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From the Minister
Renewed Beginnings
This edition of the Sphere celebrates the last 200 years of Bamber
Bridge Methodist Church. It tells the story of the church and the
threads and themes running through the story. Grateful thanks must
be given to Eric Chatburn for all his hard work particularly in producing this special edition (as well as all the others!). We have turned to
a new chapter and a new page in the story of this church. It would be
no good if we were reading a book, came to a new chapter, and then
we just read the last chapter all over again! Life has changed, our
context has changed. We are facing a new reality BUT with the same
mission. We are at a point of renewed beginnings and we need to
consider this as a new chapter in the story of the church moving
forward.
Since March 2020, life has not been the same, nor is the future reality
looking like it will ‘go back to normal’, it will be a new reality we begin
to live with and in. It is also important to recognise the various
emotional roller coasters we have all been on. We need to
acknowledge where we are at present. We need to note not only
where we are personally, but where others are too. In addition, we
also need to not only listen to what people are saying, but to hear
what they are saying.
Over the summer months the Circuit Ministry Team are undertaking
a 1:1 listening project where we will hope to get to listen to a good
cross section of people from all across the Circuit. The question we
will all be posing is: On coming out of lockdown, what are your hopes
and fears for your congregation and church? From this listening
project we hope to identify common themes and report back to the
September Circuit meeting. This will contribute towards developing
the new Circuit strategy, following on from the Following Jesus,
Loving Communities strategy.
Continued on page 3
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From the Minister
I would love to release people from old routines, from what has been
done before, to nurture and follow what they are passionate about.
God has created us each with unique talents, gifts and passions for a
reason. What are you passionate about? What gives you energy and
enthusiasm? Can you find your purpose and passion within God’s
plans in Bamber Bridge and maybe even across the Circuit?
I hope to listen to as many people as possible from Bamber Bridge as
this will help inform the Vision Group to develop our own Mission
Plan for 2022 onwards. If you would like to contribute any thoughts
or ideas in a written form, then please do contact me by phone
(01772 323818) or email (karenlemouton@gmail.com). Equally, if you
wish to be part of the new vision group and contribute to the exciting
opportunities ahead, again please do contact me.
For those who have not yet returned to church, I would encourage
you to give it a try as we continue to work towards welcoming all of
you back. The church is following all the government guidelines to
keep you safe and we can happily say in all the times we have been
allowed to open, we have had no infections or need for anyone to
socially isolate. Well done to all who have made this possible!
A prayer: Lord, at the time of renewed beginnings, help us to not only
listen to each other, but to hear what is being said. But most of all
Lord, may we listen to and hear what you are saying to us as a church
in this place and as part of this community. Help us always to
remember we join in your work and when you call us, you will provide
all that is needed. Amen.

Karen
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Celebrating 200 years
On 21st July, Bamber Bridge Methodist Church will celebrate the
200th Anniversary of the opening of it`s first chapel.
This special edition of Sphere has been produced to recall some of
the events that led to the building of the three chapels erected since
1821 .
It has also been produced to give some historical insight to the
origin of the Methodist Church in Preston and the surrounding area
and the connection of Bamber Bridge Methodist Church within it.
The information has been gathered from various sources including:
● The Makers of Methodism by Mr. W Pilkington - 1890
● The 50th Jubilee handbook - 1928
● Centenary handbook - 1978
● Back issues of Sphere - 1973 to 2021
● Sphere 125th Church Anniversary issue - 2003
So, a big THANK YOU to the writers of these publications and to all
those who have helped me over the weeks to fill in gaps.
It has not been produced as a complete or definitive piece of
historical fact, but more as a recognition of the work and dedication
of ordinary people who have recognised the Love of God in their lives
and have had a willingness to share it with others.
Some of you will have lived through some of these events. For others,
it will be a “well I did not know that” occasion. For the younger
readers, I hope you will enjoy this edition and think that perhaps
“history” isn`t too boring. Happy reading !!!

Eric Chatburn [Sphere Editor/compiler]
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Where does the Story Begin ?
To appreciate the history of Bamber Bridge Methodist Church, it may be
pertinent to see it in the setting of the start of the Methodist Church in
England and how Methodism came to the Preston area, then to Bamber
Bridge. On the 24 May 1738, John Wesley famously attended a society
meeting in Aldersgate Street, London, where at about a quarter to nine in
the evening, he felt his “heart strangely warmed.”
Although the origins of Methodism in Bamber Bridge are shrouded in
obscurity, there are indications that as early as 1738, the Gospel was
preached in Lancashire by Methodist pioneers. John Wesley first visited the
county in June 1744. He made the first of four visits to Preston on Friday
28th April 1780, the last being on Thursday 15th April 1790.
It is thought that members of a Class at Cockshott House brought the
Gospel to Bamber Bridge. The Class is recorded as having sixteen members
in 1763. Martha Thompson is recorded as being the First Methodist in
Preston, and met in the Class at Cockshott House in 1759. Another possible
member of this Class was a Mrs Nuttall who is recorded as being a lady of
independent means and lived in Walton-le-dale. After 1765, there is no
longer a record of the Class at Cockshott House.
Cockshott House appears to have been a farmhouse situated between
Walton-le-Dale and Bamber Bridge. The farm no longer exists.

Cockshott House Farm c1845

Cockshott House Farm c1937
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The Early Years - 1790 to 1821
Mr W. Pilkington, in his book “The Makers of Methodism” published
in 1890 wrote this account of the early years of the Methodist Church in
Bamber Bridge:- ”This village has undergone great changes during the last
fifty years, politically, socially, and religiously. For the first three decades of
the present century, it was not very safe to be out alone after dusk. Though
the people of this district were comparatively poor, and lived by working the
treadles, and throwing the shuttle across the hand-loom, yet they excelled
in drunkenness, fighting, and profanity; but all that has gone by, and it
shows distinct traces of modern advancement. Probably the Methodists of
Cockshott House, Walton-le-Dale, first carried the gospel into this village,
the first services being held in a cellar in a street which has since been
named Wesley-street. The Lord soon brought them out of this dismal cellar,
and gave them a position of comfort,respectability and influence. Those
who know Bamber Bridge will remember the old-fashioned many-gabled
house near the old Wesleyan Chapel, called “The Old. Hall.” Mr George
Hilton used to reside there, and a daughter of his called Mrs. Coggan had
been deeply impressed by a sermon upon “Godly sorrow,” preached by a
clergyman at Walton. Learning that Mr Wesley was preaching in Back Lane
Chapel in Preston on the 15th of April,1790, she went to hear him. In a
transport of Joy, she returned, and obtained her father`s permission for
preaching to be held in their home, to which place the services were
transferred from the cellar. The “ Old Hall” was occupied by the Methodists
until the opening of the new chapel. The “Old Hall,” in which divine services
were conducted for thirty years, has
recently been removed to make room for
the erection of the new Co-operative
premises.“
Editor`s Note : The Co-operative building
still stands today on the corner of Station
Road and Co-operative Street trading as a
“Londis” store. It may be reasonably
assumed that Co-operative Street and Old
Hall Drive are named in recognition of these
buildings and Wesley Street after John
Wesley who apparently stayed at the house Artists impression of
“The Cellar”
on the corner.
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The First Chapel - 1821 to 1878

