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A Message from our Minister
Thanksgiving is a regular part of my prayer life - Steve and
I usually spend our evening prayers thanking God for
everything that has happened that day. However, it is
easy to forget to thank God when we are distracted with
getting on with the next thing that needs to be done.
At this moment I want to give thanks for three key things:
Being Thankful Firstly, thank you to God and the Methodist Church for
the gift of a sabbatical. If you didn’t manage to come on
th
28 May to the first presentation about what I did, you have another
opportunity on Saturday 16th July at 2pm at Christ Church, Longridge. All are
very welcome. Secondly, thank you Lord, for doctors, nurses, consultants,
hospitals, pharmacists, medications, dentists and the wealth of skills and
facilities each can offer to ensure one’s wellbeing. Lastly, but most
importantly, I want to thank God for those of you in the church.
A regular opening part of Paul’s letters to the churches is to thank God for the
people in them. Have a look at 1 Thessalonians 1: 2-5. Paul not only thanks God
for them but wants to ensure the believers know that he thanks God for them.
Paul tells them that they are an encouragement to him and his companions.
I am taking this opportunity to thank you and encourage you as on my return
to ministry, I have seen the way your faith is being worked out in your lives.
Your lifestyle flows from your commitment to Christ. I sense your faith and
trust, not only in Christ but also in others within the church leading in different
areas. This is something I have seen in your lives as it produces ‘work’ in the
ways you fulfil roles and service not only in the church, but for the community
as well.
I really want to encourage you as the Wellness Community Café has ‘taken off’
and I have seen evidence of relationships with individuals, families and
organisations being nurtured and developed. I have seen a great team working
together to bring God’s kingdom here on earth. I have seen the opportunity
for mission begin to develop and people from outside the church genuinely
feeling welcomed and developing a sense of belonging.
We will still go through ups and downs, but we can do this, because hope in
Christ produces steadfastness and endurance – we can hang on when things
get tough, as its not always easy to be a follower of Christ. Our hope gives us
a forward-looking faith, no matter what obstacles, changes, or trials come our
way. As you go forward this month remember to not only thank God for his
many blessings and the people he places in our lives, but make sure they know
you are thanking God for them and how much you value them.

God bless, with love, Karen
Sphere
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Pause for Thought
There is a New Heaven
There is a new heaven, there is a new earth;
there is a new city that God brings to birth.
It lives in the mind of our Saviour this day
where tears, pain, and sadness are all wiped away.
The homeless and hungry will sing a new song,
for leisure and labour to all shall belong:
distinctions, divisions which hurt and destroy
will all disappear, leaving love hope and joy.
The river lifegiving shall stream from God`s throne,
with healing, forgiving: war shall not be known.
The nations shall gather to live in God`s light,
united forever in joy and delight.
So, come, people of God, your courage renew,
for God reigns already, creates life anew.
be faithful and bold to welcome God`s day,
that tears, pain, and sadness may vanish away.
[Hymn 738 from Singing the Faith - adapted]

—---------------------------------------The words above were written by
Ruth C Duck, who is an ordained
Minister of the United Church of
Christ in the USA.
They were sung during worship
Ruth C Duck led by our minister, Karen, on
Sunday 15th May. They would appear to
enhance the words of her message on the
previous page and give us all hope for the
future.
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A Jubilee Message
I found this simple but profound prayer for use in Jubilee Celebrations.
Gracious God, we give you thanks
for the reign of your servant Elizabeth our Queen,
and for the example of loving and faithful service
which she has shown among us.
Help us to follow her example of dedication
and to commit our lives to you and to one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
It begins by reminding us of why the Queen has been so special. She
is a woman of faith and it is from God that she has found the wisdom
and strength to carry on when faced by so many difficult challenges.
In Christ we see the greatest example of a servant who lived his life
for others. This is what the Queen pledged to do when she was only a
teenager and that pledge has shaped her seventy years as monarch.
But the prayer does not stay in Buckingham Palace or Windsor Castle.
It moves from the Queen to us. The resources we have are different;
the challenges we face are different; our lives are lived on a much less
grand scale. Yet we can follow her example and seek to serve God
empowered by his strength and seek to serve each other guided by
his wisdom.
Enjoy the Jubilee
God Bless
Jane
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Come and Join the Platinum Jubilee Street Party
Saturday 4th June 2022
at Bamber Bridge Methodist Church from 2-30pm
If it`s fine, we`ll meet outside
Just bring your own food. Drinks will be available.
There will be a Royal Quiz!!
There may even be a video of the Coronation.

