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A Pastoral Message for Bamber Bridge
A Glimmer of Hope
In that day, I will restore David’s fallen shelter –
‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD,
‘when the reaper will be overtaken by the ploughman
and the planter by the one treading grapes.
New wine will drip from the mountains
and flow from all the hills,
and I will bring my people Israel back from exile.
‘They will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them.
They will plant vineyards and drink their wine;
they will make gardens and eat their fruit.
I will plant Israel in their own land,
never again to be uprooted
from the land I have given them,’
says the LORD your God. [AMOS 9:11–15]

What does hope look like?
Maybe it looks like plane tickets booked to see family. Maybe it’s two lines
on a pregnancy test, or one line on a lateral flow test. Maybe hope looks like
a clear scan after years of health issues. Maybe hope looks faint for you right
now… but you’re clinging onto it nonetheless.
After nine chapters of relentless judgement and warnings and powerful
imagery of destruction, Amos takes a breath and finally begins to speak of
hope. Restoration. Reparation. Return. Reestablishment.
In the verses before this passage, Amos has explored how God keeps his
promises of judgement, how he is inescapable and mighty, and the ultimate
downfall of false pride and fallacious prejudice. Through this, we realise that
hope is not something which exists alone, rootless and unfounded. Instead,
authentic hope comes from God and God alone – based solely on his nature
and his promises.
Encased within these verses are five promises – rebuilding, repossession, the
land’s prosperity, the captives’ return, and the reestablishment of the
covenant between the Lord and his chosen people. Hope is at hand for those
who take God at his word.

Rev Jane
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A Pastoral Message for Trinity
Hello Friends
I am writing this to you on the 6th February. Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
II acceded to the throne on 6 February 1952. No other monarch has reigned as
long as she has, and probably no other monarch has seen the world change as
much as she has. even though she now knew that it was very likely that one
day she would become monarch, the death of her Father was sudden, and she
did not expect to become Queen quite so soon. At the same time, Queen
Elizabeth sees her role as a calling from God in whom she has a very deep faith;
she sees it as service of God and her people, and it remains unchallenged that
she has served faithfully.
In this context there is value in exploring our expectations. The first disciples
were experienced fishermen. They had worked hard. They were tired. But on
the day they were called by Jesus they had not been successful. Jesus called
them to go out into the deep water. What did they expect to happen?
Similarly, what were Princess Elizabeth’s expectations when she went to bed
on 5 February 1952, and how were they different the next day?
Or, consider the changes the disciples saw as a result of following Jesus. They
travelled away from home. They broke with families and traditions, and lived
lives filled with experiences they never anticipated. Yet, faithfully, they carried
on. The world has changed much since 1952. Many nations have gained
independence since then. Travel has become easier (the Queen was the first
ruling monarch to visit Australia and New Zealand). The Queen has continued
to serve faithfully. The ways in which she serves may have changed but the
gracious uncomplaining manner has not.
With God we can expect the unexpected! That is, we cannot anticipate the
challenges that we will face, but we can be sure that we are called wisely – and
although it may sometimes feel as if we are way out of our depth, God will see
us through our part in God’s story.
The Church is in a situation of great challenge and choice at this time and as
disciples we are being called to follow the voice of God and be faithful to that
calling. I pray that over the next months we will be able to be honest with God
and listen very carefully setting aside our interests and expectations.
You never know what might happen!

God Bless, Jane
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This is Holy Week
7 days that Changed the World

