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For unto us
 a child is born
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We have an extraordinary message to share of ordinary things extraordinary
through God’s transformational power. The nativity story it is full of ordinary
things: a couple making a journey required by law, people (and animals!) going
about their ordinary lives. Yet into all these ordinary situations and things,
something extraordinary happens. An inn keeper has no rooms left but offers
his stable where an extraordinary birth takes place, witnessed by animals, a
donkey and a cow for sure. A simple cow’s feeding trough, the manger,
becomes a cradle for the Son of God. Stories have been written about ordinary
animals who played an extraordinary part in this Christmas mystery. Shep-
herds minding their sheep as usual become the first to hear the angels’
extraordinary news in an extraordinary way which transforms their evening,
and I am sure their lives. Men who studied the stars found something
extraordinary which made them travel across continents to find this
extraordinary King.

Jesus, as a man ministered to the people using ordinary everyday situations,
objects and people to demonstrate his extraordinary message of love, grace
and forgiveness. The ordinary took on extraordinary meaning when lives were
touched by Jesus. Bread and wine, ordinary items, yet have extraordinary
significance in the life of a Christian.

As we go about the ‘ordinary’ preparations for Christmas, the tinsel,
decorations, presents, food, nativities, worship and festivities, may we all
encounter the risen Christ in an extraordinary way this Christmas. May we
remember that significant, extraordinary birth, and worship our extraordinary
God who will transform our ordinary lives if we offer Christ room in our hearts.

May you have a truly
extraordinary Christmas and
a transformational 2020.

God bless, Karen

PS “Each of us is an inn
keeper who decides if there
is room for Jesus”
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Minister`s Christmas Message
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God of the waiting

God of the waiting,
give us courage to wait with those in the most broken
places of the world,
and with all those who struggle to be bearers of hope
there.

We pray with those who wait for wars to stop, for
violence to cease.

God of the waiting, turn conflict into peace.
And we pray for those who have given up on the
coming of hope,
because they feel they wait in vain
at checkpoints, at borders, for jobs, for food,
and for all those whose lives are crushed under the
structures and systems of injustice.

God of the waiting, wait with your world.
Turn anger into reconciliation,
and our lack of hope into courage,
so that our waiting may be over
and all the things of darkness shall be no more.

The above Prayer is by Christian Aid
and is courtesy of the

Methodist Church website
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Sunday 22nd December at Bamber Bridge
10-30am - Nativity service

5-00pm Light and Soul Party

Tuesday 24th December at Trinity, Gregson Lane
4-00pm  - Christingle service

Tuesday 24th December at Bamber Bridge
11-15pm - Christmas Eve Communion Service

Wednesday 25th December at Bamber Bridge
9-30am All Age Celebrations
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Saturday 14th December
Bamber Bridge Methodist Church

9-30am to 12 noon “Coffee and Carols”
featuring The Preston Methodist Voices choir

=========================
Sunday  15th December

Bamber Bridge Methodist Church
Carol Service at 6-30pm

featuring The Preston Methodist Voices choir
=========================

Radio Lancashire presents
Lancashire “ Sings Christmas “

Thursday 19th December - from 7pm to 8pm
at the Conservative Club,

Cranbourne Street, Bamber Bridge

For a full list of venues see
https://lancashiresingschristmas.co.uk/venues-2019

=========================
Sunday 29th December

Kingsfold Methodist Church
5-00pm Circuit Carol service

Carols
 at Christmas

https://lancashiresingschristmas.co.uk/venues-2019
https://lancashiresingschristmas.co.uk/venues-2019
https://lancashiresingschristmas.co.uk/venues-2019/
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What is Christmas all about? If you believe what you see on the television or
in the high street shop windows, it`s all about this year`s “must have” toys,
clothes, food etc. But is it?  For a lot of people this will be what Christmas is
about. For others it will mean more than that. It will be the opportunity once
again to celebrate the birth of their Saviour, Jesus. I came across these
quotes about Christmas on the Internet.   If you use the Internet, just type in
“Christian quotes about Christmas” into your search engine and you will find
various sights on the subject. Below is a sample of what I found.
Eric  Chatburn

“At this Christmas when Christ comes, will He find a warm heart? Mark the
season of Advent by loving and serving the others with God's own love and
concern.” - Mother Teresa

“All the Christmas presents in the world are worth nothing without the
presence of Christ." - David Jeremiah (an American conservative
evangelical Christian author in El Cajon, California, a suburb of San Diego.)

