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Minister`s Message from Bamber Bridge
Steve & I have enjoyed watching things appear in the garden
during our first year here (I can’t believe we are already well
into our second year!) and each plant had to be let grown so
we knew if it was meant to be there or a weed! Not being
knowledgeable about many plants and shrubs it has been a big
learning curve. However, the result was an abundance of
plants which thrived and spread like crazy.
This has meant we had to prune back very
hard to create space and allow for new
growth. The result was a very sparce and
barren winter garden. Everything had died
back or been cut back to basics. This has also
allowed us access to the ground to prepare
the soil for new growth. We have waited and watched over
the months and seemingly nothing has been happening and we wondered if
it would ever bring forth life again. Yet we know from past experience that a
lot is happening underground, hidden from our sight e.g., bulbs split, and
new bulbs are born underground.
We are also aware from last year, that we need to have
support structures in place for some plants for them to
develop and thrive. Most importantly, we know that the
new growth stems from the older shrubs, which sprout
young shoots; new flowers come from those who have died
and shed their seeds. AND, YES, there are signs of new
growth already – the snow drops, the new buds, those hardy
plants who have borne the brunt of winter weather and who are coming
through to a stronger new growth.
What can we learn from our Creator God and his creation about our lives as
individuals and as a church? I’m sure many of you can see the parallels: due
to the pandemic our church buildings have been closed, seemingly dead. Yet
some activities have battled on - foodbanks, other essential support services.
Our activities have been severely pruned and new ways of worshipping and
working have sprung up.
>>>>> continued on page 4
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Minister`s Message from Bamber Bridge
As we look to the future, post vaccinations and the churches reopening, we
need to consider prayerfully: What is God doing now? Where can we see
signs of new life and opportunities in Bamber Bridge? What had died that we
need to let go of, so there is space (and energy) for new growth? We need
to be careful of our sometimes-big feet trampling young growth instead of
looking for how we can offer support structures to nurture and develop
opportunities for growth.
The world has changed and moved on into a whole new era, the church has
the same opportunity too. Maybe it’s time to prepare the soil and plant
some new plants in our gardens of life, and as a church. What has been our
past needs to be released, including the hurts, resentments, bitterness and
anything else that is hindering us from embracing, with anticipation and
excitement, the future and all it’s opportunities. Be assured, though the
world as we knew it has changed, Jesus is still the same, yesterday and
forever, and on him we can depend. As we have entered into the period of
Lent may we deepen our own roots of faith as we prepare ourselves to
remember that Christ is risen and will come again.
Singing the Faith 306
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
Wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green.
In the grave they laid him, Love whom men had slain,
Thinking that he never would awake again,
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:
Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
He that for the three days in the grave had lain,
Quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen:
When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
Then your touch can call us back again,
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been.
(John Macleod Campbell Crum)
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Minister`s Message from Trinity, Gregson Lane
Dear Friends,
By the time you read this, I will have begun my sabbatical. For those who
do not know, every 7 years the Methodist Church gives all Methodist
ministers a gift ; a three-month break from normal duties. It is a gift that we
are not allowed to refuse! As I am now in the seventh year of ministry, my
turn has come round. For the whole of March, April and May I will be free
from the normal routines of ministry.
I had great plans for this 3-month period. I had planned to spend time
learning more about disability, church and faith. I wanted to go back to
college and continue the studies I began 9 years ago. I also planned to
spend some time on retreat, to join a sign-language class, and to travel to
Lourdes to work as a volunteer among the pilgrims.
Now, due to Covid, none of those things will be possible. Instead, I will have
to do my learning at home, online. My travelling and gathering with others
will be restricted by the limits imposed by the government. I will be forced
to rest, to be still, to engage with God in a way that I know I will find difficult
because I am at heart a restless soul. Perhaps this is the lesson God wants
me to learn during this time: “Be still, and know that I am God”.
For a whole year now we have all been forced to be still, to stop doing the
things we have always done, to find new ways to worship and serve God.
We are missing the old ways and looking forward to getting back to normal.
But perhaps God is asking us to embrace the lessons we have learned
during this long, enforced sabbatical. To learn to worship in new ways, in
new places. To stop rushing around to meetings and services, and to learn
to wait on God just where we are.
I wish you all a happy and blessed Easter, and pray that you will find
yourself in the presence of the risen Lord, wherever you may be.