PALM SUNDAY - Sunday 10th April 2022
10-30am : Morning Worship at Bamber Bridge
10-30am : Morning Worship at Trinity, Gregson Lane
MAUNDY THURSDAY - Thursday 14th April 2022
6-30pm Maundy service at Trinity, Gregson Lane
[United service with Bamber Bridge]
GOOD FRIDAY - Friday 15th April 2022
10-00am at Bamber Bridge
[United service with Trinity, Gregson Lane]
EASTER SUNDAY - Sunday 17th April 2022
8-00am Easter Communion at Bamber Bridge
10-30am Easter Day service at Bamber Bridge
10-30am : Easter Day service at Trinity, Gregson Lane
[communion and decorate cross with flowers.]
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As I write this, the talk of the day is about parties at No. 10 while the rest of
us were in isolation. Everyone is talking about where they were and what
they were doing, or more what they weren’t doing nearly two years ago.
We’re getting back to some semblance of normality, but not the old normal.
That has gone for ever. We have been changed by the last two years.
I imagine we all have painful memories of the lockdown, of isolation,
loneliness, uncertainty, of not being able to see other people, losing links,
actual loss of people we couldn’t grieve properly. We can’t get those times
back, and somehow we have to find ways to cope with the memories we are
left with.
But for me it’s not all gloom and doom. I remember vividly, just a week or
two after lockdown, when we were trying to establish food supply lines, and
not being at all sure about home delivery. We ordered some meat from a
butchers in Bamber Bridge, and sure enough there was a knock on the door.
I thanked the delivery man, who was quick to explain that he wasn’t a staff
member. “I’m on furlough from my job in Preston, so I deliver food for shops.
I’m happy to do it for free. I have plenty of time on my hands, so if there’s
anything I can do for you, running errands, picking up medicines or food, or
anything you need, just phone me.” We didn’t know him. He was just
offering his talents to help others.
That was just the start. The box of food delivered by the local council because
I was classed as vulnerable, the phone calls, “Have you enough food in to last
a fortnight?” The neighbours who brought the Sunday paper from the local
shop, the friends I had lost track of but whom I now contacted regularly to
find out how they were coping. And the lists. The house is full of lists of
emergency numbers to contact if there is a problem. I didn’t know there
were so many voluntary agencies, but now we can pass them on if people
need them. And most of all, we talk to each other.
All this reminded me of the story of the Good Samaritan. He didn’t know the
man he was helping. He was totally the wrong person – someone despised
by many of the people around him. Yet he felt it was right to help another
person in need.
continued on next page >>>>>>
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<<<<<< Continued from page 6
What sticks with me is Jesus’ final command. Not – “Go and pray about it.”
Not “Go and meditate,” Not, “Go and preach about it to change other
people.” Just “Go and do the same.” It’s a call to continue to act as we’ve
got used to acting recently, as though we are part of a caring community,
which we are. As if we actually care about our neighbours – which we do.
We’re on the brink of building a better world, not because of a
crisis, but because that’s what we are meant to do. As Good Samaritans.
I’ve heard that idea before. 'You shall love your neighbour as yourself.'
There is no other commandment greater than these.” [Mark 12 v 31.]
Nothing new, is there?

Tony Bonser, Trinity Church

A People Called Methodists
In June 2021, I created a special issue of Sphere to celebrate the 200th
Anniversary of the opening of our first chapel on 19th July 1821. I was
pleasantly surprised by the positive feedback I received from people, including
the Church Council. Inspired by this, I have spent the last six months putting
together a composite document to celebrate the work, dedication and
heritage of “a people called Methodists” in Bamber Bridge.
Left is the front cover of the publication, which is
180 pages long. I have tried to encapsulate as much
information as possible into it about the roots of
the Church and various aspects of Church life as
possible.
It is now ready for printing. So, if anyone would like
a paper copy, please let me know. There will be a
charge of £6 per copy [this covers the cost of
printing plus a donation of £2 to church funds]
If you would like an electronic copy, again just let
me know. The charge for this will be just £2.

Eric Chatburn, Editor
Sphere
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ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING 2022
The General Annual Church Meeting is open to all those associated with
the Church. The agenda can be quite varied, but the most significant item
is that there is a “conversation about the work of God within the local
church and community”
This is your chance to have your say about what has happened, what is
happening and what you would like to see happening within the local
church.
The General Church Meeting also provides the means and opportunity for
new Church Stewards and Representatives from the meeting to the Church
Council to be appointed.
If you are interested in either of the appointments, please have a chat to
our Minister about what is involved.
More information about how the meeting will be conducted will be
available over the coming weeks.
Below are the dates for this year`s General Church Meetings.
Note the dates, try to be a part of the Meeting, make your voice heard
and help seek the Will of God for this part of the Circuit.