"Who can add to Christmas? The perfect motive is that God so loved the
world. The perfect gift is that He gave His only Son. The only requirement is
to believe in Him. The reward of faith is that you shall have everlasting
life."  -  Cornelia Arnolda Johanna "Corrie" ten Boom (15 April 1892 – 15
April 1983) was a Dutch watchmaker and later a writer.

“The great challenge left to us is to cut through all the glitz and glam of the
season that has grown increasingly secular and commercial, and be
reminded of the beauty of the One who is Christmas.” - Bill Crowder ( an
American Christian author)

“The Son of God became a man to enable men to become the sons of God.”
- C.S. Lewis (Clive Staples Lewis was a British writer and lay theologian.
Lived: 29 Nov 1898 - 22 Nov 1963 (age 64)

“Take Christ out of Christmas, and December becomes the bleakest and
most colourless month of the year.” - A. F. Wells (author born in 1912)

Christian quotes about Christmas

https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/inspiring-quotes/25-quotes-about-christ-for-your-christmas.html
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Youth Work News
In the New Year , I will be running a series of workshops with children from
Cuerden  Church School. It will be a fantastic opportunity to host the young
people from year 4,5 and 6 from the School. Each of the sessions will look
at the life, the work and the impact of three people.

Would you like to be involved?

You would need to be willing to give a day for each of these dates:
Year 4:  CS Lewis Friday  31st January

Year 6: Martin Luther King  Friday 28th February

Year 5: John Wesley Friday, 13th March

If you are interested or even just curious  and would like to know more,
please get in touch with me.

Nicola Gleeson
Children, Youth and Families
worker  with  Penwortham,
Kingsfold, Bamber Bridge, and Trinity Gregson Lane

Mobile: 07754277519        or email : nicolagleeson.prestonribble@gmail.com
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Black Friday has gone, but Christmas has still to come. Do you shop
online? Do you still fancy finding a bargain and making some “easy”
money for church funds? Then try using easyfunding.

What is “easyfundraising”
easyfundraising® is the UK’s biggest charity shopping fundraising site.
It's simple to use and it's free. Since it was launched in 2005, it has helped
thousands of good causes raise money simply by shopping online. The
community of over 1.6 million loyal supporters has so far raised over £28
million.

How does it work?
“Easyfundraising” turns your everyday online shopping into free
donations for your favourite cause. How? Just start your online shopping
first at www.easyfundraising.org.uk, then shop as normal. Their retailers
will then make a small donation to say “thank you”.

What do you have to do ?
Just follow these on screen prompts:-
1. Get started >>> Choose a cause to support then join for free
2. Start shopping >>> Visit retailers and then shop online as normal
3. Raise donations >>>  Your cause receives free donations every three
months

So how are we doing ?

Bamber Bridge Methodist Church & Community Centre
Has raised £658.30p (as of 25th November 2019)

From 23 supporters

Easy … money
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I saw the hill was very steep.
An upward climb for me to meet.
 I felt an angel by my side.
And that helped me realise.
You can do most things.
If you hang onto their wings.

A halo also I do see.
Really is a comfort to me.
My halo you see is quite battered and bent.
It has slipped and showing a dent.
But trust in God and just believe.
Are the words I hear I do perceive.

 So prayers will be answered this I believe.
Just have faith and don't despair.
God will walk with you everywhere.
=====================================================
I asked God if he was busy the other day.
I'm always busy but never too busy he did say.
What is it child you want me to hear.
At that point I felt a tear.
I didn't need to speak or say a word.
Somehow I knew God had already heard.
He had already seen what was written in my heart.
And he understood each and every apart.
I prayed a silent prayer between him and me.
I now leave it in his gentle hands the best plan
I think you would agree!!

Many thanks to the writers of these  anonymously
 written poems submitted from Trinity  Methodist Church.

Pause for Thought



Sphere December 2019 to February 2020 Page 11

Circuit Massive Messy  Light Party
On Saturday the 26th of October we were nervously setting up New Longton
hall ready for the Massive Messy Light Party. As helpers arrived they set up
their activities and helped finish decorating the room.  We hoped families
would experience being part of a bigger picture and  that understanding would
be good. It was also an opportunity for individual Church teams to practice the
benefits of working as part of a bigger team.

WELL It has to be said I was blown away by the generosity of spirit shared by
each person who took part in making  the night a success. Each adult or
teenage helper gave their energy, money, creativity, and time to this event. So
before we started we had achieved much, nine churches  came together to
make the event memorable. They all worked so hard wanting everyone to
know they were welcome and wanted at the party.

The number of people that came was totally unexpected. We ‘guestimated’ at
50 people; we got double that number. The family feedback was all positive.

