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Minister`s Message
Dear Friends:
I was recently helping with Messy church at Trinity and I was allocated an
activity about ripples! I had a big bowl of water and various objects to drop
into it ranging from pebbles to paperclips and Lego to lentils. We then had to
see which item created the most ripples. Interestingly this didn’t depend on
size, some of the smaller objects like a single lentil still created significant
ripples which spread to the side of the bowl.
You may be wondering what the point of this was and which bible story it was
illustrating. It wasn’t about the boat in the storm or still waters or even about
water of life; the story for that session was about the woman accused of
adultery. The woman is dragged by the religious leaders to stand before Jesus
whom they expect to join in with her condemnation. He does no such thing,
he quietly reflects and then simply says ‘Let you who has not sinned cast the
first stone’. One by one they drift away and when Jesus and the woman are left
alone he tells her she is no longer condemned and to go and sin no more. Jesus
shows her great kindness and mercy. He saves her from the anger of the
religious authorities and he lets her go on her way to make a new start. He
deals with her with love and mercy.
So back to our ripples. As the ripples went across the water I reflected with the
families about how an act of kindness can make a difference to people. It
doesn’t have to big and showy like a stone hitting the water with a splash, it
can be small and quiet like the little lentil but still make ripples that go far
beyond what has taken place. We don’t know how Jesus’ kindness affected
the woman but we can imagine it might well have changed her life and
perhaps in doing that also changed the lives of those around her. Ripples of
kindness often go far beyond the initial act of love.
If we have known God’s love and mercy in our lives let
us be prepared to show kindness to others. May we
create ripples of love that make a difference to others
and allow the love of God to flow freely. Let us make a
difference through sharing the love and grace of God.

Grace and peace, Andrew
Sphere
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LENT COURSE

Nicky, Denise, Andrew and Mark invite you to this Lent Group which
continues on the following Thursdays from 7pm to 9pm :
● March 21st at Trinity, Gregson Lane Methodist Church
● March 28th at Kingsfold Methodist Church
● April 4th at Bamber Bridge Methodist Church
● April 11th at Kingsfold Methodist Church
[For church locations see www.prestonribblemethodistcircuit.org.uk]

This is an opportunity to come together, to talk about faith,
and to gain confidence in how we share our faith stories.
This is an event being run by your ministry team.
Please let Andrew know you are coming on 01772 323818
or rev.webb@btinternet.com
Sphere
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MAUNDY THURSDAY-18th April
TRINITY METHODIST CHURCH,
GREGSON LANE
7-30pm - Simple meal with communion
========================
GOOD FRIDAY-19th April
BAMBER BRIDGE METHODIST CHURCH
10 am United Worship
11am Ecumenical Open air service
(outside Olde Withy Trees)
========================
EASTER SUNDAY - 21st April
BAMBER BRIDGE METHODIST CHURCH
8.30 am — Communion Breakfast
10.30 am - Celebration service with communion
6.00pm - Life and Soul Party
[food, fun, crafts and worship]
TRINITY METHODIST CHURCH, GREGSON LANE
10.30 am Celebration service with communion
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2019
2019
The Annual Church Meeting is open to all members of the
congregation. The agenda can be quite varied, but the most
significant item is that there is a “conversation about the work of
God within the local church”
This is your chance to have your say about what has happened, what
is happening and what you would like to see happening within the
local church.
The Annual Church Meeting also provides the means and
opportunity for new Church Stewards and Representatives from the
meeting to the Church Council to be appointed.
If you are interested in either of the appointments, please have a
chat to Rev. Webb about what is involved.
Keep an eye on the Notice Boards and Weekly Notices for more
information over the coming weeks.
Below are the dates for this year`s Annual Church Meetings.
Note the dates, try to come, be a part of the Meeting, make your
voice heard and help seek the Will of God for this part of the Circuit.