Bamber Bridge - Wednesday 4th of May at 7-30pm.
Trinity, Gregson Lane - Sunday 15th May
[ during the service at 10-30am ]
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Pause for Thought
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Pioneers of Lancashire Methodism
Mrs Coggan`s story
As early as 1738 the first pioneers of Methodism began to appear in
Lancashire. By 1759, a class existed at Cockshott House near Walton-le- Dale.
A Mrs. Nuttal, of independent means, lived in Walton le Dale and was a
member of this class. It has been surmised that she and other members of the
class brought “the good news of the gospel” to Bamber Bridge. The immediate
beginnings,however, are shrouded in obscurity, but in 1790 services were
being held in a cellar.
The married daughter of Mr. George Hilton, was a Mrs. Coggan, who was in
deep concern under the influence of a Sermon on “ Godly Sorrow,” preached
by a Clergyman at Walton-le-Dale Church. Learning that John Wesley was to
preach in Preston, she went to hear him on April 15th, 1790.
Mrs Coggan was part of a large and appreciative audience of Preston
Methodists who beheld an impressive sight as the Father of Methodism
ascended the pulpit steps of the new Wesleyan Chapel, Back Lane, Preston to
preach for the last time in Lancashire. He was now in his eighty-eighth year,
and was preaching every day and sometimes twice a day, as well as travelling
over rough roads. When he announced his text, “ The Spirit and the Bride say
come,” his voice was feeble; he lifted his hand to his forehead and paused for
some time before he could proceed. His kindly eyes, reverent countenance,
and especially his long white locks formed a picture not to be forgotten. The
singing was like the sound of many waters.
Thanks to hearing Wesley preach, Mrs Coggan found peace to her soul.
Returning home in great joy, she sought, and obtained, her father`s
permission to conduct Methodist services in his house, the “Old Hall”. In this
way the existing cellar services were transferred to the Old Hall, where they
were maintained until 1821, when the first Methodist Chapel in Bamber
Bridge opened.
And the rest, as they say, is history.

Adapted from “The Makers of Preston Methodism” [1890]
and “Flashes of Preston Methodism” [1916]
Both written by William Pilkington
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Memories
When I was a lad (don’t let that put you off-aged 7), I arrived in Gregson Lane
for the first time. The reason being that Dad had been appointed headmaster
of what was then Brindle Gregson Lane Methodist School. The year was 1933
( do the maths). We had come from Great Crosby which was then part of
Lancashire but became Merseyside much to the annoyance of the local
Mrs. Bucket sometime later. We came from Preston in a bus run by the Deluxe
Bus Company which was a complete misnomer. The seats were wooden and
the suspension rock hard in spite of an upgrade to pneumatic tyres. It was one
of Leyland’s early efforts. When we reached our house I discovered it had no
electricity just gas. This was true of most of the village at that time. It did
however have a flush toilet again which was quite rare. The School was still on
the old bucket system found in museums such as Beamish and the night soil
man was kept busy emptying them into the tank on his Model T Ford truck.
You don’t know you are born. My first day at school was not a happy one. I had
three major disadvantages. I was the headmaster’s son, I had red hair and I
was the only kid in school not wearing clogs. Clogs were the order of the day
in the village and two cloggers were kept busy. There were two other teachers,
Miss Sanderson looked after the 5&6 year olds, while the fearsome
Miss Wignall hammered the 3Rs into the 7 to 10s. You did not mess with
Miss Wignall. Dad took the top class up to fourteen but only if you could read.
You teachers will appreciate that with 20 plus between 10 and 14 he could not
cope with any who could not read. However, we survived and some even
made it to the grammar school.

1933 and all that
As I was saying, we moved into a rented house with no electricity. What do we
do about a wireless? The answer soon came in the form of a polished wooden
box, Bakelite was still to come. This was placed by a window because it needed
an aerial lead to come from the outside through a hole in the frame. The aerial
was either a length of copper wire run down the garden or a sort of basket of
wire fixed to the roof. The set required three different voltages so three
batteries were needed. The high-tension battery consisted of a cardboard box
with 80 single cell torch batteries wired to give 120 volts, then a grid bias
battery (whatever that was) and a single cell lead acid battery like a car
battery. The only snag was it needed charging from the mains. The village
blacksmith spotted an opportunity and set up a charging system. Problem
solved.

