happiness.

Elinor Carruthers
Mary Ryan &
Margaret.

Sphere

Best Wishes for
Christmas and the
New Year

Wishing our church
family at Bamber
Bridge & Trinity
Churches a very Happy
Christmas & New Year.
Carol & Graham
Poole
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Love, peace and Joy
to all my
church family.
Christine Billington

God`s love fill your
hearts & homes afresh
this Christmas, bringing
you peace & joy.

A blessed Christmas to
all as we celebrate our
Saviour`s birth. May the
New Year bring peace
instead of conflict.

Love from
John & Sally

Eileen & Ian Roberts

May your Christmas
be blessed by the
abundance of
God`s love
Pam & Keith Jones

Love and blessings
at this special time.
Ellen & Kevin
Savage

Shepherds hear the
“Good News”

May Christmas bring
you God`s blessing &
a peaceful New Year
and beyond.

Brenda and Stanley
wishes all the church
family a very happy
Christmas.

Have a blessed
Christmas, celebrating
the birth of our lord,
Jesus Christ, whom we
love & want in our life.

Lindsay & Phil Waring

God bless you all.

The Fernando Family

Sphere
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I wish you a very
Happy Christmas
and New Year.
George Woods.
MBE. JP.

Seasons greetings to
all our church family.
We hope the peace &
love of this special
season stays with you.

A happy Christmas
And peaceful
New Year to
all our church family
Sue and Terry
Livesey

Martin & Kath Cox

Wishing everyone
Peace, Joy & Love at
Christmas & throgh the
coming year.

Wishing all a joyful
and peaceful
Christmas.
Rob & Laura
Perry

Jean & Ron Hogg
and Family

Wise Men come
bearing gifts

Wishing all our
friends good health,
a joyous Christmas
and a
happy New Year.

Merry Christmas
& a peaceful
New Year to all
my friends.

May you have a
peaceful Christmas
and a
joyful New Year

Hazel & Ron Sumner

Jean Bonage

Ann Forrest

Sphere

December 2017 to February 2018

Page 16

Happy and Holy
Christmas with a
Peaceful New Year
for all.

Love at Christmas.
God bless our church
And families.

Keith and Pat
Cooper

Ann & Roy Clapham
and Family

We wish you the joy
and peace of
Christmas. May you
have health and
happiness for 2018
Mary & Geoff
Yeomans

Best wishes
to all the
church family

May Christ`s gifts of
Love, Joy and Peace
be with you all this
Christmas.

Wishing everyone
a blessed Christmas
& a peaceful
New Year.

Liz Parkin

Love from Audrey

Janet & Tom
Bange

Love and
Christmas blessings
to everyone

Happy

Marion & John
would like to wish all
the church family a
Happy Christmas
and a peaceful
New Year.

Sphere

CHRISTmas

From
Lesley and Leslie
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A Life saver
The observant among you will have noticed the bright yellow
cabinet at the side of Church. For those who haven’t, please
have a look and familiarise yourselves with its location.
The bright yellow cabinet contains a Community Public Access
Defibrillator. (CPAD)
This means that if the Ambulance Service receive a call from someone in our
community, who are assisting someone who is suffering a (suspected) cardiac
arrest, then in the first instance they will be encouraged to start CPR. If there
is someone spare, they will then be sent for the defib. By following the
instructions given on the defib, they will be able to shock a person in cardiac
arrest far quicker than waiting for an ambulance to arrive.
The defib is safe to use on both adults and children over the age of one. The
machine will direct you in its use, it is easy to use. It will NOT give a shock if the
person is not in arrest. So how to get it? The Ambulance Despatch Operator
will give you the access code.
Main thing is to keep calm.
Still worried – then please attend a first aid course, or one of the defib & basic
life support awareness sessions, that will be run in the New Year.
Thank you to ….
1. Judith Laycock who came up with the proposal in the first place
2. Mike & Pauline Bertram, who asked guests to donate in lieu of Silver
Wedding gifts
3. Those of you who originally donated – you kept the idea alive
4. The British Heart Foundation
5. The Community Resuscitation team within the North West Ambulance
service – for guidance
6. Phil & Russ Waring who installed the whole thing
7. Phil, who with me, will be acting as custodian and filling in the necessary
paperwork.
8. All of you who prayed for the project & pray that it never need to be used.
Any questions? Please ask or email bbmcdefib@gmail.com