News from Trinity, Gregson Lane

CommuniTEA
At Trinity Gregson Lane we are looking forward to a new initiative.
In the summer we are hosting three CommuniTEA afternoons.
Come and join in some informal conversations whilst drinking tea and
eating cake. All ages welcome, no cost. A big welcome is extended to
you from our small church with a big heart.
The three sessions are to be 3pm to 4pm
● 12.06.2022 : the theme is Celebration
● 10.07.2022 : the theme is Community
● 14.08.2022 : the theme is Caring
Sphere
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Circuit and District News

IT`S TIME TO SAY FAREWELL

Rev
Paul Davis

Rev
Janet Titterton

Nicola
Gleeson

By September the Lancashire District and the Preston Ribble Circuit will
have said farewell to three of it`s valued ministry team.
Rev Paul Davis is retiring as Chairman of the Lancashire District having
previously served as the Superintendent of the South Ribble Circuit
[now renamed Preston Ribble Circuit.]
On Friday 3rd June a “Thank You” party for Paul and Elizabeth will be
held at 532 Blackpool Road, Ashton 10am to 12 noon and 2pm to 4pm,
and on Sunday 3rd July a “Farewell” service will be held at 3pm at
Poulton-Le-Fylde Methodist Church.
Rev Janet Titterton moved from Durham to the South Ribble Circuit in
September 2019 to become the Minister at Trinity, Gregson Lane.
In September 2021, she moved to take on Hope and Hoole churches in
addition to Kingsfold and Penwortham.
Nicola “Nicky” Gleeson was appointed as the Circuit Youth and Family
Worker in September 2018. She was aligned with Bamber Bridge
church, but her work also involved her with Trinity, Gregson Lane,
Kingsfold and Penwortham churches.
A Circuit leaving service for Rev`d Janet Titterton and Nicky Gleeson will
be held on Sunday 24th July at 4.30pm at Bamber Bridge
Sphere
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Wellness Community Cafe
In April the cafe staff had a meeting where we discussed how we felt the cafe
was going. We decided to add community to the cafe name as many
customers are local. Through them we can discover how we can really be of
service to the local area. Upcoming events include a plant swap and a
free table top sale for families to buy/sell/swap outgrown children’s clothes
and pre loved toys.
Changing the name means we need a new logo and at the moment Lynton
Yates is busy designing one for us.
We have also been serving our church community. £2500 has been donated
to church funds since last September. Cafe has paid for the carpets to be
cleaned and keeps the kitchen stocked with tea, coffee, sugar, washing up
liquid for church groups to use. We also supply masks, hand gel, toilet rolls and
much more from the takings.
Fairtrade products are used and Eco church principles are kept in mind
where possible to help church get accredited. There will be some raffles at
events where the money made will be donated to twin our toilets with
countries abroad. We will need about £280 to twin the 4 toilets at church.
Even though the cafe is profitable our aim is to be affordable for all. Therefore
we have adjusted the menu for both content and price. We can even take card
payments now!
The lunches provided on Thursdays (when there is a craft club session in the
afternoon) are proving very popular. Most weeks there are 30 customers
enjoying Carol Poole’s delicious soup and sandwiches (thanks also to Pauline
Bertram for her contribution), finishing with yummy cake made by Chris Smith.
All of this including a cup of tea costs about £3.50.
I could go on there is so much happening. Just ask any of the staff if you want
to know more or have suggestions for us to follow up. It really is a team effort
that has got us this far.