Each church provided a game and a craft and there was a team in the kitchen
serving food and drinks. Darren’s team presented a puppet show at the end of
the evening.

I feel it is safe to say Massive Messy Light Party was a
success (and is actively looking for a shorter name!)J
We are now reviewing the event with the intention of
developing it in the future.

Nicola Gleeson
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Wishing you all
a very

Happy Christmas
and a

Peaceful New Year

Ann Forrest

Wishing you a
Happy, Holy
and Peaceful

Christmas.
God bless

Audrey Boothroyd

A Happy and
Peaceful Christmas

to all our
Church Family

Pauline & Mike

Wishing you all
Peace & Happiness

at Christmas

Evelyn & Donald
Porter

Peace and Joy
to all at

Christmas

Anne & Roy Clapham
and Family

Wishing everyone
Peace and Joy
at Christmas

Valerie and Brian
Woodruffe

Wishing you all the
blessings of

Christmas and
health & happiness

in the New Year
Jean and Catherine

Ambler

Unto us a child is
born, praise him with

allelujahs. Love &
heartfelt blessings

this Christmas

Wendy and Lynton

Mary visits Elizabeth
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Love & blessings to
all our church Family

at Bamber Bridge
Methodist Church

this Christmas.
Judith, Emily &
Sophie Laycock

Wishing all a very
Peaceful

Christmas and
New Year

Rob and Laura Perry

Peace and
Happiness to
all friends at

Christmas

Linda Trafford

Love and Peace
at this

Special time

Ellen and Kevin
Savage

Happy Christmas
and a

Peace filled
New Year.

Lin and Phil Waring

To all my friends at
Church, a very Happy

Christmas and a
Peaceful New Year.

Margaret Howell

Wishing everyone a
Happy and Holy

Christmas.

John and Fran
StuttardMary & Joseph

Travel to Bethleham

Wishing you a
Happy Christmas.

Love
Martin, Rebecca
Seren and Violet
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God`s blessings of
Love, Joy and Peace

to all our
church family.

Sally and John
Wilson

Blessings to all our
Church family.

Mary Ryan
and Margaret

Wishing you all a
Peaceful Christmas
and a Happy New

Year.

Marlene Yates

Season`s greetings
and good health to

everyone.

Elinor Carruthers

My best wishes for a
Happy and Peaceful

Christmas season

Anne Turton

Peace, Joy and Love
this Christmas and to
the little ones at our
church a happy time.

Edith HallJesus is born in
 a stable

May God`s blessings
be with you this

Christmas and
always.

Love from
Don and Kath

Wishing everyone a
Joyous, healthy and
wonderful Christmas

and New Year.

Hazel and Ron Sumner



Sphere December 2019 to February 2020 Page 15

John and Sally
Have a wonderful

Christmas & New Year.
From Gerry, Sarah

and Family.
Thanks for all your

support

A happy Christmas,
Love, Peace & Joy

to all our
church family.

Sue and Terry

Wishing all my
church family

Love and a Peaceful
Christmas and a
Joyful New Year

Christine Billington

Love and

Christmas blessings
to all.

from
Leslie and Lesley

Peace, Love &
Happiness to all our

church family and our
friends at Trinity. A

Happy & blessed
Christmas to everyone.

Eileen and Ian
Roberts

May the Peace of
Christ fill your

hearts and homes.

Cheryl and Maurice

Wishing everyone a
Happy Christmas and
a Peaceful New Year.

God bless.

Jean & Ron Hogg
and Family

Wishing everyone a
Happy and Peaceful

Christmas.
Bless you all.

Freda and Ron Smith

Shepherds hear the
“Good News”
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“Every Blessing”
at Christmas and
throughout  the

New Year.

Love
Margaret and Eric

Eunice, David, Naomi,
Dan, Zoe, Wez and

 Indie wish everyone
A Peaceful and Happy

Christmas

With best wishes
 to all

Muriel Yates

Best wishes for a
Happy Christmas and
a Peaceful New Year.

Janet Bange

Happy Christmas
to all the

church family

Brenda Iredale

I wish you all a
 Happy Christmas

 and a Peaceful
 New Year

Jean Jones

A Happy and Peaceful
Christmas to all our
friends at Bamber
Bridge, Trinity and

Longridge

Carol & Graham Poole

Wise Men come
bearing gifts

May the Peace and
Joy of Christmas

be with you.
Emmanuel,
God with us

Eunice Byers
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Wishing the peace
 that passes all

understanding to all
 our friends at Bamber
Bridge this Christmas

and always.
Jason and Ben

Wishing you a truly
blessed and peace-filled

Christmas as we
celebrate our amazing

gift - EMMANUEL, GOD
WITH US, HALLELUJAH.

