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●2nd September : Induction of new District Staff at Central Methodist,
Preston from 9-30 am to 2-30 pm
●8th September : Official opening of the “Wellness Cafe” at Bamber Bridge
from 10 am to 12 noon
●9th September : Monthly Communion Service at 11-15 am at Bamber
Bridge led by Rev Karen Le Mouton
●11th September : District Representative Synod at Trinity Methodist
Church, Great Harwood (also on line) at 9-30 am
●14th September : Circuit Meeting at 7-30 pm at Ingol
●19th September : Bamber Bridge Harvest Festival service
●20th & 21st September : Circuit Ministry Team Retreat at Fulwood
Methodist Church
●22nd September : Local Preachers & Worship Leaders meeting at 7-30 pm
Venue to be advised
●25th September : Circuit Consultation re Hopes & Dreams at Bamber
Bridge at 9-30 am
●29th September : Bamber Bridge Church Council meeting at 7-30 pm
●10th October : Monthly Communion Service at 11-15 am at Bamber
Bridge led by Rev Michael Grimsley
●11th November : Monthly Communion Service at 11-15 am at Bamber
Bridge led by Rev Jane Wild

TELL THE EDITOR
THANK YOU TO ALL THE CONTRIBUTORS
I would really like to hear what you think about SPHERE and would
welcome any new ideas. So, if you would like something including :
an article or birthday or anniversary.
Please contact me : Eric Chatburn
[email] chatburn@talktalk.net
Tel : 01772337495
Or Mobile 07963380923

THE DEADLINE FOR INPUTS FOR DECEMBER 2021 ISSUE IS :
Monday 8th NOVEMBER 2021
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Minister`s Message from Bamber Bridge
Where is your hope?
Over the last few months, I have had the privilege of listening to and hearing
about people’s hopes and dreams for the future, particularly for the church
here in Bamber Bridge. A recurring theme has been the ‘missing
generations.’ I wonder if we have asked ourselves: ‘Why are they missing?
Where are they? For years now, I have heard warnings that the Church
(generally) is in decline and attendee numbers are falling. These generations
have been ‘lost’ to us, but have we been out searching for them? Another
common comment has been ‘they don’t come’; yet Jesus sent his disciples
OUT. His followers today have the same great commission in Matthew 28:19
‘… GO and make disciples…’. I wonder if we had heeded the warnings and
went to find out why people are not coming to church, a common response
may have been: it’s not relevant anymore, among other reasons. The
context people are living in has changed over time, and for many churches,
they have not.
I wonder how many of you remember having to change from analogue to
digital for our televisions because analogue signals were being digitised.
There were adverts in the newspapers, government announcements on the
TV and radio, and a countdown as to when the changeover was going to
happen. Everyone had been told and warned that TVs would no longer work
after a certain date… and yet… some people still did not listen, sticking their
head in the sand like an ostrich. Consequently, when they turned on their
TVs is all they found was ‘snow’ (as I called it) with the accompanying ‘white
noise’ – that awful crackling sound. The context had changed, but they had
not. Others who had listened, had been prepared, had planned for it, and
taken action, so they were ready for the change. They changed because they
had really no choice.
COVID-19 hit the world without warning. Everything changed and had to,
there was no choice. We have been forced to adapt to new ways of living
and working and although Government restrictions have generally been
lifted, the virus has not gone away, so we must learn to live in this new
context. The impact on the Church worldwide has been huge. Whilst the
world has changed our God has not, and the Church has found different
ways of being Church and worshipping God in this changing context.
>>>>>> continued on the next page
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Minister`s Message from Bamber Bridge
Where is your hope?
,,,,,,,, continued from page 4
Change has happened, so what do we do? Are we willing to place our trust
totally in our faithful unchanging God, who is full of grace and mercy? We
are all part of the Church, the living body of whom Christ is the head. As
such, we can know and experience God’s love for us which is beyond all
measure. It is knowing this steadfast love that enables us to venture out into
the unknown, trusting in God’s plans, so that we can love and serve those
around us, putting their needs first.
We do have a choice about the future of our church, the question is Are we
going to embrace the change and build new relationships with those beyond
our church walls? Or, Are we going to remain doing what we’ve always done
(watching analogue TV with snow and white noise, continuing to die slowly
wondering where it all went wrong)?
There are many words of encouragement from scripture as we face the
future:
Ephesians 1: 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order
that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his
glorious inheritance in his holy people
Hebrews 10 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who
promised is faithful.
Isaiah 40 31 but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They
will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will
walk and not be faint.
Jeremiah 29 11 For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
Romans 8 28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those
who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.
Romans 15 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust
in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
May God continue to bless you mightily as you step out in faith and trust,
ready to go, to love God and love your neighbour as yourself.