Thank you for your support
The Wellness Community Cafe staff
Sphere
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A People Called Methodists
In the March issue of Sphere, I wrote about the
book I had written about the history of the church
to celebrate the 200th Anniversary of the opening
of our first chapel in 1821.
26 copies have been printed and bought by
various members of the church family.
This has enabled my to pass £65 to our treasurer
as a donation to church funds.
So, a BIG THANK YOU to everyone who bought a
copy, and judging by the comments I have received, you have enjoyed
reading it.
One copy now resides in Canada, one in Morecambe and two in
Birmingham.
I sent an electronic copy to past Ministers of the church by way of
thanks for their ministry. Rev Andrew Webb thanked me for sharing a
most comprehensive and interesting document. Rev John Maiden
wrote that he was looking forward to reading the book.
Further copies are available on request. So, if you would like a paper
copy or an electronic copy, please get in touch. There is a small charge.
£6 for a paper copy [which includes a donation of £2 to church funds or
just a £2 donation to church funds for the electronic copy.]
Once again, many thanks for your support.
Eric Chatburn
Tele : 01772 337495
email : chatburn@talktalk.net
Sphere
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Pause for Thought
Where do we go from here?
Where do I go from here?
The pandemic has done a lot of harm in so many
ways, to so many people and to our church.
We are all two years older and some of us have felt
unable to fill the jobs needed, or even to return to
church.
I gave up all my church roles when Leslie was ill and
now he is no longer here, what should I be doing?
We can’t expect our minister to do everything for
us, the job is too big. Who is going to lead our
young people?
They are our future. Without young people our
church will die, as so many others have done. Is
that what we want?
I don’t think so. We need revival in a big way.
But how do we go about it?
I offer the only suggestion that has come to my
mind so far. Could we have five minutes of prayer
together at the end of our service? I’m a great
believer in corporate prayer. Is it too much to ask?
All other suggestions will be gratefully received!
Lesley Ross

Sphere
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Pioneers of Lancashire Methodism
The Conversion of a Notorious Drunkard
In the early 1800s, Bamber Bridge was described as a place where it was not
safe to be out alone after dusk. The people were described as being relatively
poor, yet excelled in drunkenness, fighting. In 1890, William Pilkington wrote
that the history of Methodism in Bamber Bridge would be incomplete without
referring to one who had rendered a most prolific service to the Christian cause.
He was referring to Sammy Gaskell, who, before his conversion was a lover of
drinking, fighting and singing. Sammy`s early years were not happy ones. Aged
10, he left home because of cruel treatment. He was three days without food
before being found by a publican who took him to his home, the Withy Trees
public House at Fulwood, Preston, where he was cared for. From then until he
was 21, public houses became his home.
He returned to his native village of Walton-le-Dale, where he lived a more
settled life. He subsequently married a respectable young women with her
own home. It was a challenging marriage for the woman as Sammy had neither
home nor money nor character. It did succeed, where other, with better
prospects, failed. They had two sons, one of whom entered the Methodist
Ministry.
One Sunday in 1858, the scholars and teachers of the Wesleyan School were
startled by the appearance of a drunken man, Sammy Gaskell.
The Superintendent took him to one side and treated him kindly. After the
school had ended, Sammy was left sleeping in the locked school room until the
start of the evening service, when he left quietly. About two weeks later,
Sammy reappeared. This time he was sober.
He listened to the experiences of Mr J. Cryer and Mr J. Tattersall who were
leading a “lovefest” service. They both made an impression on this bedraggled
person. In this service Sammy found “liberty”. His conversion was genuine, he
shouted for joy and told what God had done for him. The was great rejoicing
in the church. The news soon spread round the village that Sammy had been
to the Methodist Chapel and had been converted.
>>>>>> more on the next page
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The Conversion of a Notorious Drunkard
<<<<<< Continued from page 11
Religion became the business of his life; all of his activity, cheerfulness and
every talent were devoted as fully to God`s service as they had been
previously to Satan.
He started a society class in his own home, and led an infant class in the
Sunday School. In 1860, Sammy and his family moved to Preston, and joined
the Wesley Society. He later became the founder of a Society at St. Mary`s
Street and also the founder of a Society at Walton-le-Dale In 1890, Sammy
was once again living in Walton-le-Dale. He was still acting as a Class Leader
even though he was in a feeble state of health.
What a story.
It just goes to show what a difference that God`s redemptive power can
make to a person. All it takes is the first step to welcome Him into your life.