Submitted by Arthur Hodgson
Trinity Church
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DEMENTIA and all that?
Many of you who know us will know my husband Alan has Dementia, this is not
about him or me, but some of the things which can be of help when speaking
to anyone elderly or especially with Dementia or Alzheimer, one of the really
important ways of communicating which many people don't do is to make
sure the person you are speaking to knows who you are, it really helps if you
just say your name, very often this doesn't mean very much but it gives the
other person the chance to say' I'm sorry I still don't know who you are' you
get the chance to explain further.
Many times these last few years Alan has returned from his walk with our
little dog Bill only to say 'I met a man / woman this morning I have no idea who
he / she was but they knew me. Other occasions he has been told a name and
I can then explain further who he may have seen.
Another to do is to ask how they are and to be patient if they can't remember
the right words. Please also speak more slowly, it seems that our young people
in particular try to speak as fast as possible, TV commentators also are guilty
of this.
Alan and I Zoom the evening service on a Sunday evening, we do enjoy it but
sometimes Alan cannot read the words of the hymns as often the background
has coloured movable objects or the colour is too near the colour of the
writing ie Pale blue on a pale green background, dark writing on light back
ground or the other way around is much better for us all,, many magazines are
just as bad or worse. Reading seems to be one of those skills which people with
Dementia loose, anything which will help is good.
Dementia is a horrible decease,there is no cure so anything which enables
patients to still enjoy their lives is worth doing, please don't stop talking to
them, include them in your conversations.

Thank you,
Frances Robinson, Trinity Church
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Hidden Talents by Alan Gillies
METHODIST RECORDER PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION
In November 2021, the Methodist Recorder announced a photographic
competition on the theme of Home and Away, asking for up to three
photos on this theme.
I submitted three :● “Away” (November 2019)
● “Home” (November 2020)
● “Still Home” (November 2021)
When the results were announced, my “Away” picture was awarded
“Highly Commended” and featured in the centre pages of the Methodist
Recorder.
For those wishing to see more of my “Home” photographs, I have
published a photo-diary of the first year of lockdown at
https://natureinlockdown.org/
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Cuerden School News - Spring term 2022
It has certainly been an interesting experience working in school over the last
two months! It seems that just when we think it can’t get any trickier, things
seem to take a turn for the worse! Throughout the months of January and
February, we have experienced more staff and pupil absence due to COVID
than ever before. Over 25% of the children and 30% of the staff have been
absent during this period. As I am sure you can imagine, this has brought a
number of challenges but I do feel that we have coped well. All of our classes
have remained open and the staff have been amazing in the way they have
supported one another. It really is a blessing to work with such a hard-working
and caring team of people.
There has also been lots to celebrate this half term too. At the start of January,
we were delighted to welcome Mrs Jenny Van Zyl as our new deputy head
teacher following the promotion of Mrs Merritt. She brings with her a wealth
of experience and she has enjoyed getting know our families over the last few
weeks. We have also been able to welcome a number of visitors into school
including Mr Souter who works with our older pupils on money management
and debt awareness skills; Sam Tyrer from LSCHT who delivered sessions on
on-line behaviours and mental health and the team from South Ribble
Borough sports who ran a whole school sports festival. At the end of the half
term, we were busy raising awareness of the importance of Children’s Mental
Health week. All of the children in school took part in an Art of Being Brilliant
day – where all the activities focused on working together to create positivity
and resilience whilst at the same time having fun. I was delighted to receive a
‘pig of happiness’ from Year 4 as part of this work. We have also shared some
photos on our Twitter feed and website.
Finally, I am thrilled to be able to share with you some of the wonderful writing
that children across the school have produced this year. This is big focus for us
as a school and we try to celebrate fantastic writing each week. On the
following pages are just a few samples – I hope you enjoy reading them and
if anyone would like to write back to us, we would love to hear what you
thought!

Nicola Sherry, Head of Cuerden Church School
Please email your comments directly to Nicola at head@cuerden.lancs.sch.uk
or pass them to me at chatburn@talktalk.net and I will forward them to
Nicola. Any paper copies can be given to me ….. Eric Chatburn
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Examples of Pupils writing

Written by Poppy - year 1
Sphere
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Examples of Pupils writing

The Candle
Below is the text of Faith`s poem
At the beginning, you were given a candle waiting for its flicker to flame,
It tells the story of your life as it dances through your life.
Killing shadows, overcoming light, it reaches out for your hand.
But as the years go by, it quietly dies, letting its last flicker fly.

Written by Faith - year 5
Sphere
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Examples of Pupils writing

Written by Faye aged 6
Sphere
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Examples of Pupils writing

Written by Owen - year 6
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Wellness Cafe - an update

Just for a Laugh

The cafe has been going for 6
months now and the volunteer
team are very happy with how
things are developing. The pop in
and play session on Wednesdays is
popular with Grandparents with
Grandchildren and numbers are
increasing. Thursdays are seeing
the welcome return of regulars
and some new faces too.
Any money the cafe makes after
expenses is going to church funds
at the moment and healthy
deposits have been sent. A freezer
has been purchased to help with
keeping the cafe stocked. Lunches
are served on the Thursdays when
there is a Craft Club in the
afternoon. Homemade soup,
sandwiches with various fillings
and homemade cake is served for
a reasonable price.