Karen le Mouton
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Minister`s Message from Trinity, Gregson Lane
Dear Friends,
For those who are into watching sport, this has been a big summer.
We have had the excitement of the European Championships, Wimbledon
and the Tokyo Olympics. I like football and tennis, but I have to confess, I am
a real sucker for the Olympics. I love to watch as much of it as I can. I find
myself watching sports that I would not dream of watching at any other
time. I get into diving and weight lifting, volleyball, synchronised swimming,
even the boxing and judo, which I usually absolutely hate. I love the parades
and flags and medal ceremonies and hearing all the different national
anthems. And I do like to see the competitors from the little countries who
don’t have a hope of winning anything, but who still turn up to take part.
The Olympic Games are a gathering of the best athletes that each
country can produce. But the most important thing for the athletes is not
being the fastest, the strongest, the fittest or the most skilful. What matters
more is that all the athletes stick to the rules. You might be the fastest
runner in the world, but if you cheat to win the medal then you won’t win
the prize.
All sports have dozens and dozens of strict rules. What you can
wear, how big you can to be. There are rules about the equipment you use,
what you can eat or drink and what medicines you can take. If you watch the
Olympics there are certain to be disputes about whether or not people have
broken the rules, there will be disqualifications and appeals as the problems
are thrashed out.
We often compare living the Christian life to running a race. Paul
wrote to Timothy “If anyone competes as an athlete, he does not receive the
victor's crown unless he competes according to the rules.” But what are the
rules? Jesus summed them up for us very simply: 'Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with
all your mind' and, 'Love your neighbour as yourself.'
It’s very easy to say but very difficult to do. It is very difficult always
and in everything to put God first. It can be very difficult to love other
people, especially when they don’t seem to deserve it or to appreciate it. But
that is the one golden rule we must try to keep in this race that is life. That
is what God asks of us. But He promises that as we run the race, as we fight
the fight, he will never leave us or forsake us. Jesus goes ahead of us to show
the way, and he runs the race with us, every step of the way. And there is
not just one gold medal waiting at the end. There is a prize for everyone who
runs the race faithfully and tries with all their heart to keep the rules. The
prize is the crown of life. That must be better than any trophy or gold medal
round our neck. Let’s fix our eyes on that prize and run the race before us,
together, with faith.
God bless you all, Rev Janet
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Circuit Ministry Team
2021 - 2022
Throughout it`s history, the Methodist Church has had a tradition of
a travelling ministry for it`s pastoral oversight. A tradition which has
given strength and variety to it`s ministry over many years.
In line with this tradition, our Circuit will be undergoing some
changes to it`s make up from September.
Rev Ray Borg has departed to become a Mission partner in France.
Rev Michael Grimsley has come to replace Rev Borg.
Rev Janet Titterton is giving up pastoral oversight at Trinity, Gregson
Lane and is taking on Hope and Hoole churches in addition to
Kingsfold and Penwortham. Rev Jane Wild will have oversight for
Trinity, Gregson Lane in addition to Fulwood.
So, the Circuit Ministry Team will look like this :
Rev Jane Wild [Superintendent] : Fulwood/Trinity Gregson Lane
Rev Michael Grimsley : Ashton/Cottam Trinity/Ingol
Rev Karen Le Mouton : Bamber Bridge/Christchurch, Longridge
Rev Barbara Pettit : Central, Preston
Rev Janet Titterton : Hoole/Hope/Kingsfold/Penwortham