Special Sundays
Please remember in your prayers the following Sundays from the Methodist
Church Calendar or the Joint Public Issues Team calendar.
Sunday 5th June : Pentecost when we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit
and Environment Sunday when we consider God`s creation and how we care
for it.
Sunday 12th June : Trinity Sunday when we remember the three
aspects of God`s character as Father, Son and Spirit and Methodist Homes
Sunday when we think of the work of Methodist Homes in providing
accommodation for the Elderly.
Monday 13th to Monday 20th June : Refugee Week , World Refugee Day and
Sanctuary Sunday when we think of the plight of people fleeing persecution
and oppression especially the people of the Ukraine at this time. Sanctuary
Sunday [19th] celebrates the contribution of refugees and those seeking
sanctuary and to bring their contributions into worship and prayer.
Sunday 17th July : Rural Mission Sunday which provides a real opportunity for
rural churches to celebrate who they are and give thanks for their
community.

Sphere
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A Visit to Romania
On Sunday 20th March, Professor Alan Gillies lead our worship.
He delivered a quite emotive message about “where is God” with
particular reference to all the current troubles in the Ukraine and urging
us to have “faith in Him” and to “trust Him”. In his message he
mentioned that he was planning to go to Romania in May, something he
has been doing for the past 25 years. After the service, I spoke to Alan
about this and asked him if he would be willing to write a couple of
articles about his Romanian adventures and his forthcoming visit.
Since then, Alan has informed me that his trip has been postponed due
to rising cases of Covid in Romania, but he still hopes to go in July.
Over the next two pages you will find the first of his articles. Below is a
map of Romania. The places ringed are those that Alan mentions in his
article.
The Editor

Sphere
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Alan in Transylvania 1997-2022
You may well have heard me speak of Romania from the pulpit. In 1995, my
research group held a conference in Paris and I met Professor Andrei Achimas,
the Vice Rector of the Medical University in Cluj-Napoca the capital of
Transylvania which forms the northwestern third of Romania. Andrei was the
son of an anti Ceaușescu activist and was banned from the University until
1989 because of this. In 1996, we sent our first researcher to Cluj-Napoca and
in 1997 I made my first visit.
It took twenty four hours to get there including a nine hour drive through the
mountains with a driver who spoke no English. Unfortunately my suitcase was
delayed en route and it never made it to Romania. I picked it up in Budapest
on my way home! Even buying a spare shirt was difficult at this time - Romania
was very poor and the shops had very little on the shelves. The food was basic,
but the people's kindness and hospitality was extraordinary. On my next trip a
year later, I nearly got shot at the border trying to pay for my visa with Scottish
bank notes! Cluj at this time had many beautiful but crumbling buildings. There
were many many churches - Orthodox, who had essentially collaborated with
the Communist regime, Catholics: Roman, Eastern and Armenian who had not;
Lutherans of various persuasions and perhaps most bizarrely, the global centre
of the Unitarian movement, which was strongly associated with the Hungarian
minority population. Shortly after this trip, I visited a University in Kenya and
discovered that the lecturers in Romania and Kenya earned about the same,
and the cost of living in Kenya was significantly lower. Andrei, the Vice Rector
of the University worked from 6am in the hospital as a medical consultant
treating patients. After a short lunch he would spend four or five hours in his
academic departments and then he would go to do his "administrative
stupidities" as he called his job as vice rector, usually stopping at around 8pm,
after which he would come and have dinner with me, for wages around a
twentieth of what a doctor or professor would earn in the UK.
In these early years we set up student exchanges bringing Romanians to
Preston and taking British students out to Cluj. One of the students who came
to the UK and stayed with me later became the Minister of Health in Romania.
I discovered the remarkable beauty of the Transylvanian mountains and the
history of the region best represented by the 31 World Heritage sites.
Economic development was slow until EU membership in 2007, but since then
Cluj has developed into a beautiful modern European city. Until the pandemic
intervened, on my last trips I had been able to fly direct from Liverpool in just
three hours.