The first chapel, described as a “plain, unpretentious building which arose
as a monument of the faith, zeal and labour of the pioneer band” was
located on Station Road on the site of what was Prescott`s Garage which
later became the Bamber Bridge Motor Services depot. Today, the site is
occupied by flats in front of Heaton`s garage.
The Chapel was opened on Coronation Day of King George IV, Thursday 19th
July 1821. The land cost £29 [today`s equivalent of £3204] and the cost of
building the chapel was £386-3s-5d. [today`s value is £42675]. Thanks to the
self-sacrificing generosity of the people, the debt on that first Church
building was just £92-3s-2d, [equivalent to £10184 today], which was finally
cleared 40 years later on 4th January 1861. The building was sold on 9th
February 1885 to Mr George Dewhurst for £120 [£15521 in today`s terms].
In 1904, the premises were sold to Mr James Prescott.
The Chapel had big windows and lots of light and space. In 1852 a much
needed vestry was built, and the caretaker`s allowance was doubled to the
princely sum of one shilling per week. [ today`s equivalent would be £7.03
per week - not even the minimum rate per hour today!!]
A boundary wall was built in 1885. New pews and additional seating began
to be installed in 1862. The work was completed in 1867. The rising
prosperity of the cause is revealed by the fact that gas lighting was installed
during 1860. As more and more people began to attend church they began
to say, "There is not enough room. We need a new church." In 1870, nearly
50 years after the opening of the first Chapel, the people began to collect
and work for a new one. It was to be bigger and better in every way.
Sphere - The magazine for Bamber Bridge & Trinity Churches
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The Second Chapel - 1878 to 2004

The land for the second chapel was purchased in 1876 from Mrs Ellen
Bannerman at a cost of £279-15-10d. [£30,919 today]. The conveyancing
date was 14th March 1876.
The Foundation stone was laid on Saturday March 31st 1877, and the Chapel
was formally opened “amid general rejoicing” by Dr. Pope on Thursday
14th March 1878. The cost of the building was £2228-4s-9d [£246,240
today] according to figures released on 1st March 1879.
The outstanding debts of £365 [£40,335 today] were cleared by Saturday
7th November 1891 with celebrations that included a Subscription Tea,
a Meeting and a Sale of Work.
On Thursday, December 6th 1884, a new building behind the chapel was
opened to house the Sunday School.
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The Second Chapel - 1878 to 2004
The Wesleyan Day School was opened on February 2nd 1885. 51 scholars
turned up to meet Mr. Joseph Smith, the Headmaster, and the first teachers.
The Chapel Gallery was erected in 1886 and the original harmonium
replaced by an organ.
After years of steady effort and progress came the grim period of the Great
War from 1914 to 1918. The depleted numbers made the labour of carrying
on very heavy for those who remained. The union in action of all religious
parties in the provision of Soldiers’ Comforts was a striking feature of the
life of the village during those dark days. Our Chapel suffered heavily, losing
by death not only seven men but its minister, Rev. T. Jasper Shovel.
1915: Jubilee Villa was purchased and adapted for use as the Minister`s
House. Originally named “Ashmead” by the Minister of the day,
Rev. S. Fletcher, it was handed over to the Circuit in 1926 so that Circuit and
Church alike can rejoice in the possession of a good and worthy residence
for the minister at Bamber Bridge.
[Editor`s note: The building still stands today at the junction of Brownedge
Lane and St Mary`s Road. It is now a private residence. A new Manse was
later sited on Fourfields and the current Manse is located in Mallards Walk,
Bamber Bridge ]
The Chapel celebrated it`s 50th Jubilee on March 15th 1928.
The Rev E. Stanley Rowe was the Minister. The Church had 95
Senior members, 6 On trial and 31 Junior members.
The Sunday School had 283 scholars on the books and there
were 42 Sunday School Officers and Teachers.
Rev E Stanley Rowe
1939-1945: The Second World War breaks out. Only the loyalty and
sacrifice of a devoted people enabled the Church in Bamber Bridge to carry
on. During the dark years of the war the work of the Church had not only
been maintained, but had made steady progress. The property had been
kept in reasonable repair, offices had been filled and membership
increased. This was due to the distinguished ministry of
Rev. G.H. Flemington and to the loyalty and devotion of all the people.
Sphere - The magazine for Bamber Bridge & Trinity Churches
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The Second Chapel - 1878 to 2004
The 75th Anniversary of the Chapel was celebrated in March 1953. On
Sunday 22nd March, a Sportsman`s Service was held. The Speaker was Mr E
Caswell, former Referee from Blackburn. Mr Tom Finney from Preston
North End read the lesson and Mr K Horton (Hull City) was the organist.
October 1956: Dry Rot was suspected in the panelling in the Minister`s
vestry, leading to a long period and harassing expense and anxiety over
many years.
1958: The Church is opened during the week for prayer.
A publication entitled “The Messenger” is produced to serve the needs of
Bamber Bridge, Higher Walton and Gregson Lane.
[Editor`s note: was this a forerunner of Sphere?]
1961 to 1971: Further improvements made i.e. new lighting, new carpets,
communion rail added, new chairs, heating system changed to oil burning
and Dry Rot that had been rife in the building was finally removed.
1973: The new Methodist Constitution comes into being which changes the
way the church reorganises it`s meetings structure. The first Church Council
meeting was held on 21st January 1974. To date, there have been just 3
Church Council Secretaries:- Colin Stuart [1973/1993]; Eric Chatburn
[1993/2011] and Tony Andrews [from 2011 ]
December 1973 : 1st issue of the Church magazine “Sphere” is produced.
The late Walter Armstrong was the editor and some 500 copies produced
to be issued free to all who are connected to Bamber Bridge.
1976 : The installation of the Public Address System takes place. It is seen
as a boon to Preachers and people alike and is of especial value when
children share in the Family services. Cost of the system was £100.
November 1980: The foundations for a new “Fellowship Room” extension
are laid. The opening was by the late Rev. Reg Hodgkinson in May 1982.
Sphere - The magazine for Bamber Bridge & Trinity Churches
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The Second Chapel - 1878 to 2004
February 1982 : Final payment made for the costs of the Fellowship Room.
February 1984 : Central heating installed in the Fellowship Room.
August 1988: The “Prayer Diary” is started. Don Roscoe was the author
until July 1992 when Dorothy Arkwright took over. Eric Chatburn is the
current author, having taken over from Dorothy in March 2001.
February 1990 : The Church Public Address system is installed and working,
and in February 1991 a new “Hearing Loop” system for the hard of hearing
is installed.
October 1991 : The Church`s new computer is installed at the Manse. The
“Weekly Notices” start to be complied using the computer - pictures start
to be included.
Mid 1992 : The Church is awarded the “Best Kept Premises/Shop Frontage”
award in the Best Kept Garden competition run by South Ribble Council.
October 1992 : The Church Council accepts the proposal that Bamber
Bridge Methodist Church will be functioning in a new church by 2012.
December 2001 : The Church holds a Christmas Tree Festival. 23 trees
decorated by various groups and families filled the church.
Over the weekend of the 8th and 9th of March 2003, the church celebrated
the 125th Anniversary of the current building. A Coffee Morning was held in
the morning, followed by a Church Tea in the afternoon [including a
“birthday cake”]. In the evening, there was a concert given by the musical
group “Sunrise”. Services on the Sunday were led by Rev. George Kenny
who was the minister from 1961 to 1966.
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Building a New Chapel - 2005 to 2006
On Sunday 26th December 2004, the doors to the old church building
closed after the evening service, bringing to an end an era of Methodist
worship and witness in Bamber Bridge that started on 12th March 1878. For
the next two years, Morning services were held in the Community Hall of St.
Saviour`s Church and Evening services at Trinity, Gregson Lane. Most
Weekday activities moved to the Community Centre in Carr Street, while
others, such as the Men`s Fellowship moved to Trinity, Gregson Lane.
Initial costs in September 2004 suggested the building would cost £656k.
By September 2005, they were now estimated at £750k to accommodate
Social Services requirements for Adult Care services. Social Services
making £85k grant towards costs.
On 8th August 2005 the site was handed over to the contractors
F. Parkinson of Blackpool. After 13 years of discussing various ways of
redeveloping the Church and three years of planning the current scheme,
work finally started to demolish the Church and School buildings in
preparation for our new Worship and Community Centre.
Demolishing the old church began on Sunday 4th September 2005 at
8-00am. The front wall was down by around 9-30am and by the end of the
week only rubble remained The task of rebuilding could begin.
During October 2005 foundations were dug and the first steelwork was
erected by 15th November 2005.
On 3rd February 2006, the Foundation Stone was laid by Rev. Will Grady
accompanied by Eunice Byers, Ann Scrivens and Robert Evans.
The inscription reads:Foundation for the future Bamber Bridge Methodist Church
3rd February 2006 - New community and worship facilities.
The final cost of the redevelopment scheme was given as £743,000.