Please uphold our Ministerial team in your thoughts and prayers.
May God bless, guide and inspire their Ministry and Leadership.
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New Projects - The Wellness cafe
Have you heard the buzz around church about an exciting new
project launching in September? It’s called “The Wellness cafe”
At the moment preparations are steaming ahead and you may
have noticed some changes in the meeting room area. The pool table has
now gone to a worthwhile charity called “thejjeffect” and the notice boards
are down ready for a fresh coat of paint.
The cafe will open for the first time on Wednesday September 8th. At first it
will be open on Wednesday and Thursday only from 10 till 12. This is for the
first 5 weeks and after that it will be open from 8.45 till 12. We are hoping
eventually to open Monday to Friday. Going forward we hope to introduce
a programme of craft activities for anybody to join.
The aims of the Wellness cafe are:
*that the menu is inclusive with something to cater for all needs and choices
including vegetarian and gluten free at affordable prices.
* there will be a warm welcome for all where people can feel they belong
and are accepted.
* the hospitality will be consistent in the level of service and menu availability.
The purpose of the Wellness cafe is to make connections with our local
community whether it be from school, local groups and church and to build
relationships. We want to share God’s love and hospitality so others may
encounter Christ.
Your support is especially needed as we venture forth. Volunteers are
needed to fill different roles - cook, waiting on,welcoming, serving drinks,
washing up. Please see Salome, Desley or Karen if you are interested.
You can also support the project by your prayers. Prayer cards are available
in church.
* Pray that people around the community will visit the cafe
* Pray for the team working on the project
* Pray about the plans for the cafe and craft activities to develop, be well
supported and enjoyed by visitors
* Pray the cafe would be a place of peace, joy and friendship.
Salome Stribley tel : 07941 343922 / Karen Le Mouton tel : 01772 323818
Desley Jefferson tel : 07549 690955
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New Projects
Cuerden School/Bamber Bridge Church
Getting to Know you groups
Starting in September
New Parents Group
Meeting from 8.45 am to 10 am on Wednesdays it is geared for any
parents new to Cuerden School. It is an opportunity for the parents of
children in the same class to get to know one another, the teachers and
some of the people in church who will be serving them in the Wellness Cafe.

New “Year” Group
Meeting from 8.45 am to 10 am on Thursdays it is geared for any parents of
a particular year group (as invited by the head teacher) in the school to
meet together and get to know one another, staff and some of the people
in church who will be serving them in the Wellness Cafe. The idea is that
each year group will have a few weeks each over the course of the term.