Sphere
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Alan in Transylvania 1997-2022
After our first student exchange, on my subsequent visits, one of the exchange
students would call me each visit at around 11pm and say "Alan, are you
tired?" The correct answer was 'No". He would come and pick me up in an old
Dacia car and take me to his house where his mother would present me with
a three course meal which I fear represented a weeks housekeeping at least.
In 2001, I was awarded an honorary degree by the University. To celebrate the
event, the local opera company put on a Puccini opera and brought back their
most famous performers from Milan and New York for the lead roles. The
performance was for the University staff but I and two other professors had
our own boxes in the Opera House as guests of honour! They always try to find
special treats for me. I have dined with the Tunisian ambassador to Romania,
been given a private viewing of a Rubens altar piece commissioned for the
Armenian Catholic Cathedral in the area, seen the world heritage cities of
Sighisoara and Sibiu, and of course visited the original Dracula's castle.
On my last visit, Andrei proudly announced that he had finally found some
Methodists in Transylvania. He took me to a small village in the Carpathian
Mountains. At the edge of the town he stopped and talked to an old man, who
looked blankly until he told Andrei of the "American's house" We drove to this
house and Andrei said "You should go and knock on the door - they must speak
English". I was greeted by a local preacher from Bath and his wife! It turned out
that an American Methodist missionary had come around 2006 and created a
fellowship in this small Transylvanian village. He left in 2011 but the villagers
wanted to carry on and asked to affiliate to the local Methodist district (in
Bulgaria!). By 2018 there were two more Methodist communities in Cluj and
Sibiu. They focused on working ecumenically and on social justice working
principally with children leaving care. Their pastors trained with the Orthodox
Church to gain official recognition as ministers of religion.
I have been unable to visit since 2019 because of Covid. I am planning to go
this year, in spite of the war in next door Ukraine, but my hosts have asked me
to delay again because of Covid. I hope to write a follow-up article once I have
managed to get back to Cluj - watch this space!
Alan Gillies

Sphere
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Whilst exploring and working on qualifying to become an Eco-church I have
received questions as to why we need to do this work, if we are trying our best
anyway. I have been reflecting on this question and the best way to describe
it is the view or statement below written by UK Rocha itself.
Welcome to Eco Church: A Rocha UK’s award scheme for churches in England
and Wales who want to demonstrate that the gospel is good news for God’s
earth.
Our free online survey and supporting resources are designed to equip your
church to express your care for God’s world in your worship and teaching; in
how you look after your buildings and land; in how you engage with your
local community and in global campaigns, and in the personal lifestyles of
your congregation.
The actions you take will count towards a prestigious Eco Church Award at
Bronze, Silver or Gold level. Complete our Eco Survey to gauge where your
church currently is in relation to the three different levels; you may find you
already qualify for an Eco Church Award!
Our vision is for churches of all denominations to care for creation as an
integral part of loving their neighbours and following God faithfully.
Help us bring that vision to reality by participating in Eco Church.
I hope the above clarifies the answer to the question.
There has been a lot going on behind the scenes with bird boxes and feeders
being sought to be used in the grounds of the church. Community connections
made with “Lets grow Preston” and “Dig it” Preston. Toilet twinning fund
raiser in progress. One area of concern is the Global and Community
awareness of the Church so I will be looking into that in the future.
Kate Bosman has agreed to help with the scheme and I look forward to
working with Kate. I would encourage anyone who would be willing to help or
feels passionately about caring for the world we have been blessed with to
come forward and help in any small way as this is an exciting and challenging
area of mission.

Wendy Yates
Sphere
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Pause for Thought
Environment Sunday
Sunday 5th June is designated as Pentecost and Environment Sunday on the
Methodist Church Calendar.
Pentecost is easily remembered in the church year. It is the time when we
remember that God sent His Holy Spirit to the disciples while they were locked
in a room together, not sure of their safety or what life had in store for them.
It was a time that would change their lives forever. It is the same for us today,
if we welcome the Holy Spirit and allow Him to work in our lives.
But …. Do we remember that this date is also Environment Sunday? Maybe we
do or maybe we don`t. The environment and how we care for it is a very
emotive subject. It is constantly in the media. It has defined the lives and work
of some well known people, David Attenborough, Greta Thunberg or
Chris Packham to name but a few.
In Genesis chapter 1 verse 31 we read “God saw all that he had made, and it
was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth
day.”
One of the things that God has provided is water, the thing that is freely
available to every house in the UK. It is clean and safe to use. It is available 24/7
at the turn of a tap. The next time you are washing your hands and complain
because the water temperature isn't just how you like it, think about how
things used to be. Here is a fact that I read about life in the 1500s.
Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot water. The man of the house had the
privilege of the nice clean water, then all the other sons and men, then the
women and finally the children. Last of all the babies. By then the water was so
dirty you could actually lose someone in it. Hence the saying, "Don't throw the
baby out with the bath water."
Clean, fresh water is not so freely available in other parts of the World. So,
please remember the work of organisation like Wateraid that try to provide it.
Give thanks for the work of our church in it`s commitment to Toilet Twinning
that you can read about in Wendy Yates item on the ECO Church.
Please remember the Environment not just on 5th June, bur everyday.
Eric Chatburn
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How does it work?
easyfundraising turns your everyday online shopping into free
donations for your favourite cause. Just start your online shopping first
at easyfundraising, then shop as normal. Retailers will then make a
small donation to say “thank you”.
There's over 6,784 retailers to choose from and so far they've raised
over £40 million for thousands of community groups, sports
clubs, schools & PTA's and small & large charities across the UK!