What did the sea say to the shore ?
Nothing…it just waved !!

Please keep the cafe in your
prayers as we go forward to engage with our local community. If
anyone would like to help in any
way, please see Desley Jefferson.
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CHRIST HAS RISEN

C hrist lives within our
H earts and he has
R isen from the dead
I n order to offer us
S alvation and eternal life
T oday and forever more.
H e`s our Saviour and
A lmighty God, forgiving of
S ins and cleanses our souls.
R emembering always that he
I s our Father and
S aves us for all
E ternity and he will
N ever turn his back.
Sphere
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THE MILLION GUINEAS SCHEME
On 26th July, 1898, the following news item appeared in “The Birmingham
Daily Argus.” “The Wesleyan Conference was crowded yesterday when
Mr R W Perks, MP proposed to inaugurate a scheme for collecting a million
guineas from a million adherents of that body to celebrate the opening of the
Twentieth Century. British Methodism said Mr Perks had today no fewer than
2,000,000 adherents and the wealth of the country represented a sum of £200
per head – men, women and children.”
Rev W. L. Watkinson, ex President of the Conference, seconded the proposal
to raise the million guineas. The Conference at once passed it and referred it
to a Committee to decide the methods of procedure. The fund became known
as the “Twentieth Century Fund” or the “Million Guinea Fund.” At a General
Committee of the Twentieth Century Fund held on 25th & 26th October, 1898,
it was agreed that a HISTORIC ROLL should be opened on 1st January, 1899
and closed on 1st January, 1901 and would contain the names of all those who
had donated to the fund. The Fund finally closed on 30th June 1904, having
failed to reach its target in 1901, but In the end it raised £1,075,727.13s.8d.
[Equivalent to £139,367,322 in 2022] In 1908 the Committee agreed to bind
the 17,000 pages showing the names of the donors from the 815 Circuits in
the Wesleyan Connexion. A special bookcase to house the 50 books produced
was commissioned and placed in Westminster Central Hall following its
opening in 1912 and this is where the Historic Roll resides.
The money raised was used for building new Methodist Chapels, Mission Halls,
and Sunday Schools; also in enlarging and rebuilding old ones in every part of
Great Britain and Ireland. Part of this fund was used to build Mission Halls or
Homes for our soldiers and sailors, and for extending Educational and
Temperance work, for assisting Children’s Homes, Foreign Missions and Home
Missions, and for the purpose of erecting a great Central Hall in London.
[For which £250,000 was allocated, equivalent to
£32,389,101 in 2022]
The Wesley Circuit contribution in 1901 was 1376 guineas
[equivalent £18,618.21 in 2022], of which Bamber Bridge
contributed 35 guineas. [2022 equivalent of £18,618.21]
Some comparisons :
>>> £1,000,000 in 1898 is worth £138,491,328 in 2022
>>> 1 Guinea in 1898 is worth £145.42 today
Methodist
Central Hall
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Whilst I have been busy getting my head around the different sections of Eco
Church I have been reflecting on scripture and how this connects with what is
expected of us in our journey through the process of Eco church. We could say
a good starting point is the Importance of Stewardship.
According to scripture, God created Earth for mankind and we are now stewards of His creation. This means it is our responsibility to look after and take
care of this world. We should accept this responsibility and appreciate God's
gift of creation for being our home. Our stewardship of creation involves the
caretaking of the environment and animals as well as our families and
communities. Being a good steward in this world is one way of expressing our
love for God and our gratitude to Him.

THE AWARDS
It is great news that we have achieved Gold standard for worship & teaching
with buildings and land needing some work to attain an award.
Simple things like wildlife feeding stations, bird boxes, bug hotels and planting
to attract butterflies and bees can enable a start working towards awards. It
has been agreed that the boxes at the front of the church are going to be
tended by Derek Patchel who will grow some herbs once the boxes have been
repaired (Recycling and renovation) for our community to use.