NET School News by Eileen Roberts
Times have been very difficult in South India due to the pandemic but
things are finally getting better. Christopher has emailed us to say that
the funds we have sent have been used to maintain the school
building, the school has been closed but hopefully will be operational
again in the not too distant future. It is hoped that there maybe an
internet connection, this will be quite difficult due to the location of
the school but God willing, this will happen, please pray for the school
and the students and staff. Our latest funds have provided food
parcels for the children and their families, they are struggling and
many of them haven’t been able to work throughout the pandemic.
I can’t thank all the school supporters enough for your continued
donations throughout this difficult time. Without you all, there
wouldn’t be any hope of the school reopening, but we are now
looking to the future, thanks in part to all of you. God Bless you all on
behalf of the students and staff.
Sphere - The magazine for Bamber Bridge & Trinity Churches
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Hopes and Dreams
A new Circuit initiative
Statement presented to the Circuit meeting earlier this year
The Preston Ribble Circuit is beginning to look forward and is exploring a
new and natural direction. The last Circuit Strategy; Following Jesus, Loving
Communities has led us this far but has come to a natural and good point of
rest.
The Circuit invested funds in the Citizens UK project and now the Preston
Citizens UK Team is up and running. This organisation bases itself on
listening to people’s hopes, dreams and worries about their community. The
Preston Ribble Circuit would like to model this way of thinking and begin to
listen to people’s hopes and dreams for themselves, their churches and the
Circuit. We would love to hear from as many of you as possible. We are
ready to listen.
The idea going forward is that the staff team and members of Circuit
Leadership Team will begin a series of conversations across the Circuit
exploring what peoples hopes, dreams and concerns are but please talk to
each other too. Ideally these would be one to one conversations with a large
number of people from all areas of our church and community. The idea is
to listen to the grassroots and look at common themes coming out of these
conversations in order to develop our work as a Circuit going forward. All
views are important and we will hold all opinions gently and with value. This
is thinking which is driven by all and all can take part.
If you feel that a conversation would be difficult for you for any reason or
you would prefer to email/post your thoughts please feel free to send those
to your Minister or the Circuit Pastoral Worker, Denise Johnson.
This listening process will be “publicised” in order that people can be
prepared and feel part of the process and explain why this is happening. The
proposal is that we work on this over the summer period with a view to
pulling the information/themes together for the September Circuit Meeting.
A Circuit Consultation re Hopes & Dreams will take place at Bamber
Bridge Methodist Church on Saturday 25th September starting at 9-30 am
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Hopes and Dreams - a personal perspective
by Denise Johnson
I don’t know about you but I really love this time of year. I like the light
nights, the colours in the garden, enjoying the fresh herbs and vegetables
and the warm weather. Summer is a time I enjoy.
I grew up in farming community in Lincolnshire. At this time of year
everyone seemed busy and as a child I remember being out playing in the
fields until late (even on school nights) and returning home tired, hungry and
happy. There seemed to be a zest for life, a real purpose in everyone as the
community pulled together to begin to tend and gather in the harvest. It was
as if, in the winter we slept and rested and prepared but in the summer we
really lived life to the full.
Jesus spoke about this kind of full living. He spoke about living life in all its
fullness, having your thirst quenched by living water (never to thirst again),
he spoke of peace which passes understanding and shared stories of seeds
which grew into huge plants loaded with fruits. Maybe this is why I like this
time of year – it connects with some of my favourite Bible themes. These
biblical accounts speak of a faith which creates energy and momentum, a
faith which encourages positivity and possibility, a faith which is infectious
and raw.
In the coming months we will be moving forward into times which have no
precedence. Cautiously stepping out into a changed world and seeing what
is happening. What might your hopes and dreams be for these times – for
yourself, your church and your Circuit? Is there anything that makes you
anxious? I would love to listen to your thoughts on these questions. Please
feel free to contact me if you would like a chat or have ideas and dreams that
you would like to share. Your ideas matter and are precious and valuable.
The Bible themes of abundance are about daring to dream of bigger
possibilities, hoping for greater good and really living. Step out into the
world in confidence that the God you worship is with you, at your side and
may be whispering a challenge or idea into your ear. Listen well and pursue
your hopes and dreams.

Peace be with you
Denise
E-mail djpastoral@outlook.com

Telephone 07719200451
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Jesus`s Hands
These two poems were read by Rev Janet Titterton during the
Communion Service on Thursday 8th July 2021
As infant hands they clasped around Mary’s finger.
As all infant hands do.
They obediently served both Mother and Father,
As God’s word says we all should do.
In the ministry, the blessed hands of Jesus,
Touched, and healed, all who were sick.
With tenderness and love His hands touched lives.
One day, they were pierced, nailed to an old rugged cross.
Out of love, they suffered, for you.
Now the loving hands of Jesus reach out to you,
Waiting for you to place your hands forever in His.
Author not known

===============================================
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Reflections on my journey
by Judith Laycock
As some of us contemplate going on a journey to day trips
out, maybe some “staycations” in the UK this year, or even
lucky enough to be going abroad, I am embarking on a
different journey down the M6 to Queen’s theological college in
Birmingham this September. My sat nav will be on, I will know the best route
to take, , how long it will take me, and even be able to share my location with
others to let them know where I am and the exact time I will arrive! It will
tell me if there are going to be any hold ups and delays along the way and
show me exactly where they will start and finish.
As I reflect on the journey that I have taken with God in the last few years in
particular, I realise that journeying with God isn’t quite the same as having
that luxury of a sat nav and knowing exactly the route and the timings. As I
start my training in ministry to become an ordained deacon, I only know that
the end of that part of the journey is to finish the training and begin as a
probationer.
However, there will be many bumps in the road I’m sure, and as I consider
the assignments that I will be writing, after so long a break from academic
work, it fills me slightly with fear!
I have learnt, especially in the last 15 years that I have spent as a member at
Bamber Bridge Methodist Church, how important it is to step out in faith and
to fully trust God, especially on my trips to Sierra Leone with the district. I
don’t know all the details of how this journey will go, and where I will face
the hold ups and the hard parts of it, but with God as my travelling
companion, sat nav and route planner, I know that I can trust that I will be
safe. The words of Psalm 119:105 “Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light
on my path” remind me of the way in which every step will be guided by God.
Thank you all for your support throughout my candidating, and I would
greatly value your prayers as I continue on this next step.