Sphere - The magazine for Bamber Bridge & Trinity Churches

Page 12

1821 --- Bamber Bridge Methodist Chapel -– 200th Anniversary --- 2021

Building a New Chapel - 2005 to 2006

Clearing the inside of the Chapel

Demolition begins

By October, the site is cleared

Erection of the steel frame begins

Foundation Stone is laid.

Initial look of the new building
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The Current Chapel - from 2006

On Friday 15th September 2006, the Builders handed back the new
building to the Church. A new era of Worship, Service and Discipleship
begins.
The First services, led by Rev. Mark Slaney [the new minister] and
Rev. Paul Davis [Superintendent of the then South Ribble Circuit] were
held on Sunday 17th September 2006.
An “Open Day” was held on Saturday 23rd September 2006 to enable
people to view the new premises and it`s facilities.
On Sunday 5th November 2006 the Dedication Service for new building
took place. The service was led by Rev. Mark Slaney and Rev. Stephen
Poxon [then Chair of the Lancashire District].
The 1st Anniversary of new building was celebrated on Sunday 4th
November 2007. The services were led by Rev. Will Grady [minister 2004
to 2006] and Rev. Mark Slaney.
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The Current Chapel - from 2006
Even with the new building open for business, there was still a lot of work
to do to clear the debt. Bit by bit, this was reducing each year.
A Fundraising Group had been at work for some years and had arranged a
whole range of events to raise the money needed to pay for the new
building [and, in some cases, have a bit of fun in the process].
In April 2007, loans outstanding amounted to £365,000, by 27th April 2009
the outstanding debt was £45,500. By December 2009 the amount was
down to £19,600 and One year later, December 2010 the Debt is cleared
Since the opening , there have been no major changes to the building so
the main task has been maintenance or repairs, allowing the members to
concentrate more on spiritual and community matters.

But this was all to change in 2020, when the Coronavirus pandemic
struck the World.
The First cases of Coronavirus are diagnosed in York on the 29th January
2019. Nobody is sure what is going to happen but preparations are made
for the worst. The virus spreads rapidly, thousands of people become ill and
there are rising numbers of fatalities daily.
Following Government guidelines, the first lockdown begins on Sunday 22nd
March 2020 and the Church closes for the first time in nearly 200 years.
The “face to face” ways of conducting worship and meetings that we are
used to are replaced by “virtual” ones. The Circuit Ministry Team work hard
to provide services via the Internet and “Zoom” technology is used to
conduct “virtual” meetings. Emails are used to distribute service sheets, the
monthly prayer diary and the church magazine. Paper copies are distributed
to those without Internet technology, thanks to a band of volunteers
enlisted by our Minister, Karen.
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The Current Chapel - from 2006
Sunday 6th September 2020 : Lockdown restrictions are eased. The church
reopens, but not as before. Attendance at services has to be pre-booked,
hands have to be sanitised on entry. Face masks have to be worn, seats are
socially distanced and you can`t just pick your seat. Due to social distancing,
the number of seats is limited to 30. Hugs and hand shakes are not allowed.
You cannot talk to people and there is no singing, but it is refreshing to
listen to favourite hymns sung by others and displayed on the big screens.
No refreshments or fellowship after services is permitted.
By early November, the pandemic situation has worsened and on Sunday
8th November the 2nd Lockdown begins and the Church closes once again.
It remains closed till Sunday 6th December when restrictions are eased
again and the Church reopens, subject to all the social distancing
requirements as before.
A Carol service “with a difference” takes place on Sunday 20th December.
The service has been pre-recorded with various people taking part doing
readings, singing carols or performing the nativity story. The service is
projected onto the TV screens in the building and is also “live streamed”
to the Internet so people can watch it in their homes.
On Sunday 27th December 2020 the 3rd lockdown begins and the church
closes once again. By the 22nd March 2021 it is one year since the first
lockdown began, the country is still in lockdown and the church is still
closed.
The Church reopened on Sunday 4th April 2021 (Easter Sunday) to
celebrate the Resurrection of Our Saviour, Jesus. Restrictions are still in
place, but the number permitted to attend services has risen to 60.
Following the guidance of the Government`s easement plan, groups are
allowed to return from Monday 12th April, 2021. It was good to welcome
back the Alcoholics Anonymous group and the Dance School that week.
Sphere - The magazine for Bamber Bridge & Trinity Churches
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Circuit Connexions
From around 1798, the original grouping of churches in the Preston area
consisted of 6 Circuits based on the 3 Methodist Denominations:
●WESLEYAN METHODIST CONNEXION [formed circa 1791]
Comprised: Lune St. Circuit, formed in 1799 + Wesley Circuit formed 1866