Bamber Bridge - Monday 13th of May at 7-30pm.
Trinity, Gregson Lane - 7th of May at 7-00pm

Sunday 21st April- Preston Ribble Circuit
6-00am : “Sonrise” Service at Beacon Fell

HE IS RISEN - alleluia !
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Youth & family work
Well folks I can say it has and is a wonderful adventure, so much good stuff
has been happening. And I cant believe that its been six months already, how
time flies!!!! I’d like to take some time to celebrate our volunteers and to
encourage you to volunteer.
Getting to know the teams has been the most awesome, I have been listening
to their story’s of time in servicing God through their communities. Big Shout
Out to all our expectational volunteers. They give freely of themselves to
service the Kingdom of God, whoop whoop your are great. Please pray for
them to grow deeper in relationship with Christ, to feel refreshed, blessed, and
restored not drained.
And maybe you could go so far as to consider volunteering yourself, to take a
piece of the work thereby sharing the responsibility, reliving lightening the
load of our long serving hard working volunteers.
If your first reaction, dear reader, is not me, I could never be a volunteer. In
there, in that moment is where God moves and shines if you let Him. He says
Yes I will through you, that is why I want you to……. And the adventure begins.
It's like the great stories, Mr. Frodo, the ones that really mattered. Full of
darkness and danger they were, and sometimes you didn't want to know the
end because how could the end be happy? How could the world go back to the
way it was when so much bad has happened? But in the end, it's only a passing
thing this shadow, even darkness must pass. A new day will come, and when
the sun shines, it'll shine out the clearer. I know now folks in those stories had
lots of chances of turning back, only they didn't. They kept going because they
were holding on to something. That there's some good in this world, Mr. Frodo,
and it's worth fighting for.” ― Samwise Gamgee
Now my mind is spilling over with examples of the biblical great and good and
their humble beginnings. Jeremiah, Timothy, and Sarah used age Isaac, Peter,
and Moses said I’m not worthy. They didn't go looking to be Great bible
characters they were holding on to the notion That there's some good in this
world, Mr. Frodo, and it's worth fighting for.
So my advice to you dear reader is to find your ‘good in the world’ and fight for
it.

Nicola Gleeson [Circuit Youth and Family worker]
Sphere
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Community matters
Since March 2014, I have been including a piece about the Fostering
Fortnight, which is a national annual event run by the Fostering Network to
raise awareness of the work of Foster Care and Foster Carers. I have done
this for two reasons; firstly to remind people of this work in supporting
children who cannot live with their birth families for a variety of reasons and
secondly, to promote the work of Foster care itself.
The figures below are from the Fostering Network website and provide a
picture of the care system on just one day of the year in England.
● Over 65,000 children live with almost 55,000 foster families across
the UK each day.
● The Fostering Network estimates that fostering services across the
UK need to recruit a further 8100 foster families in the next 12
months alone, with a a particular need for foster carers to look after
teenagers and sibling groups.
● Of the 8100 needed, 6800 foster families will be needed in England ,
with 1240 foster families being needed in the North West.
[Source : www.thefosteringnetwork.org.uk]
Margaret and I have been involved with Fostering since 1978. We have been
attending Bamber Bridge Methodist Church since 1976. All of our Fostering
career has been supported by the congregation at Bamber Bridge, for which
we are very thankful. Many of you will have known children we have
fostered and will have your own memories of them.
We are part of the 464 households in Lancashire who currently foster 683
children. Of those 464 households, 4 carers live in Bamber Bridge,
6 in Lostock Hall and 1 in Houghton. Some of you may even know them.
Please remember them in your prayers, their work, their dedication and the
children they care for. Remember too, the Social Workers and the Support
Workers who have to support the children in care and the foster carers who
look after them.
On the next page you will find information about how you too could
become a Foster Carer. Have a look, it could just change your life and the
life of a child.

Eric Chatburn
Sphere
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Community matters
Foster Care Fortnight …….. 13th to 26th May 2019
is an annual campaign developed to raise the profile of fostering across the
UK. The campaign aims to encourage more people to contact their local
fostering service to start their journey to becoming a foster carer.
There is no 'typical' foster carer for Lancashire's Fostering Service.
You must, however, be at least 21 and have a spare bedroom.
Whatever your ethnicity, gender, sexuality, living arrangements, age or
employment status; becoming a foster carer for your Local Authority could
be a real option for you.
We are looking for good role models who are warm, nurturing, energetic,
keen to learn and appreciating each child's personality and needs and
determined to give our children the best start in life.
To find out about
Lancashire's Information
evenings which are held
each month please visit
our website:
www.lancashire.gov.uk/
fostering
Alternatively call our
friendly fostering
recruitment team on the
free phone telephone
number 0800 195 1183.