God be with you,
Rev Janet
Sphere
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This is Holy Week
7 days that Changed the World
“Live in Church” services currently planned at Bamber Bridge.
Maximum number of available places is 60 [including those on duty]
All services are subject to the easement of lockdown restrictions.
If necessary, details of alternative services will be available later.
Current information is correct at the time of issue of Sphere
================================
PALM SUNDAY - Sunday 28th March 2021
10-30am : Morning Worship
MAUNDY THURSDAY - Thursday 1st April 2021
11-15am : United Communion service with Trinity, Gregson Lane
GOOD FRIDAY - Friday 2nd April 2021
10-00am - United service with Trinity, Gregson Lane
EASTER SUNDAY - Sunday 4th April 2021
10-30am : United service with Trinity, Gregson Lane
—––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Booking arrangements for the above services are :
Call : 07803 314088 (only operative during the published times)
Sunday Morning services e.g. 28th March (10.30 am)
Book : 6 to 7pm Friday before or 9.00 am to 12.00 noon Saturday before
Easter Services : Maundy Thursday: Good Friday : Easter Sunday
Book: 10.00 am to 12.00 noon Tuesday 30 March
or 2.00 to 4.00 pm Wednesday 31 March
Thursday Communion services will continue after Easter on the SECOND
Thursday of the month. Next services are 15th April & 13th May
Book : 10.00 am to 12.00 noon Tuesday before
Or 6.00 to 7.00 pm Wednesday before
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Easter Services & Events
The following “Live in Church” service is currently planned
At Trinity, Gregson Lane church
MAUNDY THURSDAY : Thursday 1st April 2021
7-00pm Local Arrangement service.
To book your place, please phone Jenny Tillotson

THIS IS AN EVENT
FOR THE

WHOLE
CHURCH
FAMILY
EVERYONE IS INVITED
NO NEED TO
BOOK A PLACE
SOCIAL DISTANCING
WILL BE OBSERVED

He
Is
Risen
Sphere
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GENERAL CHURCH MEETING 2021
The General Church Meeting is open to all those associated with the
Church. The agenda can be quite varied, but the most significant item is
that there is a “conversation about the work of God within the local church
and community”
This is your chance to have your say about what has happened, what is
happening and what you would like to see happening within the local
church.
The General Church Meeting also provides the means and opportunity for
new Church Stewards and Representatives from the meeting to the Church
Council to be appointed.
If you are interested in either of the appointments, please have a chat to
our Minister about what is involved.
More information about how the meeting will be conducted will be
available over the coming weeks.
Below are the dates for this year`s General Church Meetings.
Note the dates, try to be a part of the Meeting, make your voice heard
and help seek the Will of God for this part of the Circuit.

Bamber Bridge - Wednesday 5th of May at 7-30pm.
Trinity, Gregson Lane - Monday June 28th at 7.00p.m.
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At the Bamber Bridge Church Council meeting on the 3rd
of February, plans to extend the Memorial Garden where
again discussed and referred to the Property Committee
for further discussion and a final recommendation to be
made to the next meeting of the Church Council. Also
discussed where the guidelines relating to the internment
of ashes in the garden. Below are the updated guidelines including the
addition of the final sentence requested at the Church Council.