TOILET TWINNING
A simple donation of £70 will enable our church to be twinned
with a toilet in an area of need, the statistics are shocking.
● 1.7 billion people don’t have somewhere safe and hygienic
to go to the toilet. (WHO/Unicef)
● The lack of a loo makes women and girls a target for sexual attack as they
go to the toilet in the open, late at night.
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● Every day, over 700 children under five die from diarrhoea linked to unsafe
water, sanitation and poor hygiene.
● Today, 1 in 4 people around the world lack safe drinking water.
(WHO/UNICEF 2021)
● Children worldwide miss 443 million school days each year because of dirty
water and poor sanitation. (UN)
● Every year, women and girls spend 97 billion hours finding a place to go.
(World Bank).
With this in mind it will be great to have a cake sale called “No soggy bottoms”
after church and on a Wednesday and Thursday at the Wellness Café, dates to
follow.

EVENTS
Talks have been taking place with other agencies to hold events to re-use,
re-fill and recycle so that access is easier for those wanting to take part.

RESOURCES
In each edition of the sphere there will be an article with practical lifestyle
ideas encouraging any changes we can make in our small corner of the world.

Wendy Yates

Sunday 20th March
10,30 MEMORIAL Service
at Trinity, Gregson Lane
for Gordon Whittle
Sphere
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METHODIST WOMEN IN BRITAIN
CONFERENCE 2022
We have just returned from our MWiB conference at St Anne’s. It was so good
to be back sharing with friends from both the Lancashire and Liverpool
Districts. Obviously we didn’t have one last year due to Covid restrictions so it
made this one even more special. We were led by Jill Baker, a former
vice-President of Conference and wife of a Methodist minister now serving in
Scotland.
Our theme was the Pilgrim Spirit and our sessions were entitled :A Spirit of Adventure, A Spirit of Togetherness, A Spirit of Courage and A Spirit
of Encounter.
Each session was very fruitful and thought-provoking. Sadly, Jill became
involved with pilgrimages following the suicide of her younger son. Her first
one was to Lindisfarne which she found to be a healing place. She has led
others from Glasgow to Whithorn, Rome and the Holy Land. But pilgrimage
can be just walking around your own village or town. There is something
special about walking together, talking to different people and sharing
different stories. During the session on togetherness, Jill talked about the
importance of living with people with contradictory convictions, of sharing
together even with disagreement. Carrying too much baggage slows ourselves
down and others too. What about church? What about us? A pilgrim attitude
is to live lightly.
During each session we had an opportunity to share our own thoughts with a
few others and once we got going it was hard to stop us! We thought about
Rebekah, Mary and Elizabeth and then about various women who walked with
or approached Jesus. We thought about how to prepare for a pilgrimage, what
to expect from one and first-hand testimony from our district treasurer who
went on one of Jill’s pilgrimages to Lindisfarne.
The togetherness that we felt at this conference was as if we were on a
pilgrimage and we would love to have some more ladies join us at next year’s
conference. Each one is different but always so worthwhile.

Linda Trafford and Lesley Ross
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Something for the Brain

The solution is on page 31
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DATES FOR THE DIARY
Please remember them in your prayers
Date
Time
Event
02 March 2022
08-00am Churches Together Prayer Morning
03 March 2022
7-30pm Circuit Leadership Team meeting at Ashton
04 March 2022
Women`s World Day of Prayer
08 March 2022
7-30pm Circuit Leadership Team meeting on Zoom
09 March 2022
Lent Bible Study course begins - and 6 April
14 March 2022
Rev Karen le Mouton ends her Sabbatical
17 March 2022
7-30pm Local Preachers & Worship Leaders meeting
20 March 2022
10-30am Memorial Service for Gordon Whittle at TGL
23 March 2022
7-30pm Circuit Meeting
27 March 2022
Mothering Sunday
30 March 2022
7-30pm BBMC Church Council meeting
03 April 2022 “From Pharaoh to Freedom” musical at Hope church,
New Longton
10 April 2022
Holy Week begins - Palm Sunday
11 April 2022 “Cliff Trek” begins - details from https:/bit.ly/cliff trek
14 April 2022
15 April 2022
17 April 2022