Thanks to
Charlotte Tugwell
and Owen Jackson
from the Central
Fostering Team
for the above article
and the statistics.
Sphere
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THE LEPROSY MISSION - “HEAL NEPAL”
“You are the light of
the world. A town
built on a hill
cannot be hidden”
Matthew 5:14 [NIV]
For a limited time we have an incredible opportunity! Thanks to UK AID
any “gifts for life” or donations towards “Heal Nepal” will be doubled by
the UK Government if given before the 27th April 2019. This means one
“gift for life” blesses 2 leprosy affected people.
Nepal is one of the least developed nations of the world with over 3000
cases of leprosy being diagnosed there in 2017. The majority of Nepalese
people live in rural or remote areas, which means that finding and
diagnosing people with leprosy is very challenging.
“Heal Nepal” will find, cure and heal people with leprosy. This may mean
reaching them through outreach teams before they develop permanent
disabilities or caring for them for months at Anandaban Hospital while
their wounds heal and they undergo life changing surgery. Since the 2015
earthquake, the staff at the hospital have worked around the clock for
many weeks with an open door for all in need. This raised the Hospital as
a beacon of light for thousands of people. 4 years later, no-one is turned
away but the need is immense as they are called to reach out to more
people, especially those hiding in the shadows because of the shame that
leprosy brings to them.
This campaign could transform so many lives. If you would like to support
it or are interested to find out more about the work of The Leprosy
Mission and “Gifts for Life”, please speak to Sally or John Wilson at church
or on telephone number 01772 322458 or pick up a
donation envelope from the table outside the quiet
room.
Many thanks to those of you who have already
supported this special project.
God bless you all.

Sphere
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If Only - a meditation
Two words : If only …..
If only things were different …
If only I could change my world I`d be happy …
If only I had other friends life could be so much easier …
If only …
We`d all like to change things, make life more comfortable, make it less of a
problem.
There was once a Muslim teacher, a man who`d lived all his life faithful to his
beliefs. “When I was young,” he said, “I prayed for the strength and courage to
change the world. But however hard I tried nothing much seemed to happen.
As I got older I changed my prayer and asked just for the power to change the
people around me, but even that seemed hard to do. Now I`m an old man and
I simply pray to God for the grace to change myself.”
That`s where change begins. Not in trying to shake the foundations of the
world but in looking at ourselves with open eyes. Realising that if we want to
change anything we begin with ourselves. It`s no use
criticising your neighbour said Jesus, because he`s got a speck of dust in his eye
if your own eye`s full of it.
Change begins with me, and it can begin today. Change in the little things, in
the way we see each other, the way we react to other people. And the amazing
thing is that when we begin to change, so do other people.

The above meditation written by Eddie Askew OBE is based on
Romans 12:2 “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”
Eddie was a best-selling Christian author who had worked for the
Leprosy Mission since 1950 and was it`s Vice-President from 1998
till his death in September 2007 aged 80.
Sphere
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School News February 2019
I have now been at Cuerden for half of the academic
year and have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know
the children, families and the local community. It is a
real privilege to be leading a very dedicated group of
teachers and teaching assistants who go the extra
mile on a daily basis for the children in our care.
Life in school is always busy and here are just a few of the exciting things
that have been happening over recent weeks. We began the half term
with a visit from Major Maggie Cadogan from the Salvation Army. She
came to thank the children for their hard work collecting items for their
Christmas Appeal during Advent. We were also delighted to be able to
present her with a cheque for £180 to further support the work of their
food bank. This money had come from a number of activities including
the choir’s carol singing and Eco club’s Christmas fair. Major Maggie
spoke to the children about how their generosity had made a difference
to the lives of many families during what can be a difficult time of the
year and really showed our Autumn term Christian values of
compassion and generosity in action.
During the first half of the Spring term, we have been exploring the
Christian value of courage, linking this to the idea of persevering
through difficult times and how we can support each other with this. To
enhance with this, we have held a STEM week in school. STEM
encourages the children to think specifically about science, engineering,
technology and maths and how these areas impact hugely on everyday
life. The children have been given opportunities to explore these
subjects by visiting the Wren Green building site, meet with renewable
energy engineers and exploring robotics. They have been encouraged to
solve open ended problems and work collaboratively with one another,
whilst at the same time learning that often the biggest mistakes lead to
the greatest learning opportunities – again putting our chosen Christian
value into action.
>>>>> more on the next page.
Sphere
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School News February 2019
The arrival of snow also caused great
excitement in school and much fun
was had by children (and grown ups
too) building snowmen. It also allowed
some lovely learning opportunities for
our younger children who enjoyed
practising letter formation out on a
snow-covered playground! Other great
learning opportunities this half term
have included: creating a digestive
system out of household items and
Weetabix in the classroom; space exploration in an amazing role play
space station; beautiful art work in the style of Lowry; home-made
compasses and a wonderful trip to the World Museum in Liverpool.
As the days get longer and the weather becomes a little warmer we look
forward to many more opportunities to teach our children creatively
but in the knowledge that God is with us every step of the way.