MEMORIAL GARDEN
Guidelines
The memorial garden is a consecrated area within the church grounds for
the internment of ashes of loved ones.
It is hoped that people will treat this area with respect.
Only the names of those whose ashes have been interred can have their
names inscribed on the memorial plaque.
There is a memorial book in the church where the names of loved ones
can be recorded.
The internment of ashes can only be carried out by the Minister. This must
be arranged with the Minister
We cannot bury caskets. The ashes are buried loose in the ground.
We cannot have any permanent markers, items or memorials in the
memorial garden, other than what is written on the plaque.
Flowers and small wreaths can be placed in the area beneath the
memorial plaques, normally these will be removed after 2 weeks.
The car park gates are normally open Monday to Saturday from 9am to
6pm. If locked, access can be made through the front gate on Station
Road.
Any request outside the scope of the above will be referred to the Church
Council for a decision.
Approved by Church Council
3 February 2021
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Ministerial formation & COVID-19
Student Minister Life at Queen’s
Since I last wrote, we are still in what seems like a never-ending cycle of
lockdown and then release. That has been my experience so far here at The
Queen’s Foundation in Birmingham. It has been a really interesting first
term and I feel like I have been strengthened and sustained in God’s call on
my life. I have explored several modules so far (all via Zoom) and have
begun to start writing essays and completing assignments on a range of
topics. You might be interested to know that to date I have been looking at:
● Introduction to Church History (literally a whistle stop tour of the last
2,000 years!)
● Introduction to the Old Testament (different ways of reading and
interpreting the Hebrew Bible and some key historical and geographical
arguments about its authorship)
● Christian Spirituality (looking into how people draw near to God and
focussing on prayer – Benedictine, Franciscan, Taizé, silent time etc.)
● Jewish-Christian Relations (a module on the relationship between
Christianity and Judaism and some of the hurt and antisemitism of the
past that we repent of)
● Introduction to Christian Doctrine (an exploration of key doctrines of the
Church as well as beginnings of Christology, including studying the creeds
and their importance)
● Mission & Evangelism (a module exploring how we ‘share the good news’
in our context today in a way which is relevant and appropriate, including
looking at digital evangelism as we look at the influences of online church)
● Introduction to the New Testament (exploring the Gospels, particularly
Mark and its formation as well as learning about exegesis – unpacking and
exploring a bible passage)
● Introduction to Christian Worship (a module looking at the origins of
Christian worship and the development of styles including exploring the
lectionary, music in worship and the place of the sacraments)
● Preaching Skills (an overview of what it takes to be able to preach weekly
and different approaches to putting together a sermon, including how to
prepare well)
>>>>>> continued on page 11
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As you can see, it hasn’t been quiet here, but it has been a thoroughly
enjoyable experience which has expanded not only my knowledge but also
my faith. I have also been assigned with a ‘link’ church so that I have a
community of faith with which I share with while in Birmingham. I have been
linked with The Church at Carrs Lane which is an inclusive Methodist/URC LEP
in the centre of the city. It is literally 2 minutes’ walk from the Bullring! I have
had the opportunity so far to lead worship (in person and online) and have
led an Advent Bible Study. I will also be involved in elements of Retail
Chaplaincy later in the year. It has been a blessing to be with another
inclusive and affirming church and it brings back many happy memories from
my time at BBMC.
It has been tough not to be able to share in community physically with others
on campus and we are currently only able to have meals from the canteen in
a takeaway style. In a similar way, all of the worship has been on Zoom and
we have been unable to gather together in the beautiful chapel on site.
However, it was a great honour to be able to lead an outdoor carol service on
Christmas Eve for the resident community. I hope when the restrictions ease
that we might be able to lead more outdoor worship again.
You also won’t be surprised to know that I have set up and coordinated a