Karen and Steve
le Mouton

Many thanks to everyone for your contributions.
They are very much  appreciated.

The total raised was £215

Welcome
Reverend Janet Clasper

Janet has retired and is now a Supernumerary Minister
 living in our circuit.

A very warm welcome and a happy retirement
to Janet and her husband David.

Sorry to see you go
Due to falling numbers over the last few months, the Brownies group
which has met at Bamber Bridge Methodist Church on a Monday
evening for several years has finally had to close. That`s the sad news.

The good news is that they have moved and are now part of the group
that meets at St Aidan`s church. So, good luck and best wishes to
Doreen Flannery and the other leaders. May you and all the girls
continue to flourish in your new surroundings.

A Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New Year
to everyone.

Brenda & John
Bleasdale
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We are a
 Facebook church.

We seek His face

And open His book

Ho! Ho! Ho!

Twas the night before
 Christmas and all through the

house not a person
 was stirring …..

Because they were all
staring at their flipping

 mobiles !!!!
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Pause for Thought
Thank you for becoming an ordinary person. On Christmas morning
and after, help us not to be disappointed by what we have been
given. Help us to remember the shepherds, who delighted in the
surprising sight of an ordinary baby sent by God.

May you find this Christmas inner peace
Equal to the patient love you give,
Releasing all the pain you can release,
Renewing all the grace with which you live.
Yearnings may you turn to rhapsodies,
Choosing to find happiness in beauty,
Holding in their haunting melodies
Riches that sustain your sense of duty.
In anger may you find an evening star
Showing you the way to Bethlehem.
The angels that watch naked from afar
May you hear sing of who would none condemn.
As all you love are blessed in having you
So may you feel the joy in all you do.

By Nicholas Gordon.
[An American poet and scholar born in 1940 in Albany, New York.
He runs a website  www.poemsforfree.com. You can read all of his
poems for free, and there are lots of them.]
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Why is Boxing Day call Boxing Day??

December 26 is not only a day for Father Christmas to catch his breath but a
public holiday known as Boxing Day in the United Kingdom and other British
Commonwealth countries such as Australia, Canada and New Zealand.

In spite of its peculiar name, Boxing Day has nothing to do with fisticuffs, the
trashing of empty boxes left over from Christmas or the return of unwanted
presents to department stores. The term is of British origin, and the Oxford
English Dictionary traces its earliest print attribution to 1833, four years
before Charles Dickens referred to it in “The Pickwick Papers.”

The exact roots of the holiday name are unknown, but there are two leading
theories, both of which are connected to charity traditionally distributed to
lower classes on the day after Christmas.

One idea is that December 26 was the day centuries ago when lords of the
manor and aristocrats typically distributed “Christmas boxes” often filled with
small gifts, money and leftovers from Christmas dinner to their household
servants and employees, who were required to work on December 25, in
recognition of good service throughout the year. These boxes were, in
essence, holiday bonuses.

Another popular theory is that the Boxing Day moniker arose from the alms
boxes that were placed in churches during the Advent season for the
 collection of monetary donations from parishioners. Clergy members
distributed the contents of the boxes to the poor on December 26, which is
also the feast of St. Stephen, the first Christian martyr and a figure known for
acts of charity. (Ireland celebrates December 26 as St. Stephen’s Day.)

Although the practice of almsgiving on December 26 has faded with charity
now being given in the weeks leading up to Christmas, the Boxing Day name
has endured. These days, December 26 is a popular holiday in the United
Kingdom and Commonwealth countries for watching sports such as soccer
and cricket, shopping and visiting friends.

Data source:
https://www.history.com/news/why-is-the-day-after-christmas-called-
boxing-day
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A Page to Colour
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Keep an eye on the Circuit plan for other dates.

Keep an eye on the notice boards or the Weekly
Church Notices for more information or
updates about the above dates.