Support
Bamber Bridge Methodist Church & Community Centre
THANK YOU TO THE
23 Supporters who have raised £875.90 so far
For more information go to the easyfunding website :
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
Pause for Thought

Sphere

Issue 70 June 2022

Page 18

3Generate 2022
We’re really excited to announce that this year's Children and Youth Assembly
will be back at the NEC in Birmingham and it will take place from Friday, 30��
September to Sunday, 2ⁿ� October.
For more information about this year’s event and booking information please
go to https://bit.ly/3GenLancs2022
As part of supporting group leaders and those working with young people
who are considering taking a group to 3Genenrate this year, there are four
meetings being held via Zoom for those in the Lancashire District to come
together in preparation and to support each other. He remaining three
meetings take place at 1930 on a Tuesday:
17�� May: 14�� June : 19�� July; 13�� September
The monthly meetings are an opportunity for anyone considering bringing a
group of young people from within one of the Methodist Churches in the
Lancashire District to this year`s 3Generate weekend. The meetings are an
opportunity to come together to pray, to find out more, meet other group
leaders and spend some time together in support of children’s and youth
ministry. It is an ideal opportunity for any-one for anyone who is a bit unsure
about bringing a group and also for those who have regularly been to 3Generate
with young people last year and in previous years too.
The meetings on Zoom can be accessed using the following link and passcode
https://bit.ly/3GenLancs2022Zoom
Meeting ID: 836 7043 2826; Passcode: 984305
For further information please contact Simon Skidmore Children’s Youth
and Family Worker at families@wpmc.co.uk

Sphere
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Happy Birthday Wishes to
Alan Gillies
Who celebrates his 60th Birthday
On
Wednesday 29th June

A note from Alan.
I am planned to lead the service at Bamber Bridge on
Sunday on June 26th. I would like to invite everyone to stay
after the service to celebrate and give thanks with me.
There will be cake and hopefully a few extra visitors.

Sphere
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ITS PUZZLE TIME

Two letters have been decoded to help identify other letters used to make
words in this puzzle. All 26 letters of the alphabet are used, some more than
once. Insert each decoded letter in the corresponding numbered square and
insert it in the grid below to keep track of the letters found.
If you are getting stuck and need a little help to solve the puzzle ….
The solution is on page 26

Sphere
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● Friday 3rd June : The Queen`s Platinum Celebration bank holiday
● Friday 3rd June : “Thank You” party for Paul and Elizabeth Davis at
532 Blackpool Road, Ashton 10am to 12 noon and 2pm to 4pm
● Saturday 4th June : Platinum Jubilee Street Party at Bamber Bridge
from 2-30pm [see page 6 for details]
● Saturday 11th June : Joint Public Issues Team Conference
● Sunday 12th June : CommuniTea event at Trinity from 3pm to 4pm
[see page 6 for details]
● Monday 13th June : Local Preachers and Worship Leaders meeting
● Tuesday 14th June : Bamber Bridge Church Council meeting at
7-30pm
● Wednesday 15th June : Circuit Meeting at Hope Church,
New Longton
● Friday 17th June : Wedding of Jason McMahon and Ben Riley
at Fulwood Methodist Church at 12-30pm
● Thursday 23rd to Thursday 30th June : 2022 Methodist Conference
● Saturday 25th June : Messy Church at Bamber Bridge from 4pm to
6pm
● Sunday 26th June : Conference Sunday
● Sunday 3rd July : Farewell service for Rev Paul Davis who retires this
year. The service will be at Poulton-Le-Fylde Methodist Church
at 3pm.
● Sunday 10th July : Action for Children Sunday and Sea Sunday
● Sunday 10th July : CommuniTea event at Trinity from 3pm to 4pm
[see page 6 for details]
● Saturday 16th July : Karen`s Sabbatical talk at Christ Church,
Longridge at 2pm. All welcome.
● Saturday 23rd July : Messy Church at Bamber Bridge from 4pm to
6pm
● Sunday 14th August : CommuniTea event at Trinity from 3pm to 4pm
[see page 6 for details]
Sphere
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A PAGE TO COLOUR