virtual choir consisting of students voices from around the country. These
voices combine to contribute to our daily midday worship. It has been
wonderful to be able to sustain my music ministry during this challenging
time.
I have felt and experienced the hand of God with me during the course and
feel affirmed and encouraged that I am on the path that God wants me to be
on. I appreciate all of your ongoing prayers and support as I continue to
experience ministerial training in such a strange context. I continue to hold
the church family at BBMC and the whole
circuit in my prayers.
Best of all is, God is with us.
With every blessing,
Jason
(P.S – we have had so much snow here in
Birmingham in 2021! Here’s a picture of me
with some of it by the famous Queen’s Cross!)
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Cuerden School News - Spring term 2021
Last year was certainly a challenging time for everyone – the children,
families and staff at Cuerden were no exception to this. As a school, we have
genuinely missed the regular contact that we would normally have with
both of our churches and have enjoyed sending out cards and messages
whenever we have been able, to show that you are all very much in our
thoughts and prayers too. Advent and Christmas did not feel the same
without worships in church. For those of you who come into hear the
children read, the love and support you give to many of the children has
been greatly missed over the twelve months also.
The whole school family showed remarkable courage and resilience as we
returned to school in September, resulting in an Autumn term filled with
great learning and attitudes as we continued our journey with Jesus
together. Much time was also spent planning how we would support
families in the event of another lockdown, although I’m not sure any of us
were quite expecting the announcement on January 4th to come so quickly!
As always the school has risen to this considerable challenge! During the
course of this lockdown, we have had more than three times the number of
children attending school than we had in March 2020. Balancing educating
this number of children within the building and supporting the children who
are learning at home has, at times, not been easy. We have, however,
developed systems that allow us to fulfil the school vision of ‘growing,
learning and loving God together’. The use of an online learning platform
allows teachers to share their learning with the children at home each day.
Once they have completed their work this allows the children to send it back
to the teacher, who is then able to give them feedback. We have held a
weekly whole school worship via ‘Zoom’ which has been attended by over
one hundred children each week. We have also been so grateful to Karen
for sharing a weekly worship with us linking to our core value for the half
term. The children have really enjoyed these! To maintain a sense of
belonging and community, we have prioritised ensuring the children within
each class are able to have contact. Teachers have led a weekly class ‘catch
up’ where they are able, again through magic of ‘Zoom’, to chat with the
children and spend time sharing with one another the highs and lows of
learning at home and in school!
>>>>> More on page 13
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Cuerden School News - Spring term 2021
<<<<<< continued from page 12
In addition to this we have kept in touch with many of our families on a
weekly basis and carried a large number of doorstep visits to provide
support to any families who may have needed it.
All of the staff in school have gone above and beyond in order to support
the children and families over the last few weeks – many of them working
very long additional hours in order to manage the two-fold learning that
must take place or to help with additional cleaning that is required. The staff
in the office have worked tirelessly to support families in need of laptops or
school meal vouchers and to fill in the various forms and documents that
are now required from schools. The cleaning team have ensured that the
classrooms and shared areas are clean and sanitised each day which has
been vital to keep the school safe and secure. School has not been closed
and never has been – we really are busier than we have ever been!
The vision for the school ‘On a journey with Jesus; growing, learning and
loving God together’ is central to all of our work at Cuerden and is rooted in
scripture from Matthew’s gospel, ‘Everything is possible with God’ and it is
by remembering this that we have managed to achieve all we have in such
a short space of time!