Sphere
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Dedication of the Defibrillator
Saturday 28th October 2017

In memory of
Ivy and Ron Carter
Dorothy, Barbara and Sue would like to express our sincere thanks to Rev. Andrew
Webb and Ron & Ivy`s friends from the church
family, for their friendship, help and support
over the many years.
This has been deeply appreciated by us.
Happy Christmas to you all.
xxx
Sphere
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The 12 Anagrams of Christmas
Listed below are 12 familiar things connected with Christmas ….
But in anagram form. Can you work out what they are. The number after
each anagram indicates how many words are involved with each anagram.
You can find the answers on page 22. Good luck !!

Anagram 1 – Travel and Dance (2)
Anagram 2 – Rich Star Meets (2)
Anagram 3 – Smashing tricks cost (2)
Anagram 4 – Wean again Mary (4)
Anagram 5 – Vicars Themes (2)
Anagram 6 – The magic swiftness heart-throb (5)
Clue : first line of a poem about the season
Anagram 7 – Spice in 'em (2)
Anagram 8 – Modestly switch after-shave (5)
Clue : think about what this puzzle is called
Anagram 9 – He's Fat, Smart, Rich (2)
Anagram 10 – Scathing mud drips (2)
The images
Anagram 11 – Red Ernie (1)
below might help
Anagram 12 – Let in Things (2)
solve some of the
anagrams

Thank you once again for your
Christmas Greetings.
This year the amount raised is £245

Sphere
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A Page to Colour
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Here are the answers to the
“12 Anagrams of Christmas”
puzzle on page 20
Anagram 1 – Travel and Dance
= Advent Calendar
Anagram 2 – Rich Star Meets
= Christmas Tree
Anagram 3 – Smashing tricks cost
= Christmas Stockings
Anagram 4 – Wean again Mary
= Away in a manger
Anagram 5 – Vicars Themes
= Christmas Eve
Anagram 6 – The magic swiftness
heart-throb
= Twas the night before Christmas
Anagram 7 – Spice in 'em
= Mince Pies
Anagram 8 – Modestly switch aftershave
= The Twelve Days of Christmas
Anagram 9 – He's Fat, Smart, Rich
= Father Christmas
Anagram 10 – Scathing mud drips
= Christmas Pudding
Anagram 11 – Red Ernie
= Reindeer
Anagram 12 – Let in Things
= Silent Night
Well done if you got them !!!

Sphere
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Congratulations and best
wishes on your
Wedding Anniversary

Kath Roscoe
31st December 2017

Hazel and Ron Sumner
4th December 2017

Vicki Shepherd
Nadine and Daren Sumner
12th December 2017
Sarah and Andrew Webb
11th February 2018

7th January 2018

Derek Patchell
3rd February 2018

May the blessing of God the Father be with you, your family and
friends as you celebrate this special day in your lives.
If you would like a special birthday or anniversary
including in Sphere - please forward the details to:Eric Chatburn [email: emchats@aol.com ]
or Gordon Whittle [ email: gwhittle@talk21.com ]
Sphere
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To all the children connected to
Bamber Bridge Methodist Church
3

Hannahbel Carey
17th February

Seren Roscoe
January 2018

8

Olivia Smith
25th February

6

Daisy Bradshaw
27th January

4

Ava Morgan
27th February

9

Sophie Laycock
27th January

15

Luke Williams
28th February

11

Lucy Arnold
8th February

5

Oliver Stanley
7th March

1

Mason Mills
11th February

17

Kimberley Quegan
3rd March

7

Elizabeth Singleton
16th February

15

Liam Kendal
6th March

1

11th

3

Thea Fulton
December 2017

1st

Each day is a gift from God.
May your birthday be wrapped with
beautiful gifts and exciting memories for you and your family.
Happy Birthday !!!