●PRIMITIVE METHODIST CONNEXION [Formed 1811]
Comprised: Saul St. Circuit formed c1822 + Fylde Rd Circuit formed 1876
●UNITED FREE METHODIST CHURCHES [Formed circa 1857]
Comprised: Moor Lane Circuit formed c1859 + Orchard St Circuit
[formation unknown]
In W. Pilkington`s book, “The Makers of Methodism” it states that Bamber
Bridge is recorded on Circuit books as early as 1751. A “Sabbath Days Plan”
dated 1809 [presumably of the Preston Circuit] shows Bamber Bridge
linked to Preston, Chorley, Brinscal, Longton, Moon`s Mill, Clayton,
Broughton, Longridge and Poulton.
The Methodist Conference of 1866 divided the Preston Circuit into the
Lune Street Circuit and the Wesley Circuit . The Wesley Circuit comprised :
Wesley, Moor Park, Kirkham, Freckleton, Bamber Bridge, Longridge,
Moon’s Mill [later called Higher Walton], and Westby churches.
The Methodist Union of 1932, creating the modern Methodist Church did
not greatly change this formation, which was still in place by 1937.
Since 1937, the Circuits have undergone several mergers, changes of name
and realignment including various closures. Since 1949, Bamber Bridge has
been a part of the following Circuits:●Preston "A" Circuit (also called Preston Wesley) - 1949 to 1953
●Preston Trinity Circuit - 1953 to 1989
South Ribble Circuit - 1989 to 2010
●Preston Ribble Circuit - 2010 to present, which comprises:
Ashton [A Preston West Church], Bamber Bridge, Central,
Christchurch, Longridge, Cottam Trinity [A Preston West Church],
Fulwood, Hoole, Hope [Formerly Longton and New Longton],
Ingol [A Preston West Church] Kingsfold, Penwortham
and Trinity, Gregson Lane.
Sphere - The magazine for Bamber Bridge & Trinity Churches
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Ministers at Bamber Bridge 1821 - 2021
Early services at Bamber Bridge were led by local Lay Preachers and
Supernumerary Ministers
The first Ordained Minister to serve at Bamber Bridge was appointed
by the Methodist Conference in 1910.

● H. Owen Roberts
● Samuel Fletcher
● T. Jasper Shovel
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

C.F.B. Hunter
C.C. Morris
E. Stanley Rowe
T.Lloyd Turney
J .S. McLaughlan
J. Rees Davis
G.H. Flemington
Allan Thornber
W.W. Winchurch
H.J. Christian
Leslie Scrase
George M. Kenny
J. Derrick Leach

1910 - 1913
1913 - 1916
1916 - 1918
[died in The Great War, 1918]
1919 - 1922
1922 - 1925
1925 - 1928
1928 - 1931
1931 - 1934
1934 - 1938
1938 - 1945
1945 - 1948
1948 - 1953
1953 - 1956
1956 - 1961
1961 - 1966
1966 - 1973

Over the next few pages, are some details of the Ministers who have
served at Bamber Bridge since 1973 to the present date.
All the Ministers came with their own styles of ministry, their own
strengths and weaknesses, but they all had a desire to share the love
of God and the message of Hope and Redemption.
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Rev John M Hibberts : Minister 1973 to 1983
John was the longest serving Minister at Bamber Bridge,
serving 10 years. Prior to to Bamber Bridge, John was Minister
at Thrum Hall Methodist Church in Rochdale from 1968 to
1973. In September 1983, he moved to Burslem Mission (Swan
Bank), Stoke on Trent, where he served as Superintendent
Minister of the Stoke on Trent Circuit until 2007.

1978

John has kindly provided the following brief update as to what has
happened in his Ministry during his time at Swan Bank. He writes:
Though I was the Superintendent of the circuit in 1983, I continued to be
what what I call an ‘Ordained Property Steward’. Within weeks of arriving
in Burslem however, our Chairman told Val and I that in 1986 we were to
host the whole Methodist Conference and he needed to give us ‘some
money’ from the District and Connexion to modernise. Needless to say we
‘bleed’ the source and spent! In the end after the Conference had been
and gone we saw further renovation of our buildings as we were able to
build a new entrance, prayer room and toilets.
The mission membership in 1983 could best be understood as ‘a thick sliced
jam sandwich’. It had about 150+ retired folk and an only slightly smaller
number of under 25s; the jam in the middle numbered about 50
middle-aged folk. Our mission rose to 440 members at its peak. By the turn
of the century and we had a further 3000+ folk on our community role.
I became a Chaplain to 3 Pottery Factories, Chaplain to the Port Vale
Football Club ( I retired in 2020) and Chaplain at the Werrington Young
Offender Institute (where I still work).

2020 In the Caribbean

After a brain bleed in April 2000 it changed the speed of
things for me and I took early retirement in 2007. Whilst
in retirement however we are both fortunate to keep
active. Val continues as a great cook and prolific knitter,
has produced over 30 printed photo books and is leader
at our toddlers group. I continue with DIY (modernising
our retirement house we which we bought in 2004), take photographs (that
Val uses in the photo books) and I am now looking at our ancestry. We
holiday regularly in our caravan.
Sphere - The magazine for Bamber Bridge & Trinity Churches
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Rev Barrie Lees : Minister 1983 to 1998
After leaving Bamber Bridge, Barrie moved south to
Falmouth in Cornwall. In 2003 he moved north and became
the Superintendent Minister of the Kirkoswald Circuit in
Cumbria. After Kirkoswald he moved south again to become the Superintendent of the North Fylde Circuit and as
minister at Poulton-le-Fylde where he retired. He is now a
Supernumerary Minister in the Blackpool Circuit where he still takes a fair
number of services.
Rev David Bolton : Minister 1988 to 1993
On leaving Bamber Bridge, David and his wife, Karen did
missionary training and French language study, then served as
mission partners in Côte d’Ivoire, where David was pastor of
Plateau Methodist Church in Abidjan, from 1993 to 1996. After
returning to England, David served as Superintendent of
Redruth Circuit from 1997 to 2001, then in West Somerset
1988
Circuit from 2001 until he was given early retirement due to stress in 2006.
David and Karen moved to Bristol. In 2009 they went to WEC’s Bourofaye
Christian School in Senegal, where David taught Maths, Science and
Religious Studies, and Karen taught English as Another Language and Child
Development and was school nurse. Since their return to
England in 2013, David has been in involved in ministry in some
churches in the Bristol and South Gloucestershire Circuit, and
also as chair the Open-Air Campaigners West Country
Committee, under whose auspices Karen has been involved in
taking school assemblies and open-air outreach.
2020