Nicola Sherry
Headteacher, Cuerden Church School
Lent is considered to be a time of prayer and fasting.
But…What`s the correct number of days in Lent ? Is it 40/44/46
or 56 days? They are all correct !! Just depends on how you
calculate them. Lent traditionally starts on Ash Wednesday and
ends on Easter Saturday.
So, that`s 46 days if you include all the Sundays and 40 if you don`t. Most
Western Orthodox churches calculate Lent this way. It`s 44 if you follow the
Roman [Catholic] Rite and has been calculated that way since 1970 and
includes the Sundays. Lent running from Ash Wednesday to Maundy
Thursday. Among the Oriental Orthodox Churches, Lenten fasting is
observed for 56 days before Easter.
[information sourced from Wikipedia]
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LEPROSY MISSION NEWS
Here is an unconditional love that keeps on giving
Leprosy is a disease often considered confined to Biblical times.
But did you know there are almost a quarter of a million new leprosy cases
diagnosed each year? Even though there is a cure for leprosy, for every
person treated there are a hidden 20 needing the cure.

Zaina

Leprosy hides in remote villages like Namatua, where Zaina
lives in Cabo Delgado, Mozambique’s most northern
province. There are no doctors in Namatua, and medical
care is scarce. Leprosy is shrouded by fear and
misunderstanding, which means people with the disease
face extreme discrimination. It has separated loved ones
and torn families apart. But through the power of
unconditional love, life in Mozambique, is changing.

The Leprosy Mission is raising up people like Zaina to become Leprosy
Changemakers, to lead the fight against leprosy. They are part of a sea
change, paving the way for a Mozambique free of leprosy and discrimination.
Zaina was shown God's unconditional love through the kindness of a
stranger. Zaina was a young mum when she first noticed discoloured patches
on her skin. She didn’t know what they were, but when they became visible
to other people in her home village of Namatua, they recognised the signs of
leprosy. Because of age-old myths surrounding disease, some of the villagers
banished her to the forest, chanting “go to the bush” over and over. Together
with her young son, Zaina was forced to live in the forest. If that wasn’t hard
enough, a group of villagers came to take her little boy away. Zaina was
heartbroken. Hungry and without medicine, her body became increasingly
weak.
By the grace of God a stranger found Zaina in the forest. He built her a hut to
shelter from the rain and took her to a health post where her leprosy was
cured. Leprosy Changemakers, trained by The Leprosy Mission, were able to
go to Namatua and teach the villagers about leprosy and how it is easily
cured.
>>>>> continued on page 15
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Zaina was able to take back her future into her own hands and is now a
thriving member of her community. Determined others shouldn't have to
suffer a similar fate, Zaina has trained as a Leprosy Changemaker. She is able
to recognise the early signs of leprosy and has made it her mission to encourage others affected by the disease.

The Unconditional Appeal sees churches in the UK partner with
communities in Mozambique to build community hubs. A community hub, or
a Hub of Hope, gives a beating heart to a village like Namatua, a place from
which to lead the fight against leprosy. A place where Leprosy
Changemakers, like Zaina, can learn to recognise early symptoms of the
disease. Crucially, a Hub of Hope is a place where people affected by leprosy
are welcomed unconditionally.
Will you become a Leprosy Changemaker today by sharing
Jesus's unconditional love for people with leprosy? There is a
wonderful opportunity, thanks to UK Aid Match, for your
unconditional love to go twice as far. Gifts to The Unconditional
Appeal made from 24 January to 24 April 2021 will be DOUBLED
by the UK government.
For example, a gift of £24 will bring the cure to someone with leprosy. By
giving £24 your gift will be doubled to £48 so two people can be found,
diagnosed and cured. It costs £70 to train a Leprosy Changemaker to
recognise the early signs of the disease. They will act as a supportive friend
to travel with to a healthpost or make contact with a Community Health
Worker who can give the cure. So by giving £35 today, your donation
becomes £70, training a Leprosy Changemaker whose love goes on to
transform the lives of others.
Whatever the amount of the gift, it will benefit the work of the Changemakers.
You can give directly to the Leprosy Mission website
www.leprosymission.org.uk or contact Sally Wilson [01772 322458] who will
happily arrange to pass on your gift .
This is an unconditional love that keeps giving.
‘We love because He first loved us.’
1 John 4:19 (NIV)
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The Humming Bird - by Carol Poole
There is a story about a humming bird who lived in a huge forest which was
consumed by fire. All the animals ran out of the forest and were standing
transfixed as they watched their homes burn. They felt helpless and overwhelmed, except for the little humming bird who said, “ I’m going to do
something about this fire’’. So she flew off to the nearest stream, took a
drop of water into her beak and put it on the fire, she does this time after
time, after time, after time. Meanwhile, all the other animals, much bigger,
like the elephant with a big trunk that could hold much more water, are
standing watching her and saying, “ You’re too little. This fire is too big !
Your wings are too little and your beak is too small. You can only bring a
small drop of water at a time.’’ As they continued to discourage her, she
turned to them and said, “ I’m doing the best I can.’’
As people continue to ask the question about why the Covid virus is not
abating more quickly the NHS are saying, “ We are doing the best we can’’;
the scientists are saying “ We are doing the best we can’’; the government
are saying, “ We are doing the best we can’’, and I for one, feel sure this is
true, so we could all do with a bit less discouragement from the general
public, who sit on the fence just watching.
Having said that we have also heard of so many positive things happening
over the past 10 months – people organising food banks – people shopping
for their neighbours – people seeing that the elderly and the lonely have a
lifeline to the outside world by telephoning and giving encouragement that
this situation WILL pass. What a difference small gestures like these mean
to people, it gives them hope of a brighter future, and lets them know
someone cares.
As followers of Jesus we are called to care and to share, and to help where
we can – remember the story of the Good Samaritan ! The Chief Rabbi
Jonathon Sachs once said, together we are called to heal a fractured world.
The humming bird may have only been able to put one drop of water on
the fire but if we ALL put a drop of water on the fire it would go out, then
life could continue and we could sing with joy again.
The hymn writer Fred Kaan wrote this:
Thank you for the hopes of the day that will come,
for all the change that will happen in time;
God, for the future our spirits prepare,
Hallow our doubts and redeem us from fear.
Can you be a humming bird to someone ?