Sphere
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Dates for the Diary
Date

Time

14/12/17

7-00pm

Lancashire Sings Christmas - details on page 5

16/12/2017

11-00am

Outdoor Nativity - details on page 5

22/12/2017

6-00pm

Light & Soul Party - details on page 5

11/01/2018

11-15am

Midweek Communion service at BBMC

14/01/2018

4-00pm

Circuit Worship event “Following Jesus, Loving
Communities” at Fulwood Methodist Church

18/01/18 to 25/01/18

Event/venue

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

28/01/2018

4-00pm

Circuit “Homelessness Sunday” service at
Central Methodist Church, Lune Street

31/01/2018

8-00am

Ecumenical Prayer Gathering at St Aidan`s

13/02/2018

Shrove Tuesday

Circuit Ash Wednesday service - venue TBA
Lent begins.
Please keep an eye on the church notice-boards, the weekly notices and
the website for information about church events and activities.

14/02/2018

7-30pm

At
Your
service
Sphere
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Local Services
B.J.WATSON
Complete Independent
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

T CORNALL
& SON
NURSERYMAN AND FLORIST

The trained and caring staff
offer a Personal, Professional and
friendly service.
For help, advice and assistance
Please phone ..
Day and Night Service
Tel: 01772 626800
Fax: 01772 338383
85 Todd Lane North, Lostock Hall
PRESTON PR5 5UR

● Bouquets and arrangements
for special occasions
● Funeral arrangements
and wreathes
● Selection of fresh cut flowers
and pot plants
● Bedding plants and
hanging baskets
Darwenside Nurseries
(opposite Wallis Cycles)
Higher Walton Road
Higher Walton
Preston PR5 4HT
Tele : 01772 335643
Open 7 days a week

Martin Perry
Plumbing & Heating
All aspects of domestic plumbing
undertaken by qualified local
Corgi/Gas Safe plumber.
Bathrooms & Kitchens
Central heating
Power flushing
Installation/servicing and
breakdowns
Gas Safety certificates
Friendly, reliable service.
All jobs considered, large or small.

Phone for free estimate
01772 336758
or Mobile 07762 606557

Sphere

Richard Bargh
Time Served Carpenter & Joiner
All types of joinery work undertaken
n Full Kitchen & Bedroom fitting
service
n Laminate & Hardwood flooring
n Windows & Doors fitted
n Decking, Fencing & Gates

Free estimates
Competitive-prices
All work guaranteed
Bamber Bridge,
Preston PR5 6ZG
Tele:07811 189945
Or 01772 495098
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Contacts at Bamber Bridge
Minister: Rev. Andrew Webb

Tel: 01772 323818
Email: rev.webb@btinternet.com
BBMC Church office 01772 379954 Web site www.bbmchurch.co.uk
Church Officers

Office holder

Telephone

Church Council Secretary

Dr. Tony Andrews

697480

Church Treasurer

Mr. David Evans

337644

First Contact Steward

Mr Don Roscoe

498774

Organists : Miss Audrey Bibby [313501] Mr Ron Sumner [462090}
Kurios Superintendent

Mrs Nicola Quegan

613652

Worship Leaders : Mrs Kath Roscoe [498774] and Mrs Sarah Webb [323818]
Regular Church Activities

Kurios meets every Sunday at 10.30am except for one Sunday of each month
when it is replaced by All Age Worship (see Plan for details)
Rainbows

Mondays 6-15pm to 7-15pm - During term time
Contact: Liz Sumner

Brownies

Tel: 311140

Mondays 6-30pm to 8-00pm - During term time
Contact: Doreen Flannery

Tel: 498762

Coffee Morning +

Thursday 10am/11.30am

Saturday 10 am/12 noon

Women`s Fellowship +

3rd Thursday in the month at 2.00 pm
+ Contact: Mrs Lesley Ross

Tel: 334127

Youth /Music Group *

* Each Friday 7-30 pm to 9-00pm

Youth Group *

Contact : Rev Andrew Webb

Tel:323818

Music Group *

Contact : Mrs Kath Roscoe

Tel: 498774

Lighthouse - Junior
Youth group

Alternate Thursdays
6pm /7-30pm
Contact : Mrs Sarah Webb

Tel : 323818

Cuerden Church School

Sphere

December 2017 to February 2018

Tel : 335033

Page 27

Local Services

Peter Wignall
Painter and Decorator
Contact:
01772 719595
Or 07762234987
Domestic &
Commercial.
Highly
competitive rates.
23 years
experience.

Sphere
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