Nicola Sherry
Head teacher, Cuerden Church School

Cuerden Church School
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God Never
Leaves Us
God never leaves us , this I know.
He 's always there, standing watching,
I can feel his stare.
God Never Leaves Us!!!
When we are feeling like we want to cry,
Just look up and you'll see blue sky,.
God Never Leaves Us.!!!
When times get tough and we feel alone,
that's the time you'll hear the phone,
a friendly voice to brighten your day,
and help you smile with what you say,
God Never Leaves Us!!!
God just shows himself in many ways,
through people he sends to help our days.
No, God Never Leaves Us!!!
Submitted by Kath Garritty Trinity

I want to say a big “Thank You” to everyone
for your ongoing prayer, support, cards
and gifts.
Kath Garrity
Trinity, Gregson Lane.
Sphere
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Date

Time

Event/venue

20/03/2018

Morning

Ministerial Synod - Leyland

31/03/2018

02-00am

British Summer time begins - clocks go forward

31/03/2019

Today is Mothering Sunday

18/04/2018

Maundy Thursday - see page 5 for services

19/04/2018

Good Friday - see page 5 for services

21/04/2018

Easter Sunday - see page 5 for services

21/04/2018

06-00am

Circuit “Sonrise” service at Beacon Fell

07/05/2019

7-00pm

Trinity, Gregson Lane Annual Church Meeting
See page 6

11/052018

Morning

Representative Synod - venue to be advised

12/05/2019

Christian Aid Week starts

13/07/2019

7-30pm

30/05/2018

7-30pm

Bamber Bridge Annual Church Meeting
- see page 6
Circuit Ascension Day service
- venue to be advised

Keep an eye the Circuit plan for other dates.
Keep any eye on church notice boards or
church notices for more information or updates
about the above dates.
Sphere
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EASTER WORDSEARCH
Find and circle all of the words that are hidden in the grid.
The remaining 34 letters spell a secret message.

ASH WEDNESDAY
BREAD
BUNNY
CALVARY
CELEBRATION
CHOCOLATE
CHRIST
CHURCH
CROSS
CRUCIFIXION
CUSTOM

DEATH
DISCIPLES
EGG HUNT
EGGS
EUCHARIST
FAMILY
FASTING
FESTIVAL
FRIDAY
HOLIDAY
HOLY WEEK

JESUS
LAST SUPPER
LENT
MARY
MASS
MEAL
NEW TESTAMENT
PALMS
PARADE
PASSOVER
PENANCE

PENITENCE
PRAYER
RESURRECTION
ROAST
SACRAMENT
SATURDAY
SUNDAY
THURSDAY
TOMB
TRADITION
VIGIL

The solution is on page 21
Sphere
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A Page to Colour

Thank you, God, for the wonder of your creation
Sphere
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Pause for Thought
I was shocked, confused, bewildered
as I entered Heaven's door,
Not by the beauty of it all,
nor the lights or its decor.
But it was the folks in Heaven
who made me sputter and gasp-The thieves, the liars, the sinners,
the alcoholics and the trash.
There stood the kid from year seven
who swiped my lunch money twice.
Next to him was my old neighbour,
who never said anything nice.
Joe, who I always thought
was rotting away in hell,
Was sitting pretty on cloud nine,
looking incredibly well.
I nudged Jesus, 'What's the deal?
I would love to hear Your take.
How'd all these sinners get up here?
God must've made a mistake.
'And why is everyone so quiet,
so somber - give me a clue.'
'Hush, child,' He said, 'they're all in shock.
No one thought they'd be seeing you.'
JUDGE NOT!!
Remember...Going to church doesn't make you a Christian
any more than standing in your garage makes you a car.
Every saint has a PAST… Every sinner has a FUTURE!
Life without God is like an unsharpened pencil...
IT HAS NO POINT!
Sphere
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Special Anniversary
wishes go to