Judith Laycock
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200th Anniversary Service & Celebrations
18th July 2021
The service was followed by a Picnic Lunch attended by around 60
people of all ages - the youngest was 8 month old Arla with her mum
Amy, the oldest was 104 year old Eunice Byers, who cut the
celebration cake made by Kath Roscoe.
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Why do we celebrate or commemorate anniversaries ?
Human societies have always marked important stages in the life cycle —
births, marriages or formal unions, deaths. Anniversaries are also an
opportunity to mark collectively as a society, family or community, the events
that have affected us all. They are a way of sharing the memory of an event or
an experience and reaffirming as a group that we are “still here”. Indeed,
church anniversary is a time for reflection and an occasion for thanksgiving for
God’s steadfast love and kindness upon us. As we look back, we should try to
learn from our past; trust God for the present and looking ahead to the future.
Keeping in mind that what we do now, we are doing it for the future generations. We must stay relevant, vibrant, and healthy so that we could be “sincere
and without offence till the day of Christ” (Philippians 1:10) In order to do that,
we should abound in the following practices:
1. Praying for one another. A praying church is a powerful church. The church
at Philippi was born out of prayers. Their first two converts came to Christ
through the power of prayers (see Acts 16). They became Paul’s faithful prayer
partners ever since.
2. Encouraging one another. Paul believed so strongly in mutual
encouragement to the extent that he exhorted the Thessalonians
believers three times in his letter to them (1 Thess 4:18, 5:11, 14). Of course,
there are many ways that we could encourage one another. We could do so by
words, simple acts of love, or empathizing with one another.
3. Supporting each other. When we encourage, we are also giving support.
However, support usually shows itself in more concrete ways than encouragement. James gave an example of some people who gave words of encouragement, "Go in peace, keep warm and eat well," but “do not give them what the
body needs, what good is it?” (James 2:15-17, 1 John 3:17) Faith without works
is dead.
4. Accountable to each other. As a community of believers, we need to be one
another’s keeper. In other words, we should be accountable to one another.
We should look not on our own things, but also on the things of others (Phil
2:4).
5. Serving each other. Finally, we should serve one another with love. Instead
of envying and criticizing one another, we should bear one another’s burdens
and in so doing we fulfil the law of Christ (Gal. 6:2). Jesus set the supreme
example by washing his disciples’ feet (John 13). In this way we show to the
world that we are truly His disciples. May God help us to be that kind of church
even as we continue to be his living “stones” and “epistles” in this world.
This address given by Christvin Edbarg (Lay pastor from the Burnley Circuit)
during the 200th Anniversary service on 18th July, while on placement with
Rev Karen le Mouton as part of his Presbyteral training
Sphere - The magazine for Bamber Bridge & Trinity Churches
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This time last year I wrote an article which I ended with the following
challenge.
“July 2021 is the 200th anniversary so here is a challenge – Can we look for
200 ways to mark 200 years? 200 angels to Angel Bomb Bamber Bridge,
200 hymns or songs to mark 200 years 200 recipes to reflect the food of
God, 200 gifts to mark the occasion 200 1p pieces, 200 2p pieces, 200 5 p
pieces, 200 10 p pieces, 200 20p pieces, 200 50p pieces, 200 £1 coins, 200
£2 coins, 200 £5 notes, 200 £10 notes, 200 £20 notes
This would provide us with £7,776. A fitting way to mark the anniversary
perhaps. And together with God we can.”
Did anyone take up this challenge? I know that at least 1 person has and
perhaps we should consider this anew. 2021 has in many ways been as
difficult as 2020 was. Although restrictions have largely been lifted (for now
anyway) we still live very different lives to those to which we were
accustomed before but there is the constant of God with us. And so, as we
thank God for our Methodist presence here in Bamber Bridge over the past
200 years witnessed by a building, we remember that our Church is more
than a building, it is a community, a family, a home. But that home needs
things to keep it together, to make it work together, to make it live together.
The easy part of the challenge is money and so let's start with that. On 7
November we mark the anniversary of the opening of the current church
building and it would be good to see how we can go towards meeting that
challenge. If we can bring what we can towards the target to that service
we can mark the event with thanksgiving for God's good gifts. If 200 people
gave £38.88 we would meet the target. Let's see what we can do.
Cuerden Church School has as part of its mission statement these words
from Matthew 19v26 “Everything is possible with God”. As Chair of
Governors I am immensely proud that our children are coming to know this
in school and in Church we need to know this too.
Thank you again to all who contribute towards the running of the church in
so many ways. October marks the start of the new year for the envelope
scheme and if anyone wants to join this way of regular giving please let me
know and I can provide you with a set of envelopes. If perhaps you want to
contribute regularly by standing order directly from your bank account also
let me know and I will provide you with the bank account details. If you are
a tax payer and do not already gift aid your giving this is a way that at no
cost to you the church can benefit by an extra 25% over what you give in
recovering tax from HMRC, again if you want to know more please let me
know.
David Evans [Church Treasurer - Bamber Bridge Methodist Church]
Sphere - The magazine for Bamber Bridge & Trinity Churches
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Pause for Thought
2 poems submitted by Linda Trafford
He Cares For You
Never a single day goes by when God forgets to care for you.
Never the sun awakes in the sky without an answered prayer for you.
Never we see the old year and or welcome in the new,
Without Him there to help, befriend in everything we do.
Never we see the velvet sky or watch the evening star alight,
Without the knowledge He`s close by to hold us through the night.
Never we see the ebbing tide or watch the sun depart,
Without His love to guard and guide and fill each waiting heart.
Never despair,what`er you do.
He cares for you.