Give thanks to God for the wonders of His creation this Summer
Sphere
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Pauline and Mike Bertram
Celebrate their Pearl Wedding Anniversary
[30 years of marriage]
on the 6th of June

Denise and Nick Johnson
Celebrate their Pearl Wedding Anniversary
[30 years of marriage]
on the 13th of June

Carol and Graham Poole - 3rd June
Cheryl and Maurice Perry - 30th June
Kate and Luke Bosman - 1st July
Freda and Ron Smith - 14th July
Karen and Steve Le Mouton - 23rd July
Eunice and David Evans - 30th August
Sally and John Wilson - 31st August

May the Love of God surround you and your families
on your special day and for many years to come.

If anyone would like their Wedding Anniversary
included in Sphere, just let me have the details.
Eric Chatburn [editor]
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BIRTHDAY MILESTONES
Every Blessing to :
Lesley Ross
who will be 80
on 3rd August
Matthew Hogg
who will be 21
on 11th August

Happy Birthday wishes to the following children
connected to Bamber Bridge Methodist Church
Michael Shone who will be 10 on 4th June
Layla Shepherd who will be 9 on 6th July
Arush Reddy who will be 11 on 9th August
Darcia Shepherd who will be 8 on 23rd August
Sphere
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TELL THE EDITOR
THANK YOU
TO ALL THE CONTRIBUTORS
I would really like to hear what you think about SPHERE and would
welcome any new ideas.
So, if you would like something including : an article or birthday or
anniversary.

Please contact me : Eric Chatburn
[email] chatburn@talktalk.net
Tel : 01772337495 Or Mobile 07963380923
THE DEADLINE FOR INPUTS FOR SEPTEMBER 2022 ISSUE IS :
MONDAY 8TH AUGUST 2022
Solution to the Puzzle on page 21
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Contacts at Bamber Bridge
Minister: Rev. Karen Le Mouton
Tel: 01772 323818
Email: karenlemouton@gmail.com
BBMC Church office 01772 379954
Web site http://www.bamberbridgemethodist.church
Church Officers

Office holder

Telephone

Church Council Secretary

Dr. Tony Andrews

697480

Church Treasurer

Mr. David Evans

337644

First Contact Steward

Mrs Desley Jefferson

207887

Organist

Mr Ron Sumner

462090

Kurios Superintendent

Vacant

Worship Leader

Mrs Kath Roscoe

498774

Cuerden Church School
Head Teacher : Mrs Nicola Sherry

Tel : 335033

Peter Wignall
Painter and Decorator
Contact:
01772 719595
Or 07762234987
Domestic &
Commercial.
Highly
competitive rates.
Over 25 years
experience.

T CORNALL
& SON
NURSERYMAN AND FLORIST
● Bouquets and arrangements
for special occasions
● Funeral arrangements
and wreathes
● Selection of fresh cut flowers
and pot plants
● Bedding plants and
hanging baskets
Darwenside Nurseries
(opposite Wallis Cycles)
Higher Walton Road
Higher Walton
Preston PR5 4HT
Tele : 01772 335643
Open 7 days a week
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B.J.WATSON
Complete Independent
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
The trained and caring staff
offer a Personal, Professional and
friendly service.
For help, advice and assistance
Please phone ..
Day and Night Service
Tel: 01772 626800
Fax: 01772 338383
85 Todd Lane North, Lostock Hall
PRESTON PR5 5UR

BW MOORHEY LTD
Kitchen & Bathroom Specialist

BRIAN WOODRUFFE
4 MOORHEY CRESCENT
BAMBER BRIDGE
PRESTON PR5 6YQ
FREE DESIGN AND SURVEYS
Tel : 01772 494471
Mob: 07931377973
E: bwmoorheyltd@aol.com
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