05 Jan 2020 Covenant Sunday

06 Jan 2020 Feast of the Epiphany

06 Jan 2020 Cuerden School reopens

18 - 25 Jan 2020 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

26 Jan 2020 World Leprosy  Day

27 Jan 2020 Holocaust Memorial Day

05 Feb 2020 7-30pm BBMC Church Council Meeting

14 Feb 2020 St Valentine`s Day

16 Feb 2020 Inputs for next issue of Sphere required

25 Feb 2020 Shrove Tuesday

26 Feb 2020 Ash Wednesday - Lent begins
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Paul Jefferson - 27th December

Irene Montgomery - 16th December

Roy Clapham - 6th February

Edith Hall - 27th December

Lindsay Waring - 10th February

Fraser Todd - 20th February

Nick Johnson - 25th February

Special Birthdays Wishes
To the Young at Heart

May the love of God surround you and your
loved ones on your special day.
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Congratulations and best wishes on your
Wedding Anniversary

Nadine and Daren Sumner
12th December 2019

Fiona and Laurence Shone
5th January 2020

If you would like a special birthday or  anniversary  including in Sphere  - please
forward the details to:- Eric Chatburn or Gordon Whittle

[see page 26 for contact details]
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To all the children connected to
Bamber Bridge Methodist Church

Thea Fulton - age 3 - 11th December

Seren Roscoe - age 5 - 1st January

Sophie Laycock - age 11 - 27th January

Corvus Illingworth - age 9 - 11th February

Elizabeth Singleton - age 9 - 16th February

Hannabel Carey - age 5- 17th February

Noah Yates - age 1 -  22nd February

Ava Morgan - age 6 - 27th February

Each day is a gift from God.
May your birthday be wrapped with beautiful gifts

and exciting memories for you and your family.
Happy Birthday !!!
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Local Services

Peter Wignall
Painter and Decorator

Contact:
01772 719595

 Or 07762234987

Domestic &
Commercial.

Highly
competitive rates.

Over 23 years
experience.

If you would like - an article - a special birthday
 or  anniversary

including in Sphere please forward  the details
to:-

Eric Chatburn [email] chatburn@talktalk.net
Tel : 01772337495

Or
Gordon Whittle [email] gwhittle@talk21.com

Tel : 01254853144

BW MOORHEY LTD
Kitchen & Bathroom Specialist

BRIAN WOODRUFFE
4 MOORHEY CRESCENT

BAMBER BRIDGE
PRESTON PR5 6YQ

FREE DESIGN AND SURVEYS
Tel : 01772 494471
Mob: 07931377973

E: bwmoorheyltd@aol.com

mailto:chatburn@talktalk.net
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Church Officers Office holder Telephone

Church Council Secretary Dr. Tony Andrews 697480

Church Treasurer Mr. David Evans 337644

First Contact Steward Mrs Desley Jefferson 432342

Organist Mr Ron Sumner 462090

Kurios Superintendent Mrs Nicola Quegan 613652

Worship Leader Mrs Kath Roscoe 498774

Regular Church Activities

Kurios meets each Sunday except the 3rd Sunday of the month.
Circuit “SPACE” events on the 2nd Sunday & Pick & Pick services on the 3rd Sunday

Coffee Morning + Thursday 10am/11.30am     Saturday 10 am/12 noon

Thursday Fellowship + 3rd Thursday in the month at 2.00 pm

+ Contact: Mrs Lesley Ross Tel: 334127

Parent & Toddler group Each Tuesday during term time
Contact : Cheryl or Maurice Perry Tel : 330504

Craft Club Each Thursday except 3rd Thursday  on the month @ 1-30pm

Contact : Wendy Yates Tel : 466886

Lighthouse
- Junior Youth group

Alternate Thursdays 6pm to 7-30pm
Contact : Nicky Gleeson

Tel :
07811775825

Young Adult Group Alternate Fridays 6.30pm to 8.30pm
Contact : Lynton Yates
                 or  Nicky Gleeson (see above)

Tel : 466886

Cuerden Church School                                Tel : 335033
Head Teacher : Mrs Nicola Sherry

Minister: Rev. Karen Le Mouton Tel: 01772 323818
Email: karenlemouton@gmail.com

BBMC Church office 01772 379954   Web site www.bbmchurch.co.uk

Contacts at Bamber Bridge



Local Services

Sphere December 2019 to February 2020 Page 28

B.J.WATSON
Complete Independent

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

The trained and caring staff
 offer a Personal, Professional and

friendly  service.
For help, advice and assistance

Please phone ..
Day and Night Service

Tel: 01772 626800
Fax: 01772 338383

85 Todd Lane North, Lostock Hall
PRESTON PR5 5UR

T CORNALL
& SON

NURSERYMAN AND FLORIST

● Bouquets and arrangements
for special occasions

● Funeral arrangements
and wreathes

● Selection of fresh cut flowers
and pot plants

● Bedding plants and
hanging baskets

 Darwenside Nurseries
 (opposite Wallis Cycles)
 Higher Walton Road
 Higher Walton
 Preston PR5 4HT

 Tele : 01772 335643
 Open 7 days a week