Pat and Jack Wilde
60th

who celebrate their
[Diamond] Wedding Anniversary
on the 28th March

Eileen and Ian Roberts - 17th March
Sue and Terry Livesey - 19th March
Wendy and Lynton Yates - 23rd March
Rebecca and Martin Roscoe - 5th April
Eva and Donald Porter - 15th May
Carol and Graham Poole - 3rd June
Pauline and Mike Bertram - 6th June

May God bless each couple on their special day.
Sphere
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To all the children
connected to
Bamber Bridge
Methodist Church

12th April - Ethan Ward will be 2
29th April - Nancy Strong will be 5
1st May - Patrick Edwards will be 17
2nd May - Daniel Shone will be 2
4th June - Michael Shone will be 7
4th June - Alannah Strong will be 9
Each day is a gift from God.
May your birthday be wrapped with beautiful gifts and
exciting memories for you and your family.
Happy Birthday !!!
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Solution to the Puzzle o page 16

The remaining letters spell out the phrase below
ONE EASTER TRADITION IS TO DECORATE EGGS

At
Your
service
Sphere
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Local Services
B.J.WATSON
Complete Independent
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

T CORNALL
& SON
NURSERYMAN AND FLORIST

The trained and caring staff
offer a Personal, Professional and
friendly service.
For help, advice and assistance
Please phone ..
Day and Night Service
Tel: 01772 626800
Fax: 01772 338383
85 Todd Lane North, Lostock Hall
PRESTON PR5 5UR

● Bouquets and arrangements
for special occasions
● Funeral arrangements
and wreathes
● Selection of fresh cut flowers
and pot plants
● Bedding plants and
hanging baskets
Darwenside Nurseries
(opposite Wallis Cycles)
Higher Walton Road
Higher Walton
Preston PR5 4HT
Tele : 01772 335643
Open 7 days a week

Martin Perry
Plumbing & Heating
All aspects of domestic plumbing
undertaken by qualified local
Corgi/Gas Safe plumber.
Bathrooms & Kitchens
Central heating
Power flushing
Installation/servicing and
breakdowns
Gas Safety certificates
Friendly, reliable service.
All jobs considered, large or small.

Phone for free estimate
01772 336758
or Mobile 07762 606557

Sphere

Richard Bargh
Time Served Carpenter & Joiner
All types of joinery work undertaken
n Full Kitchen & Bedroom fitting
service
n Laminate & Hardwood flooring
n Windows & Doors fitted
n Decking, Fencing & Gates

Free estimates
Competitive-prices
All work guaranteed
Bamber Bridge,
Preston PR5 6ZG
Tele:07811 189945
Or 01772 495098
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Contacts at Bamber Bridge
Minister: Rev. Andrew Webb

Tel: 01772 323818
Email: rev.webb@btinternet.com
BBMC Church office 01772 379954 Web site www.bbmchurch.co.uk

Church Officers

Office holder

Telephone

Church Council Secretary

Dr. Tony Andrews

697480

Church Treasurer

Mr. David Evans

337644

First Contact Steward

Mrs Desley Jefferson

432342

Organists : Mr Ron Sumner [462090} Mr Jason McMahon [07871273721]
Kurios Superintendent

Mrs Nicola Quegan

613652

Worship Leaders : Mrs Kath Roscoe [498774] and Mrs Sarah Webb [323818]

Regular Church Activities

Kurios meets on the 1st and 4th Sunday of each month.
SPACE events are on the 2nd Sunday & Pick & Pick services are on the 3rd Sunday
Brownies

Mondays 6-30pm to 8-00pm - During term time
Contact: Doreen Flannery

Tel: 498762

Coffee Morning +

Thursday 10am/11.30am

Saturday 10 am/12 noon

Thursday Fellowship +

3rd Thursday in the month at 2.00 pm
+ Contact: Mrs Lesley Ross

Tel: 334127

Parent & Toddler group

Each Tuesday during term time
Contact : Cheryl or Maurice Perry

Tel : 330504

Craft Club

Each Thursday except 3rd Thursday on the month @ 1-30pm

Lighthouse
- Junior Youth group

Contact : Wendy Yates

Tel : 466886

Alternate Thursdays 6pm /7-30pm
Contact : Mrs Sarah Webb

Tel : 323818

Cuerden Church School

Sphere
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Local Services

Peter Wignall
Painter and Decorator
Contact:
01772 719595
Or 07762234987
Domestic &
Commercial.
Highly
competitive rates.
23 years
experience.
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