Sphere

Issue 65 March 2021

Page 16

“PEER TALK”
The note below from received Rev Dr Roger Walton in relation to “PeerTalk”
which provides peer support groups for those living with depression,
anxiety and related conditions. There are various groups across the country,
including three groups in the Preston area (at Intact Centre, Ingol, Central
Methodist Church and UCLan). It was discussed at Church Council on 3rd
February where it was felt that we could not make a monetary contribution,
but we could hold the work in our prayers. It was suggested that it be
included in the Prayer Diary at a suitable date.

Editor`s Note :
This has been added to the
March Thoughts list for
31st March.
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Although the weather`s cold outside
With frost and snow and ice,
Just sit and ponder what`s to come
In just a few weeks time.
The soil within our gardens will surely come alive
With fresh new shoots and colours
To welcome Spring with joy and pride.
And down our country lanes the trees will waken too
And birds will build their nests as only they can do.
But all these are reminders sent to us each year
Of the great change related in a story, oh so dear,
It begins with the birth of a baby, whom God sent to us all with love,
That we might learn to till and sow and share the beauty we have grown.
His land He loaned us for a while and put us on our trust
To work and toil and make things that are good.
But sadly there are some who`ve turned away from trust
And only think of damaging to get their kicks and buzz.
So as the Old Year closes and the New Year begins
I ask us all to remember why God put us on our trust
For He only loaned His precious land for just a little while.
So don`t pollute our rivers, nor damage our trees
Or spoil such endless beauty of nature`s gifts that please.
Just make a brand new promise to change your way of life
And now is the time to make it at the beginning of new life.

This poem was written and submitted by the late Barbara Boon.
It first appeared in the March 2001 issue of Sphere.

Sphere

Issue 65 March 2021

Page 18

Pause for Thought
Thoughts about Growing Old
●Growing old is mandatory; growing up is optional
● Forget the health foods. I need all the preservatives
I can get.
● When you fall down, you wonder what else you can
do while you`re down there.
● Time is a great healer, but a lousy beautician.

● Wisdom comes with age, but sometimes age
come alone.

1. I was made to wash as a child
2. People who wash are hypocrites. They reckon they are cleaner
than other people.
3. There are too many different kinds of soap. I could never
decide which one is right.
4. I used to wash. It got boring, so I stopped.
5. I still wash on special occasions, like Christmas and Easter.
6. None of my friends wash.
7. I`m still young. When I`m older and have got a bit dirtier,
I might start washing.
8. I really don`t have the time.
9. The bathroom is never warm enough.
10. People who make soap are only after money.
This item first appeared in the March 1992 issue. It was submitted
anonymously with the following footnote :- the writer who produced
this gem for the Inglewhite Congregational Church`s magazine goes
on to explain … “If the above puzzles you, try substituting the words
“church” and “Christian” for the words connected with “washing”.
Sphere
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A Page to Colour (for the young)