You`ll Never Be Sorry
You will never be sorry ….
For thinking before acting,
For Hearing before judging,
For forgiving your enemies,
For being candid and frank,
For helping a fallen brother,
For being honest in business,
For thinking before speaking,
For being loyal to your Church,
For standing by your principles,
For closing your ears to gossip,
For bridling a slanderous tongue,
For harbouring pure thoughts,
For sympathising with the afflicted.
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Introducing the New President & Vice-President
The Revd Sonia Hicks and Barbara Easton were inducted as President and
Vice-President at the Methodist Conference on Saturday 26 June 2021.
The Revd Sonia Hicks, President of the Methodist Conference 2021/2022.
The Revd Hicks has served as a Circuit Superintendent in
three connexions: Britain, the Methodist Church in the
Caribbean and Americas and the Methodist Church in
Ireland (MCI). Sonia’s commitment to oppose all forms of
injustice began when she was a member of the Youth
Exchange to Zimbabwe. She has since been Convenor of
the World Relief and Development Committee for MCI,
and has served as a Trustee for both All We Can and Christian Aid Ireland.
The Revd Hicks has also served on the South East District Synod Planning
Group, on the Methodist Diaconal Order Leadership Group and on the
Ministerial Candidates and Probationers Oversight Committee.
—----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Barbara Easton, Vice-President of the Methodist Conference 2021/2022
Barbara’s vocation has been the world of education.
Before becoming Connexional Director of Education in
2014 she was an RE teacher, inclusion and interfaith
specialist and secondary head-teacher in various
challenging contexts in the West Midlands. She now leads
the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust, committed
to shaping our schools as diverse communities of
empowerment and transformation in their work at the
margins of the church.
She is a longstanding local preacher, contributor to IBRA Bible notes and has
a calling to chaplaincy, volunteering at 3Generate and Greenbelt. Through
international Methodist education and her upcoming role for global
Methodist Women, she seeks for Methodism to have an impact greater
than the sum of its parts.
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Living with my husband’s dementia
by Lesley Ross
Five years ago life was good. Leslie and I were thoroughly enjoying
retirement. We delighted in our Grandchildren, our holidays, running coffee
mornings and our frequent trips to our daughter and family in California.
Leslie began to say and do a few strange things which gave me cause for
concern. After various tests, four years ago he was diagnosed with mixed
dementia, which means he has Alzheimer’s and vascular dementia. Until this
year I suppose, life was not too difficult, but many of you will have seen how
much Leslie has now deteriorated.
It’s a cruel disease, robbing me of my husband little by little. He can barely
write his name and even using a knife and fork is getting harder. His mobility
is poor. He also has a condition called NPH which means that a buildup of
fluid in the brain makes his walking worse. He should have had a shunt fitted
to drain this fluid almost eighteen months ago. Another victim of COVID.
Now I fear it may be too late. He cannot wash, shave or dress himself. I
managed to do this for him for a long time, but it became increasingly difficult
and I now rely on wonderful carers to help me. Leslie gets agitated on
occasions and I have to be very careful in handling him or he can become
violent. I’ve learned this the hard way. He is very fearful sometimes and
imagines people in the house who have come to do him harm. We have been
invaded by Romans and had to save food and drink for King David among
other things! On one occasion I had to pretend to ring up Fulwood Methodist
Church to reassure him that it was safe to drink from one of their mugs!
In writing this, I am not seeking sympathy, just trying to give you a bit of
insight into what it is like to live 24/7 with a dementia patient. I will continue
to care for Leslie as long as I am able. I do thank God for all my friends from
church, and my family who are supporting me.