Rev Jack Dowson : Minister 1998 to 1999
Jack came to Bamber Bridge because John Maiden was
moved unexpectedly to become Superintendent at
Garstang, thus leaving the South Ribble Circuit with the
problem of being without a minister for a year .
Jack was previously Superintendent of the South Ribble
Circuit and he retired to Leyland in 1994.
Jack died on 19th December 2018.
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Rev John Maiden : Minister : 1993 to 1998
Before Bamber Bridge, John had served as a minister in the
Derby South Circuit. He left Bamber Bridge for his final
ministerial appointment Superintendent to the Garstang circuit
(now part of the North Lancashire circuit). Besides learning on
the job how to be a super he also had pastoral responsibility for
c1998
6 chapels – One in the town, the others scattered in the
countryside round about. The smallest had only ten members but it was the
only church he ever had responsibility for which often
boasted 100% turn up of its members and a congregation greater than its
total membership on Sunday morning. He retired in August 2004. John and
Enid moved back to the South Ribble circuit to live in Penwortham; they
have been in their current house for over 16 years which is the longest
period they have lived in the same house over the whole of their married
lives. He always intended to be an active supernumerary for as long as
possible and he has always enjoyed the work he has done, especially the
preaching; as regards preaching and leading worship it has always been a
joy to come back to Bamber Bridge and join us in worship in the new
building; at the very end of his time as minister a Fund Raising group was
set up with the intention of renovating the old building; when it was realized
that this was not possible it was decided to
rebuild on the old site – a truly visionary project.
he never expected in his wildest dreams what
was achieved. Both of them, especially Enid, have
been active in the life of their local church at
Kingsfold and have enjoyed and been blessed by
being part of that fellowship. They have had
fulfilled and fulfilling lives and thank God for that
but perhaps the time has now come due to ill
th
health to step back and pass the torch to others. 50 Wedding Anniversary- 2012
Rev. Keith Jump : Minister 1999 to 2004
Keith was born and bred in Bury. He was ordained at Fulwood
Methodist Church in 1996 as part of the Methodist Conference
held that year in Blackpool. He came to Bamber Bridge in
September 1999 where he was Minister until September 2004
when he moved to take up a new post in the Stanley Circuit in County
Durham. From there he moved to the Doncaster Circuit and currently
resides in the Bolton Methodist Circuit, where he is a Supernumerary
Minister.
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Rev Will Grady : Minister 2004 to 2006
Will was our only overseas Minister. He served as a chaplain at
John Umstead Hospital,North Carolina, a state mental illness
facility before coming to Bamber Bridge, which was his first trip
outside of the United States. Will was Minister during the time
that the old church closed and the end of the building of the new
one. In August 2006 he moved to Wilpshire Methodist Church near
Blackburn. On 4th November 2007, Will returned to preach at the first
anniversary of the opening of the new church. He is currently stationed in
the North Kent Circuit where he is a Minister Without Appointment. He has
been working as a Teacher for the last four years.
Rev Mark Slaney : Minister 2006 to 2013
After Bamber Bridge, Mark joined the Preston Ribble Circuit as
Superintendent from 2013-2019. He had pastoral charge of
Ashton and Cottam from 2013-2018 and of Kingsfold and
Penwortham from 2018-2019. He is now Chair of the Scotland
and Shetland Districts of the Methodist Church.
Of his time at Bamber Bridge, Mark writes :
I remember my time with great fondness. Just over half of those years
included living and ministering in ‘Brig’ beginning with the opening of the
new Community & Worship Centre alongside Cuerden Church School. What
a great start! We enjoyed new opportunities for mission, ministry and
worship. Shared school chaplaincy, governors and weekly worship with St
Saviours. Grassroots Family Support project. Just Fair Laughs comedy
nights. Thursday and Saturday coffee morning and lunches. Friday night
youth club (playing football on the school pitch and breaking my thumb!)
working alongside volunteer and paid youth workers. Good Friday
ecumenical service outside the Withy Arms. Messy Church. Alpha Courses.
Regular baptisms, funerals and weddings both from within the life of the
church and the local community. D I S C – ipleship (who remembers the
Sunday morning song version?). World Church links
with Sierra Leone and South India. We were not
without some challenging times together. All of the
above made the more significant and enjoyable by
the warm and wonderful folk of Bamber Bridge.
I thank God for you and for my time with you as
Walking by Loch Lomond
Minister.
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Rev Ken Walton : Minister 2013 to 2014
Following my ministry at Bamber Bridge I worked as a
teacher in the Religious Studies Department at Archbishop
Temple in Fulwood for 1 year from 2014 - 2015. After that I
was appointed Head of Religion, Ethics and Philosophy at
Blackpool Sixth Form College where I am still presently working. My circuit
work has continued as I have remained on the plan, more recently
contributing to the daily reflections on Facebook, and was a director for
Methodist Action North West.'
Rev Andrew Webb : Minister 2014 to 2019
Before Bamber Bridge he had spent 5 years in Buckie in
the North of Scotland Mission Circuit and then 12 years
in Kendal in the Kendal Circuit. Memories of his time here
include: - The fantastic links with Cuerden Church school
and the joy of being chaplain there. 2 trips to India
visiting Net school with Ian and Eileen and the curry fundraising evenings we
held for NET school; Messy Church, Lighthouse children club and Pick and
Mix worship ; having a joint 50th and 80th party with Audrey ( you can guess
who was which age!). Helping to start the Open Air Nativity and some lively
baptisms; Sharing significant life experiences with some special people.
Andrew moved to Skipton in 2019 to become Superintendent minister of
the Skipton and Grassington Circuit.
Rev Karen Le Mouton : Minister since September 2019.
Karen started her working life as a teacher in Norwich for a year
before becoming the training officer for the Girl’s Brigade in the
Cayman Islands (as well as working full time as a primary school
teacher there). After 4 years she returned home to Jersey in 1984
where she continued to work in a number of schools before
becoming the Head of Pupil Support for the Education Department; a role