01 May 2022
3 to 6 May
04 May 2022
15 May 2022
15 to 21 May
22 May 2022
24 May 2022
25 May 2022
26 May 2022
05 June 2022

Sphere

6-30pm
10-00am
06-00am
08-00am
10-30am
10-30am

7-30pm
10-30am

7-30pm

United Maundy Thursday service at TGL
United Good Friday service at BBMC
Circuit “Sonrise” service at Beacon Fell
Easter Day Communion at Bamber Bridge
Easter Day service at Bamber Bridge
Easter Day service at Trinity
Vocations Sunday
Methodist Diaconal Order Conference
Bamber Bridge Annual Church meeting
Trinity Annual Church Meeting
Christian Aid Week
Aldersgate Sunday
Wesley Day
Circuit Leadership Meeting
Ascension Day
Pentecost
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A Page to Colour (for the young)

(And the young at Heart)
Sphere
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Eileen and Ian Roberts
Celebrate their Golden Wedding Anniversary
[50 years of marriage]
on the 17th of March

Pauline and Mike Bertram
Celebrate their Pearl Wedding Anniversary
[30 years of marriage]
on the 6th of June

Sue and Terry Livesey - 19th March
Wendy and Lynton Yates - 23rd March
Rebecca and Martin Roscoe - 5th April
Carol and Graham Poole - 3rd June

May the Love of God surround you and your families
on your special day and for many years to come.

If anyone would like their Wedding Anniversary
included in Sphere, just let me have the details.
Eric Chatburn [editor]
Sphere
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Every Blessing to :
Kimberley Quegan
who will be
on March 3rd
—---------------

Millie Beare
who will be
on March 8th
—---------------

Enid Bradshaw
who will be
on March 14th
—---------------

Maurice Perry
who will be
on March 22nd
—---------------

Linda Ward
on March 30th
who will be
—---------------

David Evans
on April 15th
who will be
—---------------

Chris Ward
who will be

Sphere

on April 25th
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Happy Birthday wishes to the following children
connected to Bamber Bridge Methodist Church
18th March - Isabelle Quegan will be 16
23rd March - Violet Roscoe will be 3
12th April - Ethan Ward will be 5
2nd May - Daniel Shone will be 5
4th June - Michael Shone will be 10

Peter Wignall
Painter and Decorator
Contact:
01772 719595
Or 07762234987
Domestic &
Commercial.
Highly
competitive rates.
Over 25 years
experience.

T CORNALL
& SON
NURSERYMAN AND FLORIST
● Bouquets and arrangements
for special occasions
● Funeral arrangements
and wreathes
● Selection of fresh cut flowers
and pot plants
● Bedding plants and
hanging baskets
Darwenside Nurseries
(opposite Wallis Cycles)
Higher Walton Road
Higher Walton
Preston PR5 4HT
Tele : 01772 335643
Open 7 days a week

Sphere
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Contacts at Bamber Bridge
Minister: Rev. Karen Le Mouton
Tel: 01772 323818
Email: karenlemouton@gmail.com
BBMC Church office 01772 379954
Web site http://www.bamberbridgemethodist.church
Church Officers

Office holder

Telephone

Church Council Secretary

Dr. Tony Andrews

697480

Church Treasurer

Mr. David Evans

337644

First Contact Steward

Mrs Desley Jefferson

207887

Organist

Mr Ron Sumner

462090

Kurios Superintendent

Vacant

Worship Leader

Mrs Kath Roscoe

498774

Cuerden Church School
Head Teacher : Mrs Nicola Sherry

Tel : 335033

TELL THE EDITOR
THANK YOU
TO ALL THE CONTRIBUTORS
I would really like to hear what
you think about SPHERE and
would welcome any new ideas.
So, if you would like something
including : an article or birthday or
anniversary.
Please contact me :
Eric Chatburn
[email] chatburn@talktalk.net
Tel : 01772337495
Or Mobile 07963380923

THE DEADLINE FOR INPUTS FOR
JUNE 2022 ISSUE IS :
MONDAY 9TH MAY 2022
Sphere
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B.J.WATSON
Complete Independent
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
The trained and caring staff
offer a Personal, Professional and
friendly service.
For help, advice and assistance
Please phone ..
Day and Night Service
Tel: 01772 626800
Fax: 01772 338383
85 Todd Lane North, Lostock Hall
PRESTON PR5 5UR

BW MOORHEY LTD
Kitchen & Bathroom Specialist

BRIAN WOODRUFFE
4 MOORHEY CRESCENT
BAMBER BRIDGE
PRESTON PR5 6YQ
FREE DESIGN AND SURVEYS
Tel : 01772 494471
Mob: 07931377973
E: bwmoorheyltd@aol.com

Sphere
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