Bless you all,
Lesley
Sphere - The magazine for Bamber Bridge & Trinity Churches
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40 Years ago : from the September 1981 issue:
●Rev John Hibberts was the Minister
●The retirement of Mr John Sims as Church Treasurer of Higher Walton
church after 45 years of service was reported. He started his office in 1935
aged 30. The report highlighted some aspects of life in 1935 i.e. there was
no TV; no motorways; no jet engines and
everyone made their own entertainment.
q Mr Sims was replaced by Mr G.C. Horton as Treasurer.
30 Years ago : from the September 1991 issue :
●Rev David Bolton was the Minister.
●The Circuit Stewards reported that informal positive discussions have
taken place with the Rev. John Maiden and his wife Enid. They have visited
the Circuit and our churches recently, meeting with our local church
officers . Official announcements will be made early in October.
q Rev Bolton left Bamber Bridge in 1993 to take up Missionary work
in Africa.
q Rev Maiden was appointed Minister in 1993, serving till 1998
20 Years ago : from the September 2001 issue :
●Rev Keith Jump was the Minister
●Mrs Denise Sanderson, Head of Bamber Bridge Methodist School wrote in
her letter to Sphere : “23 children left in July and 18 are due to start in
September. It is this fall in numbers which has caused the Governors to
enter into talks with St Saviour`s C of E School to look at how we can work
together in the future. If we do not act now, we may have to reduce staff,
thus increasing the workload of those remaining.”
q The schools did amalgamate and reopened as Cuerden Church
School in September 2002.
●From the Church registers, the following were reported:
q On the 20th July 2001 the funeral of “Aunty” Gladys Salisbury took
place at Bamber Bridge
q On 29th July 2001 the baptism of Kimberley Ruth Bruce Quegan
took place at Bamber Bridge.
q At Trinity, Gregson Lane, the baptism of Georgina Brindle
Tillotson took place on the 17th June 2001
( recorded as the last one in the old building.)
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Saturday 4th September 2021 at 7-00pm
at St Aidan`s Parish Church
Station Road Bamber Bridge PR5 6QL

Professor Ian Tracey, Liverpool Cathedral
+++

Saturday

2nd

October 2021 at 7-00pm

at St leonard`s Parish Church
Church Brow Walton-le-Dale PR5 4HJ

John Robinson, Blackburn Cathedral
+++

Saturday

6th

November 2021 at 7-00pm

At St Aidan`s Parish Church
Station Road Bamber Bridge PR5 6QL

Joshua Stephens, Sheffield
+++

£10 donation at the door
Tel: 01772 335310

Email: vicar.saintaidlen@gmail.com
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A Real Brain Teaser