which she held for 11 years. In 2010 God called Karen to become the lay
minister for the Methodist Church in Sark, part of the Guernsey Methodist
Circuit & Channel Islands District. In addition, she found herself starring in An
Island Parish on BBC for two series, the second of which followed her journey
candidating for the ministry. On her ordination Karen then became the minister
for not only the Methodist Church in Sark but also the Anglican Church as they
became an ecumenical partnership. In August 2019 Karen & her husband Steve
moved to Bamber Bridge and love the friendliness of people ‘up north’.
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The open sentence of the preface of Methodist Hymnbook [1933] states
that “Methodism was Born in Song.” Following that tradition, singing and
music have played a significant part in Bamber Bridge`s history.
The earliest musical instrument to be used was “a big fiddle” from 1852,
which was replaced in 1868 by a harmonium “for leading the service of
praise.”. This was replaced in 1890 by a new pipe organ, which was rebuilt
and enlarged in May 1919. On the 21st February 1921 the Dedication of the
Organ took place. Over the ensuing years the Organ had been renovated
and with regular maintenance kept in good working order until 2006 when
an electric organ is installed in the new church building.
From the early days, Sunday services were enriched by the singing of the
Church Choir, which even won prizes in local competitions during the 1920s.
Over the years, special choir combinations have been a feature of annual
anniversary services. On “Ladies Day”, the congregation was treated to
beautiful solos from the likes of Audrey Bibby the late Barbara Boon. The
“Men`s Choir” on Church Anniversary Sunday featured the tenor voice of
Ian Shepherd and the deep bass voice of the late Walter Atkinson. The last
Men‘ s Choir sang around 1996/7. In June, the Church was entertained by
the “Children`s Choir” at the Sunday School Anniversary celebration.
From the mid 1990`s, some of the teenagers in the Church started to get
involved , singing and playing instruments on a Sunday morning. This
developed into the Music Group that we know today and which continues
to lead our Sunday worship. For several years, Audrey Bibby and Ronnie
Sumner have been the mainstay of the Organ support for worship.
Kath Roscoe, Janet Bange, John Jefferson, Martin Roscoe have been the
regulars of the Music Group.
Hymn books have been largely replaced by electronic versions displayed on
two television screens. This was especially beneficial during the pandemic
of when it was inspiring to listen to favourite hymns [old and new]
performed in different styles, visually and vocally.
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The Church Garden has been a feature of the Church for many years.
In 1971, a Scheme of Renovation and Improvement began, included the
re-planning and planting of the Church Garden.
In the Summer of 1974, schemes of considerable value to the Church were
initiated. One of the schemes, in the first phase, was the creation of a
Memorial Garden in the Church Grounds for the scattering of the ashes of
deceased members and friends. A seat for the Memorial Garden was given
by anonymous donation. The preparation of the Wall in the Memorial
Garden and the continued maintenance of the Garden and the Church
Grounds were all works of voluntary service given freely for the love of
Christ and the Church. The Shepherd and Morgan families have long been
associated with this work.
The Memorial Garden was Dedicated by the Rev. J.M.Hibberts on Sunday 7th
September 1975. The Memorial Garden currently contains plaques to
remember those whose ashes are interned in the garden and a War
Memorial Plaque to remember those who died during WW1 and WW2.
In the second part of the scheme carried out in 1975, the front Porch of the
Church was glassed in and transformed into an attractive and comfortably
carpeted Entrance Hall. Among the things placed in the Porch was a
“Memorial Book” which lies open as a reminder of the “Unseen cloud of
witnesses” who have gone before us. The Porch was opened and dedicated
by the late Rev Reg Hodgkinson on Sunday 30th November 1975.
Since the opening of the new church in 2006, The Memorial Book has rested
in an Oak Display Desk just to the left inside of the doors in the Worship
area.
At the Bamber Bridge Church Council meeting on the 3rd of February 2021,
plans to extend the Memorial Garden were discussed and referred to the
Property Committee for further discussion and a final recommendation to
be made to the next meeting of the Church Council. Also discussed where
the guidelines relating to the internment of ashes in the garden.
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Serving the Community
One of the features of Methodism is it`s Pastoral Care not only for its own
people but the Local Community and the World. The people of Bamber
Bridge Methodist Church are no exception.
One of the earliest records, around the late 1880s, concerns the provision
of a “Free Breakfast” on Christmas day for the children of the Sunday
School, for whom Christmas was not always a happy time due to poverty
and food shortages.
Over the years, the Church has been involved in lots of different projects
providing both financial and physical support. Ministers and Local Preachers
have served a Chaplains to Preston Prison, Local Hospices and the Day
School. Members of the Church have provided transport for elderly friends
to be able to attend services and events.
The Church has supported Overseas and Home Missions Work, the Leprosy
Mission, the Methodist Church Relief Fund [now All We Can], The National
Children`s Home [now Action for Children], Christian Aid and Oxfam to
name but a few. The Craft Club has supported the Naddikawoo Educational
Trust [NET school] in Tamil Nadu, South Indian since 2008. Bamber Bridge
church also supported for many years the work of the Merriweather Home
for Young People in Preston. Currently the Church supports the local
Foodbank based at St. Mary`s, Brownedge.
Since the new building was opened in 2006, the Church has welcomed a
variety of groups, such as:- the Bridge Suite providing Adult Social Care
support; the Grassroots” project providing support alongside the children in
the school. [Involvement with both has since ceased]. The building has
provided a base for groups such as Alcoholics Anonymous and Alanon
[dealing with alcohol issues], for people to learn Sign language and the
“Skylarks” Community Choir. The Church has helped to buy bicycles for
people in Uganda and provide Toilet facilities by Twinning with villages in
Africa. The Church has even hosted “Henna parties” [not to be confused
with hen parties] as part of the wedding preparations for Muslim families.