(And the young at Heart)
Sphere
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Books of the Bible Word search
T N E W T E S T A M E N T U
A V O H E J H E S S W A T T
E J O V J O H N L S E S I P
C H B T S E D U J E H S M R
O R S U J E K E A M T I O O
L E U E J E K T A A T A T M
O V T I

I W P S A J A C H A

S E I H E B R E W S M T Y N
S L T M T O T T N E U S I S
I A J U E M L L N E T V S H
A T H A A E P H E S I A N S
N I S R S U S E J P E T E R
S O K U T S N A I T A L A G
S N S A L V A T I O N O S T

MARK
SALVATION
GALATIANS
TIMOTHY
MATTHEW
REVELATION
NEWTESTAMENT
ACTS
TITUS
HEBREWS
JAMES
JESUS
JUDE
EPHESIANS
JEHOVA
COLOSSIANS
ROMANS
PETER
JOHN
LUKE
Solution on Pg 26

The words of this Old Irish
Blessing were sung by Stirling
University Choir during the BBC
Songs of Praise broadcast on
Sunday 10th January. It was
beautifully sung, quite moving
and inspiring.
As Spring and Summer are around
the corner, what a way to reflect
on these words and start each
day or your journey through life
in the knowledge that you are in
God`s safe and powerful hands.
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March to May : Rev Janet Titterton at Trinity is on Sabbatical leave
● 17th March : District Virtual Presbyteral Synod
● 20th March : Official start of Spring
● 24th April: District Virtual Representative Synod
● 5th May at 7-30pm : Bamber Bridge Church Annual General Meeting
● 9th to 15th May : Christian Aid Week
● 12th May : INPUTS FOR JUNE SPHERE REQUIRED
● 20th May : Ascension Day
● 23rd May : Aldersgate Sunday/Ascension Sunday/Pentecost
● 24th May : Wesley Day [commemorating when John Wesley`s heart was
“strangely warmed” in 1738 and the Methodist movement began.
● 16th June at 7-30pm : Bamber Bridge Church Council Meeting
● 24th June to 1st July : Methodist Conference 2021 in Birmingham
● 28th June at 7-00pm: Trinity, Gregson Lane Annual General Church
Meeting

Just in Fun
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Thank You for Caring
I would like to thank my friends who sent me Christmas cards and lovely
birthday cards. Thank you for your prayers, keep praying. This evil thing
will pass and the Church will be full and we can sing our lovely hymns. I will
remember our Top Table with my friends at Coffee Mornings, having a
laugh. Andrew would come along and say “are you causing trouble again? I
would answer “NOT ME.”
God`s Blessings
Edith Hall

From the Preston Salvation Army
Thank you for your help and support for our Christmas
Appeal.
This year we helped 261 families with food hampers.
1233 bags of food /toiletries were given out.
We provided toys for 290 0-10 year olds,and gifts for 216 10-18
year olds.
The food bank was also extremely busy.
Your giving enabled The Salvation Army Preston serve others across
the City and beyond.
Thank you once again
Kind regards
Claire Bowerman [Community Centre Co-Ordinator]

Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass.
It’s about learning to dance in the rain.
Sphere
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Sue and Terry Livesey
Celebrate their 55th Wedding Anniversary
[Emerald] On the 19th of March

Wendy and Lynton Yates
Celebrate their 30th Wedding Anniversary
[Pearl] On the 23rd of March

Carol and Graham Poole
Celebrate their 10th Wedding Anniversary
[Tin] On the 3rd of June

Eileen and Ian Roberts - 17th March
Pat and Jack Wilde - 28th March
Rebecca and Martin Roscoe - 5th April
Eva and Donald Porter - 15th May
Pauline and Mike Bertram - 6th June
May the Love of God surround you and your families
on your special day and for many years to come.
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Happy Birthday wishes to the following children
connected to Bamber Bridge Methodist Church
18th March - Isabelle Quegan will be 15
23rd March - Violet Roscoe will be 2
12th April - Ethan Ward will be 4
29th April - Nancy Strong will be 7
2nd May - Daniel Shone will be 4
4th May - Hollie Illingworth will be 9
4th June - Michael Shone will be 9
4th June - Alannah Strong will be 11