According to Guinness World
Records, the shortest street in
the World is Ebeneezer Place in
Wick, Scotland. How long is the
street in centimetres? Fit these
numbers into the grid.
One number doesn`t fit.
That`s the answer.
To find out how long Ebenezer
Place is …. The answer is on
page 27
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May God bless the following who celebrate their
Wedding Anniversaries.
Margaret and Eric Chatburn - 5th September
Jean and Ron Hogg - 18th September
Desley and John Jefferson - 21st September
Linda and David Morgan - 21st September
Kath and Don Roscoe - 4th October
Linda and Chris Ward - 4th October
Karen and Graham Hogg - 14th October

Congratulations and Best Wishes to :
Lindsay and Phil Waring
Celebrating their
30th Wedding Anniversary
on the 19th October
May you enjoy another year under God's guiding hand.
And surrounded by His love.
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Happy Birthday wishes to the
following children connected to
Bamber Bridge Methodist Church

Happy Birthday wishes to
the following who celebrate
significant milestones
in their lives.

Hazel Carey - 5
9th September
James Singleton - 14

Arthur Sutton

14th September

11th September

Maisie Strong - 14
19th September
Lucas Fulton - 11
26th September

Arla Day
23rd October

Sadie Copeland - 4
13th October
Oliver Edwards - 14
16th October
Isla Fulton - 13
30th November
Stanley Sutton - 4
21st November
Noah Danson - 7
30th November

Today is one of the most special
days that God has created.
Why?
Because it’s your birthday. Have
a wonderful birthday!
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FROM THE EDITOR

I would like to say a BIG THANK YOU for all the
fantastic comments both verbal and written that I
received about the June issue of Sphere to
commemorate the 200th Anniversary of the opening of
our first chapel. I am so pleased that you found it
enjoyable and informative.

CALLING ALL HOARDERS
An unlikely benefit of the Covid pandemic has been people have had
the opportunity to de clutter their homes. Do you have any old copies
of Sphere just gathering dust that you would like to find a home for
as an alternative to just throwing them in the bin? If this is you , I may
have a solution. I am looking for copies of Sphere from 1973 to 2001.
So, if you have a copy of the following issues, I would like to hear from
you.
Listed below are the specific issues I am looking for:
From 1976 : issue 13
From 1978 : issue 18 & 21
From 1979 : issue 23/24/25
From 1983 : issue 41
From 1984 : issue 43/44
From 1986 : issue 53
From 1988 : issue 60/61
From 1989 : issue 62/63/64/65
From 1990 : issue 66/67/68/69
From 1991 : issue 70
From 1992 : issue 76/77
From 1994 : issue 83
From 1997 : issue 94/95/96/97
From 1998 : issue 99
If you have any of these, call be on 01772 337495 or email me at
chatburn@talktalk.net or see me in church.

Eric Chatburn [Sphere Editor]
Sphere - The magazine for Bamber Bridge & Trinity Churches
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Here`s the solution to the puzzle
on page 23
The missing number is 205

Peter Wignall
Painter and Decorator
Contact:
01772 719595
Or 07762234987
Domestic &
Commercial.
Highly
competitive rates.
Over 25 years
experience.

Ebeneezer Place, Wick

T CORNALL
& SON
NURSERYMAN AND FLORIST
● Bouquets and arrangements
for special occasions
● Funeral arrangements
and wreathes
● Selection of fresh cut flowers
and pot plants
● Bedding plants and
hanging baskets

205 cms

Darwenside Nurseries
(opposite Wallis Cycles)
Higher Walton Road
Higher Walton
Preston PR5 4HT
Tele : 01772 335643
Open 7 days a week
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B.J.WATSON
Complete Independent
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
The trained and caring staff
offer a Personal, Professional and
friendly service.
For help, advice and assistance
Please phone ..
Day and Night Service
Tel: 01772 626800
Fax: 01772 338383
85 Todd Lane North, Lostock Hall
PRESTON PR5 5UR

BW MOORHEY LTD
Kitchen & Bathroom Specialist

BRIAN WOODRUFFE
4 MOORHEY CRESCENT
BAMBER BRIDGE
PRESTON PR5 6YQ
FREE DESIGN AND SURVEYS
Tel : 01772 494471
Mob: 07931377973
E: bwmoorheyltd@aol.com
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