Sphere - The magazine for Bamber Bridge & Trinity Churches

Page 26

1821 --- Bamber Bridge Methodist Chapel -– 200th Anniversary --- 2021

In Fellowship
Early Methodist gatherings were called “societies”. John Wesley
encouraged different kinds of small group to develop, so that both leaders
and members of the “societies” could receive support and challenge in their
faith. Groups, called “classes” met regularly, and the idea was to be
accountable to each other about how each person was living the Christian
life. So people had to be very open and willing to be changed by the
experience. Mr. Walmsley, of Cooper Hill, Walton‐le‐dale, was the ﬁrst Class
Leader at Bamber Bridge around 1821. By the mid 1950s the early “class
meetings” had ceased and were and replaced by more familiar groups such
as the Men`s Fellowship and Women`s Fellowship.
A Men`s Fellowship was started in 1958 with the Minister as President, a
tradition which continued until the Fellowship ceased to meet around 2013.
Over the years, the Fellowship enjoyed a variety of social and spiritual topics
at its meetings.
Between 1928 and 1953, there is a record that a “Women`s meeting” had
been set up and was making steady progress. By 1973, it was known as the
“Women`s Fellowship” and met on a monthly basis until around June 2019.
It also enjoyed a variety of social and spiritual topics at its meetings.
Both fellowships reformed as the “The Thursday Fellowship” just prior to
the start of the pandemic.
Groups such as the Young Wives, the Tuesday Club and C.A.M.E.O [Come
And Meet EveryOne] providing opportunities for fellowship among the
younger women and mothers in the church.
The young people of the church were not forgotten. The 1978 Centenary
handbook records that there was a Sunday Night Youth Fellowship which
offered opportunities for discussion and friendship. Such a group has
continued over the years.
House groups, bible study groups have also been a feature of life at Bamber
Bridge from the early days. House groups basically replacing the “class
meetings”
Hopefully, they will restart once the pandemic is over.
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Fun and Games
According to the 1978 Centenary handbook,“The pattern of the early days
was simple: - Public Worship, Fellowship Classes, Sunday School, and
Pastoral Care. On these things the Church grew.” This may suggest that
there was little or no time for fun and relaxation. However, the passage
continues to say “ Two world wars, with their dislocation of life and their
aftermath of Social change and moral challenge brought new tasks for the
Church. Social needs, especially during the war-time days, called for an
expansion of recreational activity. Dancing was accepted by the Church as
part of normal social events.” So there was time!!
A Girl Guides group was formed in 1918. The 1920s saw the provision of
facilities for recreation such as a Sports Field, Tennis Courts, and a Men’s
Recreation Room and the formation of a Boys’ Brigade company.
The Church had a football team that played in the Preston and District
Churches League from around the mid 1950s. In 1974, “Sphere” records
that it had a chance of promotion from Division 2 and it had reached the
quarter finals of the Riding Cup. There is no further record to say if they
were promoted or won the cup. On the 29th June 1977, there was a Cricket
match against Fulwood Methodist Church at Bamber Bridge [a rematch of
one in 1976 - again no record of who won]. The church also had a Women`s
Netball Team in the mid 1970s and during the 1980s, a Badminton Club met
on a weekly basis.
As times changed and social habits changed, so the types of recreational
activities has changed.
The church has enjoyed events such as Film Nights, Table Top Sales, Board
Games Nights, Curry evenings, Quiz Nights, Christmas Fairs, Fashion Shows,
Musical evenings, a Firework party and Hot-pot supper, and Just Fair Laughs
Christian Comedy Nights.
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Sunday School

The Day School
1884 to 2004

The early Methodists, although in the
main poor, felt the need of, and
possessed the zeal for education. In
1816 the “Bamber Bridge School” was
started in a cellar under 35 Club Street
by Mr. and Mrs. Rowe who had much
success in the work; and through
increasing numbers transferred the school to larger premises in the cellar
on Station Road in 1819. The growing Sunday School found increasing
difficulty in having to meet sectionally, part in the new Chapel premises and
part in the old Chapel, and the teachers became eager to embark on a
scheme for new school premises. This was achieved in 1884 when a new
building was erected and ready for use by 6th December 1884 and the whole
“Sunday School” met in the new building on the 9th December 1884. The
format of Morning and Afternoon sessions continued for many years.
In 1974, the Sunday School became the Junior Church and many changes
were made. The afternoon school was closed and the morning school
became part of morning church worship. There was something for all ages;
a Crèche for babies; departments for Beginners, Primary, Junior,
Intermediate, Senior and Young People. The highlight of each year was the
annual Sunday School Anniversary in June with it`s afternoon Procession of
Witness round the streets of Bamber Bridge. The procession ceased some
years later due to changes in policing policies and public safety
requirements. The old “Star Card” prizes for attendance were replaced by
the presentation of a book as a Graduation Award as children progressed
from one age group to another.
In 2014, Junior Church was renamed to become “Kurios”. The children
wanted a change and several names were put forward. Kurios was voted
for as it is Greek for Lord and Master and sounds like “curious” about the
Bible etc.
In 1928 there were 285 Sunday School scholars, by 1953 - 167 and in
1977 - 190. Before the start of the pandemic in 2020 there were about 13
regular attendees.
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The Day School
With the opening of the “Second
Chapel”, the Sunday School was able to
meet in new surroundings. Increasing
numbers meant there was still not
enough room and soon the teachers
began to dream of having a building of their own. Scholars could then do
many things on weekdays which it was not possible to do in church. One day
in 1881, Mr john Brown and his friend William Walker were discussing their
plight. Mr Brown promised to donate £100 [worth £12,239 today] if Mr
Walker would do the same. Mr Walker agreed if the Teachers and Officers
could raise £500 [worth £61,195 today). After three years and much hard
work, land was purchased in 1884 and on the 6th December 1884 the
building was ready for use. The “Wesleyan Day School” opened on February
2nd 1885 when 51 scholars turned up to meet Mr Joseph Smith, the
Headmaster, and the Teachers. By the 6th march 1885, the number had risen
to 101. Over the years numbers continued to rise to 163 [in 1928],
187 [in 1953], 187 [in 1997] and to 195 in 2021.
In 1947 an important decision had to be made regarding the future status
of the Day School. Under the demands of the New Education Act it was
found impossible to continue as an “Aided School”. The School became
“Controlled” in 1951. The Church’s responsibility for Elementary Education
thus passed into the control of the Education Authority. The Minister of the
Church [Rev. W.W. Winchurch] remained Chairman of the Governors, and
was one of two Foundation Managers appointed by the Church. Today the
Church Foundation Governors are Mr David Evans [also acts as Chair],
Mrs Hazel Sumner, Rev. Dr. Kevin Savage and Mr Martin Roscoe.
There has been a long succession of Head Teachers including Mr Leslie Ross
[a long standing member of the church] who served from 1975 to 1993.
In 2002, the school [known by this time as Bamber Bridge Methodist
Primary School] amalgamated with St Saviours Primary School to become
Cuerden Church School, a joint Methodist/Anglican venture. Mrs Denise
Sanderson was appointed as the first Head Teacher. She was succeed by
Mrs Carolyn Ransom in 2010. Mrs Nicola Sherry is the current Head having
been appointed in 2018. The School moved into it`s current building in 2006
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What about the Future.
A Conversation on the Work of God at Bamber Bridge
The principal item on the agenda of any General Church Meeting is a
‘Conversation on the Work of God at Bamber Bridge’. This was certainly the
case for our most recent meeting held on Wednesday 5 May 2021. We have
all experienced some significant changes [in our lives] since the arrival of
coronavirus in this country more than a year ago. Not-the-least, this year’s
meeting was again held virtually using Zoom. As we emerge from another
period of lockdown, we hope and pray that our lives will return to
normal - or a new normal?
Reflecting on the period since the last General Church Meeting in October
2020, it was reported that there had been 12 opportunities for face-to-face
(or mask-to-mask) worship - with an average attendance of 32. Four
services have included communion, with the number of communicants
averaging 33. There has been a core number of regular worshippers, of
about 25. We continue to welcome those returning to worship with us for
the first time since the lockdown of March 2020; all have confirmed that
they have felt safe in the socially distanced environment we have created.
Our Treasurer reported that many have continued to pay their standing
orders or have made one-off payments. This is much appreciated. Finances
are tight. As there have been minimal cash offerings during the year
(including the few services that have taken place) we will not be able to
claim approximately £2000 under the Gift Aid Small Donations Scheme
(when compared with earlier years).
What of the future? We had identified that the meeting would be an ideal
opportunity to consider how we go forward (into what some have described
as a new world). We already know that some of our activities have been laid
down due to necessity and/or a lack of volunteers.
The first question asked of attendees was ‘What should we lay down?’ The
electronic poll enabled multiple choices to be made from the list provided.
We were also invited to select, as priorities [to carry forward], three
activities we had not selected to lay down. More about how we will use the
results later.
>>>>> Continued on page 32
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What about the Future.
A Conversation on the Work of God at Bamber Bridge
The second question asked: ‘What do we pick up?’ We were invited to
prioritise three areas of need: congregation’s needs, school’s needs and
community’s needs. In fact I've listed them in the final order after voting
had finished. In the lead-up to this poll, Karen highlighted some of the work
that had been going-on, in the background, during the period of pandemic.
One has been discussions with Lancashire Care (which had also been highlighted at past meetings of the Church Council). The NHS will provide the
trained staff and the equipment required. We will provide the premises and
support the projects. Secondly, Karen has been in discussions with the Head
Teacher of Cuerden Church School. There is a hope that we can build a
stronger relationship with the two churches and the school, working
together as one on specific projects. There are many possibilities.
The third poll focused on the congregation’s needs: ‘Which needs are you
most passionate about and how could you support the area you are
passionate about?’
How do we use the results of the polls? The snapshot taken at the meeting
are just one part of the ongoing discussions. As part of a Circuit-wide
project Karen, will be listening on a 1:1 basis to your responses to the
question: ‘On coming out of lockdown what are your hopes and fears for
your congregation and your church?’ The information collected by these
(and other means) will aid both the discussions at forthcoming meetings of
the Church Council and to be further developed by the soon-to-be
reconstituted Vision Group. Any volunteers for the latter?
One very urgent matter. Our Safeguarding Co-ordinator, Ben Riley, has
continued to support us for the past year, whilst living in Birmingham. We
now need to appoint a replacement. Will you consider supporting the work
of the Church by volunteering to fill this is essential appointment? Karen
can provide more information and is standing-by to recruit a volunteer.
Tony Andrews, Church Council Secretary
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TELL THE EDITOR
THANK YOU
TO ALL THE
CONTRIBUTORS
I would really like to hear
what you think about
SPHERE and would
welcome any new ideas.
So, if you would like
something including :
an article or birthday or
anniversary.
Please contact me :
Eric Chatburn
[email]
chatburn@talktalk.net
Tel : 01772337495
Or Mobile 07963380923