Ian Roberts
22nd May
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TELL THE EDITOR
THANK YOU
TO ALL THE CONTRIBUTORS
I would really like to hear what
you think about SPHERE and
would welcome any new ideas.
So, if you would like something
including : an article or birthday or
anniversary.
Please contact me :
Eric Chatburn
[email] chatburn@talktalk.net
Tel : 01772337495
Or Mobile 07963380923

THE DEADLINE FOR INPUTS FOR
JUNE 2021 ISSUE IS :
WEDNESDAY 12th MAY 2021

Peter Wignall
Painter and Decorator
Contact:
01772 719595
Or 07762234987
Domestic &
Commercial.
Highly
competitive rates.
Over 25 years
experience.

T CORNALL
& SON
NURSERYMAN AND FLORIST
● Bouquets and arrangements
for special occasions
● Funeral arrangements
and wreathes
● Selection of fresh cut flowers
and pot plants
● Bedding plants and
hanging baskets
Darwenside Nurseries
(opposite Wallis Cycles)
Higher Walton Road
Higher Walton
Preston PR5 4HT
Tele : 01772 335643
Open 7 days a week
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Contacts at Bamber Bridge
Minister: Rev. Karen Le Mouton

Tel: 01772 323818
Email: karenlemouton@gmail.com
BBMC Church office 01772 379954 Web site www.bbmc.shrimper.org.uk
Church Officers

Office holder

Telephone

Church Council Secretary

Dr. Tony Andrews

697480

Church Treasurer

Mr. David Evans

337644

First Contact Steward

Mrs Desley Jefferson

207887

Organist

Mr Ron Sumner

462090

Kurios Superintendent

Vacant

Worship Leader

Mrs Kath Roscoe

498774

Regular Church Activities

Kurios meets each Sunday except the 3rd Sunday of the month.
Circuit “SPACE” events on the 2nd Sunday & Pick & Pick services on the 3rd Sunday

S
N
O
I
TS RICT

Coffee Morning +

Thursday 10am/11.30am

Saturday 10 am/12 noon

Thursday Fellowship +

3rd Thursday in the month at 2.00 pm

E
R
9
1
D
I
V
O
C
O
T
D
T
E
T
C
F
E
I
L
G
SUBJ
BEIN
+ Contact: Mrs Lesley Ross

Tel: 334127

Parent & Toddler group

Each Tuesday during term time
Contact : Cheryl or Maurice Perry

Tel : 339013

Craft Club

Each Thursday except 3rd Thursday on the month at 1.30pm
Contact : Mary Ryan
Tel : 312523
Or
: Christine Billington
Tel : 339958

Lighthouse
- Junior Youth group

Alternate Thursdays 6pm to 7-30pm
Contact : Nicky Gleeson

Tel :
07754277519

Young Adult Group

Alternate Fridays 6.30pm to 8.30pm
Contact : Lynton Yates
or Nicky Gleeson (see above)

Tel : 466886

Please keep an eye on the church notice boards and the weekly notices for any
changes to the above times or cancellation of meetings.
Cuerden Church School
Head Teacher : Mrs Nicola Sherry
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B.J.WATSON
Complete Independent
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
The trained and caring staff
offer a Personal, Professional and
friendly service.
For help, advice and assistance
Please phone ..
Day and Night Service
Tel: 01772 626800
Fax: 01772 338383
85 Todd Lane North, Lostock Hall
PRESTON PR5 5UR

BW MOORHEY LTD
Kitchen & Bathroom Specialist

BRIAN WOODRUFFE
4 MOORHEY CRESCENT
BAMBER BRIDGE
PRESTON PR5 6YQ
FREE DESIGN AND SURVEYS
Tel : 01772 494471
Mob: 07931377973
E: bwmoorheyltd@aol.com
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