May God bless the following
who celebrate their
Wedding Anniversaries.
Carol and Graham Poole - 3rd June
Pauline and Mike Bertram - 6th June
Denise and Nick Johnson - 13th June
Cheryl and Maurice Perry - 30th June
Kate and Luke Bosman - 1st July
Freda and Ron Smith - 14th July

10 June : Communion
service at Bamber Bridge
16 June : BBMC Church
24 June : Methodist
Conference begins

Lesley and Leslie Ross - 17th July
Karen and Steve Le Mouton - 23rd July
Jean and Ken Lomas - 24th August

28 June : Trinity Annual
Church meeting

Eunice and David Evans - 30th August

8 July : Communion
service at Bamber Bridge

Sally and John Wilson - 31st August

4 August : Inputs for
September Sphere due
12 August : Communion
service at Bamber Bridge

May you enjoy another year under
God's guiding hand.
Happy anniversary.
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Happy Birthday wishes to
the following who celebrate
significant milestones
in their lives.

Happy Birthday wishes to the
following children connected to
Bamber Bridge Methodist Church
Michael Shone - 4th June

Mike Bertram

Allanah Strong - 4th June

18th June

Alice Danson - 23rd June
Joe Moffatt - 25th June

Hannah Bosman
10th July

Layla Shepherd- 6th July
Georgina Thompson - 30th July
Arush Reddy - 9th August

Emily Laycock

Isabella Metcalfe-Iddon - 14th August

15th July

Darcia Shepherd- 23rd August

Today is one of the most special days that God has created.
Why?
Because it’s your birthday. Have a wonderful birthday!
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And Finally.
As this issue of Sphere has looked back at the beginning of a Christian
journey that started over 200 years ago, take some time to reflect on the
words below, written by Joseph Hart [1712 to 1768] and draw hope from
them as the journey continues in a now uncertain World.
`Tis Jesus, the first and the last,
Whose Spirit will guide us safe home;
We`ll praise him for all that is past,
And trust him for all that`s to come.
This, this is the God we adore,
Our faithful, unchangeable friend,
Whose love is as great as his power,
And neither knows measure nor end.
And remember to Trust in God. We can only see a little bit down the road,
but God can see around every curve. As Jesus said, “I am with you ALWAYS”

Peter Wignall
Painter and Decorator
Contact:
01772 719595
Or 07762234987
Domestic &
Commercial.
Highly
competitive rates.
Over 25 years
experience.

T CORNALL
& SON
NURSERYMAN AND FLORIST
● Bouquets and arrangements
for special occasions
● Funeral arrangements
and wreathes
● Selection of fresh cut flowers
and pot plants
● Bedding plants and
hanging baskets
Darwenside Nurseries
(opposite Wallis Cycles)
Higher Walton Road
Higher Walton
Preston PR5 4HT
Tele : 01772 335643
Open 7 days a week
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B.J.WATSON
Complete Independent
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
The trained and caring staff
offer a Personal, Professional and
friendly service.
For help, advice and assistance
Please phone ..
Day and Night Service
Tel: 01772 626800
Fax: 01772 338383
85 Todd Lane North, Lostock Hall
PRESTON PR5 5UR

BW MOORHEY LTD
Kitchen & Bathroom Specialist

BRIAN WOODRUFFE
4 MOORHEY CRESCENT
BAMBER BRIDGE
PRESTON PR5 6YQ
FREE DESIGN AND SURVEYS
Tel : 01772 494471
Mob: 07931377973
E: bwmoorheyltd@aol.com
Sphere - The magazine for Bamber Bridge & Trinity Churches

Page 36

